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Busy Summer 
at the APC

June is one of our favorite months here at the APC, because it is when we host our 
annual Summer Seminar in Philately. This year was the thirty-third Summer Seminar, 
and more than 100 students, guests, and instructors arrived to enjoy the week-long 

activities. In addition to the main courses, daily electives covered a wide variety of topics 
ranging from a tour of the new APS website to Photoshop Elements to Tut’s Tomb. There 
is never a dull moment during the Seminar with a lively philatelic auction, buy-sell-trade 
night, an ice-cream social, and even a bowling outing. Many of the students also spent 
some of their “down time” looking at Sale Circuits, doing some research in the American 
Philatelic Research Library, and shopping at the philatelic donations store. Did I mention 
the good food? No one goes away hungry from a meal during the Seminar! Mark your 
calendar for June 16–20, 2013 and plan to attend next year’s Seminar.

******
The Thursday evening dinner at the Summer Seminar always includes a talk by a 

distinguished philatelist. This year we were honored to hear from former Assistant Postmaster 
General Gordon Morison who, among many other accomplishments, ran the Washington 2006 
International Show and forty years earlier created the Champion of Champions competition for 
grand award exhibitors from national level shows around the United States. Accompanying Gor-
don to the Summer Seminar was Pete Davidson, who formerly worked for Gordon as General 
Manager for Stamp Services for the USPS. For those of you not able to be present, a transcript of 
Gordon’s talk is available on the APS website at www.stamps.org/2012-distinguished-philatelist.

We were fortunate enough to have still another USPS employee provide an elective and general 
session presentation. Long-time subscribers to Linn’s Stamp News may remember Joe Brockert 
as an assistant editor for that publication until 1984 when he was hired by the 
USPS. Joe is currently involved with stamp manufacturing, but his involvement 
with Summer Seminar goes back to 1980 when he was a member of the first Sum-
mer Seminar class.

******
During this year’s Seminar our Expertizing Service reached a milestone by is-

suing its 200,000th certificate, but we could not have arrived at this plateau without 
the support of our members. In particular, we rely on the skills and expertise of 
about 130 committee members to evaluate the authenticity of the philatelic items 
submitted. Then there is the wealth of material (both genuine and fake) donated 
by the membership for the APS Reference Collection, the literature donated to the 
Library, and even the cash given to allow us to purchase equipment such as our 
CrimeScope. Remember, we not only expertize the world, but we back our opinions 
with a guarantee.

******
The Monday following the Summer Seminar we were delighted to host about 

twenty-five visitors who had attended the National Topical Stamp Show in Lan-
caster, Pennsylvania and afterwards came by bus to visit the American Phil-
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atelic Center. Like most visitors, they toured the building, 
spent time in Circuit Sales looking for items to fill gaps in 
their collections, and utilized the resources of the American 
Philatelic Research Library. Hopefully, many of the Ameri-
can Topical Association group will go back to their local 
clubs and share their experience at the APC, as did Mitch-
ell Sapp, another summer visitor. Shortly after the Seminar 
Mitchell sent us an e-mail that read in part:

Upon arrival at home I made a program for the 
Gainesville Stamp Club and reported on the Tour that we 
received, of the Sales department, the meeting rooms and 
the Library. Those members who have not visited the APS 
headquarters since the move into the “Match Factory” 
were most impressed with the improvements and the “full 
tenancy” of the building. 

The only thing that would have made my visit better 
would have been to have several more days to research and 
buy stamps that I needed. That will teach me to never go 
anywhere again without my “Want List”.

******
I’m pleased to report on two recent major in-kind dona-

tions. Charles Verge visited for a couple days prior to Ropex 
and delivered a wonderful collection of Irish philatelic lit-
erature to the Library. While we missed out on the pleasure 
of seeing U.S. stamp designer Richard Sheaff this summer, 
he sent us nineteen boxes of his archives. We will combine 
these materials with the archives from former Citizen Stamp 
Advisory Committee chair Belmont Faries to improve what 
was already one of the best collections of materials on U.S. 
stamp design.

******
Charles Verge is a past president of our counterpart in 

Canada, the Royal Philatelic Society of Canada, and he re-
cently announced the election of two APS members as fel-
lows. Congratulations to Peter McCann and Michael Dix-
on. Many of you may remember Peter McCann as a past 

APS President. He current serves as vice presi-
dent of the International Federation of Philately. 
Michael Dixon may be best known as president 
of Washington 2006. He also worked with Na-
pex in the DC area for many years, and since his 
move to Portland, Oregon has taken a major role 
in planning and organizing Pipex.

******
Over the past month, when our Director of 

Education Gretchen Moody was not working 
on Summer Seminar preparations, she was gath-
ering and tabulating feedback from the Stamps 
Teach pilot program conducted in cooperation 
with the Smithsonian National Postal Museums 
Council of Philatelists. 

The initial pilot program was extremely success-
ful, exposing more than 2,000 students to stamp 

collecting with support and participation from 100+ teach-
ers from more than twenty states throughout the country. 
Teachers were provided lesson plans, worksheets, and task 
cards for children, all employing collectible postage stamps. 
Better than 90 percent of the participating teachers have in-
dicated they plan to continue to use the program.

The study is now being expanded to a second, larger pilot 
program to reach even more students with even more lesson 
plans and is looking for additional teachers of grades 3–5 
who would be interested in participating.

The program provides:
• A link to an illustrated website with downloadable lesson 

plans, worksheets, and task cards.
• Lessons for language arts, math, social studies, science, and 

art that meet current school standards.
• A free large package of colorful postage stamps to be used 

with the lessons
• A learning center with hands-on activities that uses stamps 

in the learning process, including colorful posters.

Pilot teachers are required to set up the learning center 
in their classroom as an independent activity AND to teach 
one of the lessons. The next phase of the pilot program is 
starting in September. If you or anyone you know would like 
to help and get involved please contact Gretchen Moody, 
gretchen@stamps.org, at the APS.

******
A big thanks to APS member and dealer Steve Taylor. 

Steve makes regular gifts of philatelic material related to 
the APS and Bellefonte, but he also offers a 10 percent dis-
count to APS members that leads to a few new members 
each year.

******
See you at StampShow!

the AtA visits the APc.


