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Congratulations & Thank 
Yous Are in Order

Congratulations to the American First Day Cover Society on the 400th issue of 
their publication First Days. Current First Days editor Peter Martin is a member 
of our Library Board of Trustees and current AFDCS president Lloyd deVries is 

a past Secretary of the APS.
Congratulations also to Nancy Clark who has been elected chair of the Board of 

Trustees of the Spellman Museum of Stamps and Postal History. I first came to know 
Nancy when she was Executive Secretary for the Junior Philatelists of America in the 
early 1980s. She has a distinguished history of service to the hobby. She helped the South 
East Stamp Expo become a World Series of Philately show and now hosts the APS Stamp 
Talk Internet-based radio show on stamp collecting.

Congratulations to Debbie Friedman who was presented the 2011 Kehr Future of 
Philately Award at a recent Collectors Club of New York meeting. Debbie began a youth 
stamp club in Colonie, New York in 1990 which she ran for seventeen years until relocat-
ing to New York City. She has continued to work with youth since her relocation.

Thanks everyone who gave to the APS and APRL through Centre 
Gives, a 36-hour fundraising challenge held in late June for nonprofit 
organizations based in Centre County, Pennsylvania. Your generosity  
resulted in the APS/APRL receiving $10,741.37 in matching funds from 
the Centre County Community Foundation. The APS/APRL raised 
more money than any other participating charity and had the second 
largest number of gifts!

Thanks to the nearly forty APS members who at their own expense 
came to Bellefonte and volunteered their time for our third annual APS 
Volunteer Work Week. While some of the tasks may not have exercised 
their mental abilities, they accomplished an enormous amount of work 
ranging from wrapping our Library annex in plastic to protect materials 
during the renovations for our next tenant, to organizing the Reference 
Collection’s forgeries, to helping Editorial with their scans of postage 
stamps. The entire membership thanks you!

Thanks to member Peter Messerschmidt 
of Washington for posting articles on APS Cir-
cuit Sales and StampStore to his blog. While 
it may be as challenging as ever to get articles 
on stamp collecting into traditional media, the 
Internet has brought a lot of new opportuni-
ties that are open to many of us. Just as our 
Mighty Buck campaigns have stressed the 
power of many small donations, a large num-
ber of seemingly little items to publicize and 
promote philately and our organization can 
have a more significant impact. Applications 

richard Judge and craig russo spent invaluable time in 
the editorial Department.

Brian christian, richard romig, and harry Dawson worked in the sales Division.

Because We Pay MORE!
WHY TAKE LESS?

So call Marv at any time up to 11:00 p.m. Eastern time

516-826-1852
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• Hot Wants •
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We BUY It ALL!!
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for membership were up thirty-three this July compared to 
July 2011. It is only one month but it is the first significant 
increase we have seen in a long time.

*****

We are delighted to welcome the Collectors Club of 
Chicago and the Scandinavian Collectors Club librar-
ies to the union catalog. The online catalog, www.catalog.
stamplibrary.org is a philatelic library catalog and article 
index hosted by the American Philatelic Research Library. 
In addition to the American Philatelic Research Library, the 
other previously participating libraries include the Collec-
tors Club of New York, the Greene Foundation, the Postal 
History Foundation, the Rocky Mountain Philatelic Library, 
the Royal Philatelic Society London, and the Western Phila-
telic Library.

*****

Sadly, several well-known collectors passed away in late 
June and early July. The hobby’s losses include Roger Schnell 
who was a trustee for the American Philatelic Research Li-
brary at the time of his passing. A 2011 Luff award winner 
for Service to the Society, Roger was an international judge 
and exhibitor, and an incredibly generous donor who pushed 
the creation of the Library Vooys Fellows.

Kevin Doyle from the Chicago area was the initial recip-
ient of the Peterson Award for lifetime achievement in phila-
telic literature and a 2008 Carter Volunteer award winner. 
He was longtime editor of Vorläufer, the journal of German 
Colonies Collectors Group; chair of the Chicagopex show; 
and past president of the American Philatelic Congress.

Richard Graham from the Columbus area is another 
recent loss. He won the APS Luff Award for Distinguished 
Philatelic Research in 1992 and was probably best known as 
the longtime Linn’s Stamp News columnist on Postal History. 
Many of his columns were compiled into a “Postal History 
Sampler” book sold by Linn’s.

Jesse Boehret worked for the American Philatelic Soci-

ety under former Executive Director Colonel DeVoss for a 
short time during the 1970s. He was also a past president of 
the Military Postal History Society. In 1979 he received the 
Society’s Century Award for recruiting 100 new members to 
the APS. His wife Diane who predeceased him is a member 
of the APS Hall of Fame.

At the time of his death, Tom Post of Michigan was Pres-
ident of the Mobile Post Office Society. He had a number of 
exhibits related to railway and traveling post offices of New 
York, Illinois and Luxembourg. 

Deb Nicoll was an exhibitor and nationally accredited 
judge who was a major contributor to the Indiana Stamp 
Club and its annual Indypex Show. She was also a 2009 
Nicholas Carter Volunteer Award winner.

Finally, Jim Boyles was another 2009 Carter Volunteer 
Award winner who recently passed away. Known by many as 
“Mr. Lancopex” for his efforts on behalf of the annual Lan-
caster show, Jim served on several APS election committees. 
He was also an exhibitor and in his later years a part-time 
dealer.

We regularly lose members to death, and I certainly don’t 
mean to slight anyone by listing only these seven, but I can’t 
ever recall such a large group that has been so recognized 
for their contributions to the hobby all passing within thirty 
days of each other. A big thanks as well to the several mem-
bers who have made gifts to the APS/APRL in memory of 
one or more of these individuals.

*****
With as many visitors as we get in Bellefonte I rarely 

mention specific individuals but do want to thank member 
Paul Wijnants from Belgium for his recent visit. We were 
delighted to have him use our facilities for a few days.

*****
We always appreciate suggestions and feedback from 

members. One member recently called and gently scolded 
us for not promoting gift memberships and not offering gift 
cards. Our website does allow for purchase of gift member-
ships and from time to time we do promote them in The 
American Philatelist. However, we have never had a great re-
sponse, and unfortunately some of the individuals for whom 
memberships have been purchased have declined the gifts. If 
you would like to purchase a gift membership or to continue 
a gift membership by paying a member’s renewal, please 
contact us as we are happy to oblige.

While a traditional gift card may not be the most effec-
tive way to make a philatelic gift, we can always come up 
with alternative solutions. For example, we can put money 
on a member’s account or create a coupon for which they 
can enter the code to apply the amount of a “gift card” to an 
online purchase.

A second idea came from Past President Janet Klug who 

there are no age requirements to be a volunteer. Abbey masorti and 
clarissa theiss help out in the shows Department.
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recently shared her suggestion with the Membership Com-
mittee. This is a fun challenge. She asks APS members to 
summarize the APS experience or stamp collecting in six 
words. Janet wrote:

After a love-filled few days in Atlanta, here is mine: 
“Stamp collecting is really friend collecting.”

You will likely see more on this in future issues, but if any 
of you would like to send your six-word description to me 
at kpmartin@stamps.org I’ll make sure they are shared with 
the Membership Committee.

*****

Finally, I need to wipe some egg off my face. In my 
last column I mentioned that Peter McCann and Michael 
Dixon had been elected as fellows of the Royal Philatelic 
Society of Canada. Peter McCann has been, but it was not 
Michael Dixon, but rather Michael Sefi, keeper of the 
Queen’s Collection. My apologies to all concerned.

Thank you all for everything you do for the hobby and 
Society.  As summer activities start to slow down I hope 
you can find a little more time for the pleasure of stamp 
collecting.


