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Volunteers 
Warmly Thanked

Many thanks to the forty-five individuals who provided tremendous assistance 
to the Society and Library during our fifth annual Volunteer Work Week 
in late July. The largest number of volunteers helped with Education and in 

the Library, but assistance was provided with many tasks and projects. One volunteer 
organized the Society’s reference collection of fakes and forgeries; another helped scan 
items to post on StampStore; five more created Circuit books from “insurance fund” 
material, originally lost in the mail and recovered after the owners had already been 
paid. Several volunteers helped us process a donation of a couple pallets of materials 
from Stamp Camp USA, which were delivered to us earlier this year.

About 11,000 U.S. mint stamps from in-kind donations were affixed to envelopes 
for upcoming mailings. Materials were prepared to ship to Stamps Teach classrooms. 
Progress was made on finding aids for the Richard Graham postal history archives and 
the Richard Sheaff United States postage stamp design files. Scans were organized and 
cropped.  StampShow first day ceremony programs and cachets were printed and folded. 
Knowledge was shared and friends made!

On two evenings volunteers participated in community trivia contests and repre-
sented stamp collecting well! The first evening our two teams of volunteers tied for first, 
beating all the other  non-philatelic groups. Volunteer Art Poudrier summed up the 
week nicely, “I highly recommend participating during Volunteer Work Week. You’ll 
gain some understanding of how the APS operates as an ‘insider,’ and your efforts, great 
or small, will be sincerely appreciated.”

*****
About a week before Volunteer Work Week we were delighted to have a brief visit by 

Robert Ogrodnik, the President of the Polonus Philatelic Society. Polonus will be cele-

2014 Volunteer Work Week — thank you, again, to all of the volunteers.
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brating its 75th anniversary later this year at Chicagopex. A 
couple years ago Polonus donated its library to the APRL, and 
the last two years APS member Robin Gates-Elliott has spent 
volunteer week organizing and cataloging the materials.

Kudos also to the Merchantville (New Jersey) Stamp 
Club, which recently provided us with a DVD chronicling 
the club’s active engagement in the hobby over the past year. 
Among the highlights, the DVD chronicles visits to the 
Smithsonian National Postal Museum, the Springpex (Vir-
ginia) and Delpex (Delaware) shows, the historic post office 
at Batsto, and school presentations conducted by members.

*****
Last year I wrote about the National Stamp Collecting 

Month efforts of Steve Rod to bring the hobby to the public 
through a month-long program at the South Orange (New 
Jersey) Library. A number of APS chapters have found pub-
lic libraries very receptive to exhibits. I recently learned that 
Steve’s efforts are chronicled in a 20-minute YouTube video, 
which provides a great overview and ideas for others. To 
watch the video go to YouTube and do a search for South 
Orange Public Library.

*****
As I write this, we are a few days away from implement-

ing three major changes for our online StampStore. Anyone 
has always been able to view all the items for sale on Stamp-
Store, but beginning in August non-members also will be 
able to make purchases. However, APS members will still 
have a purchasing advantage, as non-members will have to 
pay a 10 percent surcharge and will pay more for shipping. 
Free domestic shipping is also being reinstated for members 
whose stamp purchases total over $100. Finally, the commis-
sion rates are being lowered for items sold for $100 or more. 
There will now be five tiers, starting at 20 percent for stamps 
sold at less than $100 down to 10 percent for items sold for 
$1,000 or more.

*****
This May marked ten years since the move of the Ameri-

can Philatelic Society and American Philatelic Research Li-
brary to our current location in Bellefonte. A lot has hap-
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pened since acquiring the 100,000-square-foot structure and 
six acres in 2002, including two significant achievements 
during July. First, the day after Volunteer Work Week we were 
visited by at least sixteen concrete trucks to pour the floor of 
the long planned library space. We have not raised enough to 
complete the library space, but do have sufficient designated 
donations to do the minimum necessary so that we can ob-
tain an occupancy permit for the main library building.

The partial finishing of this space will allow us to have 
nearly 300 frames of exhibits at the Aerophilately 2014 show 
and Postal History Symposium scheduled for September 12 
through September 14. For those of you who have never vis-
ited the American Philatelic Center, these events provide an 
excellent excuse. The show and symposium are free, but ad-
vance registration at stamps.org/registration is recommended.

Also in July our eleventh tenant, Big Spring Spirits, began 
manufacturing and opened its Tasting Bar. The whole focus 
is decidedly local. The water to make the spirits comes from 
Bellefonte’s Big Spring and the grains come from local farm-
ers. All of the available rental space at the American Phila-
telic Center (nearly half the original match factory complex) 
is now leased, and these lease payments fully cover our mort-
gages and related expenses plus a margin of profit.

*****
Have fun with your hobby and don’t be afraid to share 

stamp collecting with others!


