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Ultimate Stamp Sale 
& Summer Seminar 

Wow, $9.5 Million ! The June 17 sale of the British Guiana One-Cent Magenta 
(Scott 13) provided great publicity for the hobby. One of the most popular 
people at the sale was Irwin Weinberg, the owner of the stamp from 1970 

to 1980. Two days following the sale, we were lucky enough to get him to talk to our 
Summer Seminar students about his experiences as past owner of the stamp. This and 
other Summer Seminar presentations (including the talk of Jim Dempsey, this year’s 
distinguished philatelist) may be viewed online. Links are available from the APS 
website at www.stamps.org and the APSYou Tube channel, www.youtube.com/user/
AmericasStampClub/.

*****
Our August 21–24 Hartford StampShow is only a few weeks away. This is the larg-

est annual event in the United States, and probably the world, for stamp collectors. The 
show hotel is sold out, but information on other hotel options 
has been added to our website. We hope you will be able to join 
us for great buying opportunities, lots of meetings and seminars, 
fantastic exhibits to  view, and the opportunity to meet thousands 
of other collectors including most of the APS and APRL board 
and several members of the APS/APRL staff.

In early June a free mobile application for smart phones was 
made available that includes the show schedule and floor plan, 
plus dealer and exhibit information. This tool is available to the 
general public as well as APS members. Just scan the code found 
on page 734 in the StampShow section or visit www/stamps.org/
SS-App. Please note that Show updates changes are made to the 
website daily. Check out the website updates link on our front 
page for major changes and newly available content.

*****
We continue to receive and post new Articles of Distinction 

to the website. These represent the best annual writing from our 
chapters and affiliates, and provide excellent introductions to many specialities within 
philately.

We also continue to work on producing finding aids/guides for our unique archi-
val collections. At present guides are available for

• Aaronsburg Post Office Documents,
• Daniel Hines Air Mail/Aviation Papers,
• Milford (Iowa) Post Office Documents,
• Awards of the late Wing Commander Emmett “Pat” Sloan,
• Czeslaw Slania Collection,
• Harlan Stone Papers (Switzerland), 
• Thomas J. Alexander Papers, and
• W. Wallace Cleland Papers.

Jim Dempsey, 
regaled the 
Summer Seminar 
attendees at the 
Distinguished 
Philatelist Dinner 
with stories from 
fifty years as a 
stamp dealer.

Irwin Weinberg 
reminisced about 
owning the 
British Guiana. 
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A finding guide on Postal Historian Richard Graham’s 
research papers is nearing completion, and during Volunteer 
Work Week in July we hope to finish a finding guide for the 
Richard Sheaff ’s United States Postage Stamp Design files.

We also have a new server setup and software installed 
that will allow users to search the digitized issues of The 
American Philatelist, the Philatelic Literature Review, and 
other publications. By the time you read this we should be 
testing the software and we hope that this will be available to 
the public by later this year. It may be a couple years, how-

ever, before the entire runs of The American Philatelist (127 
years’ worth!) and Philatelic Literature Review are completely 
scanned and available to be searched and viewed online.

*****
We are seeing a nice increase in the use of our Stamp-

Store, with monthly sales exceeding the previous year’s sales 
for eight consecutive months. With about 240,000 items for 
sale, if you can’t get to our show in Hartford, a visit to www.
StampStore.org should be help you fill some holes in your 
collection.

Summer Seminar 2014
The 2014 Summer Seminar hosted one hundred-
plus students, instructors, presenters, and guests. 

A good time was had by all. 

A lunch time round-table 
discussion about writing for the 
AP with Barb Boal.

During free-time, the students 
take the opportunity to shop for 
new items for their collections.

Students and faculty take a break 
from class for the annual bowling 
and billiards outing.

Classes and electives provide students the 
opportunity to pick the philatelic brains of 
some of the top collectors in the hobby today.


