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Our Volunteers 
Are Great

Thank you to the many volunteers who made our third annual Volunteer Work 
Week a great success. Nearly forty individuals traveled to Bellefonte at their own 
expense for all or part of the fourth week of July. They were joined by about ten 

others who live locally here in central Pennsylvania. Only about half of our volunteers 
were APS members, but they were ably assisted by family members, friends of APS 
members and employees, as well as former APS/APRL employees and interns.

Some focused on helping with a single project while others split their time between 
multiple projects. The largest project was the start of the move of materials from our Li-
brary Annex onto the newly installed compact shelving. About a dozen volunteers vacu-
umed and moved 412 shelves totaling 1,579 linear feet of archival material and auction 
catalogues — about a quarter of the materials that needed to be moved. If instead we 
had used paid temporary help the cost would have been several thousand dollars. One 
volunteer claimed that the annex contained five distinct flavors of dust, which the volun-
teers did their best to leave in the annex and not move to the new Library space! Another 
volunteer reported walking seven miles while moving materials and discovered muscles 
he did not previously realize he had!

Two volunteers helped organize the collection of Fakes and Forgeries in our 
Reference Collection, a tool for researchers and an aid to our Expertizing Service. 
One of these volunteers took a box of materials home with him to continue the 
work. Others helped organize Circuit Sales material that was recovered after being 
“lost” in the mail so that it could be mounted in sales books and sold to reimburse 
the Insurance Fund. Internet Sales utilized volunteers to scan items members 
have submitted to post to our online StampStore.

2013 Volunteer Work Week Participants 
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the largest project was the start of the move of 
materials from our Library Annex onto the newly 
installed compact shelving. About a dozen volunteers 
vacuumed and moved 412 shelves totaling 1,579 
linear feet of archival material and auction catalogues 
— about a quarter of the materials that needed to be 
moved. 

Above: susan Butler and richard colberg check out 
the plans for materials on the new compact shelving.

From left: Joan stockton cleans off the dust and 
cobwebs.

center: richard Judge puts his muscles to good use 
moving materials from the library Annex.
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Volunteers also spent time applying “discount postage” 
that has been donated to us. We now have 2,500 envelopes 
available for use, most of which have seven commemoratives 
adding up to the 46-cent first class rate. Other than the mov-
ing of Library materials, Education probably used the most 
volunteers. More than three million stamps were divided 
among forty-two priority mail boxes, each weighing ten 
pounds, for distribution to clubs and shows. Others sorted 
and trimmed stamps to use with the lesson plans we distrib-
ute to teachers participating in our Stamps Teach program. 
Another volunteer created a display for preschoolers.

With APS StampShow in Milwaukee only two weeks 
away we had help printing cacheted envelopes; folding first 
day ceremony programs, food function programs, and Stamp 
Buddy brochures; and preparing name badges for attendees.

Our Library had plenty of tasks for those who could not 
move materials because of the dust or physical limitations. 

Dick romig working in the sales Division.

Dennis Gilson hard at work on the APs reference collection.
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One volunteer spent the week work-
ing on cataloguing the Polonus Library  
recently given to the APRL. Another 
scanned/digitized the United States 
Stamp Society Luminescent Study 
Group archives and reported that by 
the end of the week he could scan 250 
to 300 pages per hour. Another task 
was creating a finding aid for last year’s 
donation of United States stamp design 
materials from Richard Sheaff. Great 
strides also were made in both apply-
ing bar codes and cataloguing our ver-
tical files and government documents. 
In addition, various donations of first 
day ceremony programs were identified 
and sorted by Scott Catalogue number.

One volunteer claimed that he has 
been told many times in the past that he 
had no skills, but that this has not de-
terred the APS staff from putting him to work. And several 
volunteers worked well past the normal APS/APRL closing 
times in an attempt to complete tasks.

Each night we kept open one department/program un-
til 8 p.m. for interested volunteers who had the stamina to 
remain that long. As one participant wrote: “This is always 
a satisfying week working with and meeting new people. A 
great way to give back to the hobby.” Another highlight this 
year was dinner and a Trivia Contest at the historic Gamble 
Mill restaurant on Wednesday evening, hosted by Librarian 
Tara Murray.

On the Feedback Forms we asked volunteers to complete 
several volunteers indicated that they look forward to com-
ing back next year. We look forward to having them here July 
21–25, 2014, too! One other participant mentioned “Mental 
Capital and Wellbeing,” a 2008 report issued by Foresight, a 
British think tank that cites “giving to neighbors and com-
munities” as one of the five critical elements of well-being 
and mental illness prevention.

Thank you Volunteer Work Week participants: John 
Baillis, Ruth Barndt, Charlie Belair, Paula Belair, Joe Bell, 
Mary Ann Bell, Laurie Bieniosek, Tom Bieniosek, Peter 
Butler, Susan Butler, Brian Christian, Debbie Cleeton, Dick 
Colberg, Julie Coons, David Eeles, Gloria Eichenseher, John 
Eichenseher, Elizabeth Eisenhower, Jeremy  Gamble, Robin 
Gates-Elliott, Dennis Gilson, Reinhard Graetzer, (Library 
Trustee) Don Heller, Richard Judge, Jim Koncz, Bernard 
Lodge, Abbey Masorti, Bill Melver, Richard Nakles, Dick 
Osman, Wendy Pacheco, Lynn Pagnano, Merle Peters, Jo 
Roesner, Dick Romig, Bill Salisbury, Georgeann Salisbury, 

Pamela Salisbury, Donna Shawley, 
Nancy Shawley, Rusty Smith, Richard 
Sprankle, Ben Stauss, Janet Stauss, Cliff 
Stockman, Joan Stockman, and Jeff 
Thompson.

While we currently only have Vol-
unteer Work Week once a year, we 
welcome volunteers at the American 
Philatelic Center any time of the year. 
However, advance notice is required so 
we can be prepared with appropriate 
tasks. We’re also interested in hearing 
from potential volunteers who cannot 
travel to Bellefonte but who would be 
interested in helping out from their 
homes. Our thanks go to Sharon Burk-
stahler, Tony Croce, Mike Fisher, Jerry 
Gill, Ron Houser, Richard Judge, Joan 
Kulikowski, Dick Osman, and Colleen 
Spencer who routinely do volunteer 

work from their homes.
Remember that there are many APS chapters and af-

filiates who would be happy for volunteer help also. Strong 
chapters and affiliates make for a stronger APS!

*****
In early July we were delighted to receive the 326 boxes 

containing the postal history research archive of philatelic 
scholar Tom Alexander. The gift was facilitated by the U.S. 
Philatelic Classics Society Inc., of which Mr. Alexander was 
president in 1981–1984. The USPCS provided a grant to 
cover shipping the 326 bankers’ boxes to Bellefonte and the 
hiring of a library intern to process the collection and create 
a finding aid.

Finally, the APS/APRL now has a subscription to GoTo-
Meeting. The subscription was begun to help enable offering 
a Summer Seminar course with instructors spread around 
the country. However, this also gives us the ability to better 
assist members who are having difficulty with our website or 
searching the StampStore. With a member’s cooperation we 
can use GoToMeeting to enable us to see exactly what you 
are doing on your computer and thus more easily resolve 
your problems.

Summer activities sometimes reduce the level of phila-
telic activity, and September is often viewed as the start of 
the philatelic year with increased show and auction activity. 
I hope that you are able to take advantage of as many of these 
as possible. At the same time, now would be a good time to 
think about how you might personally promote the hobby 
and the APS during National Stamp Collecting Month in 
October.

Peter Butler sorts through a donation.

Mark Your Calendar — Volunteer Work Week — July 21–25, 2014


