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Last month I provided a sampling 
of the many ways in which volun-
teers help the Society. However, I 

did not address one of the most impor-
tant ways Society members can help — by 
recruiting new members. Since reaching 
a peak membership of more than 57,000 
members in early 1990, APS member-
ship has fallen to 37,046 at the end of 
May 2009. (Now, before you panic, just 
keep in mind that in the 1930s, consid-
ered by many to be the heyday of stamp 
collecting, the APS struggled to keep its 
membership above 4,000.)

Member retention is not the prob-
lem. We are blessed with many loyal 
members, and other organizations would 
love to have our retention rate of nearly 
90 percent. Th e Internet continues to ex-
pose the hobby to an ever-widening base 
of potential collectors, and I don’t be-
lieve that the number of stamp collectors 
worldwide is decreasing. Still, the num-
ber of new applicants for membership 
in the APS has fallen from more than 
6,000 a year during much of the 1970s 
to barely more than 2,000 last year. Just 
to stabilize our membership we need ap-
proximately 3,500 new applicants on an 
annual basis.

Over the years we 
have tried hundreds of 
ideas to obtain new mem-
bers. Th ese range from 
the half-page ad that ran 
for twelve consecutive 
issues in the Postcard 
Collector and generated 
a total of one new mem-
ber, to soliciting World 
Series of Philately shows 
for registration forms, to 
working with USPS philatelic clerks and 
printing backer boards for products sold 
by the Philatelic Fulfi llment Center.

We continue to explore a number of 
approaches. For example, we gladly pro-
vide business reply cards to any mem-
bers who are willing to include them 
in mailings. Th e cards may be included 
with such things as eBay orders or with a 
chapter or affi  liate newsletter. For all but 
one of the last seventeen years, Don Sun-
dman of Mystic has recruited the most 
APS members by including the business 
reply cards in Mystic mailings.

However, with the exception of a gift  
membership there is nothing more ef-
fective than a personal invitation from 
one member to another collector. Th e 
APS even off ers an fi nancial incentive! 
For every applicant who lists you as their 
sponsor we will pay you $5, and if you 
obtain fi ve or more new members in a 
single year we add a free year’s dues. Our 
goal for 2010 is to reach 3,500 new ap-
plicants and stabilize the membership. 
All this requires is one out of every ten 
current APS members to recruit one new 
member a year. What if every one of us 
were to recruit one new member this 
year? What a great goal!

New Website 
Coming Soon

Part of the reason for 
the decline in applicants 
for membership may be 
the modern expectation 
of immediate gratifi ca-
tion. Many collectors 
expect to get online and 
fi nd information imme-
diately. For nearly a year 
we have been working on 

a revamped website that we hope eventu-
ally will become the essential destination 
for collectors. We expect the new site to 
go live around the time you receive this 
magazine. New features will include the 
ability to check on the status of sales cir-
cuits or items submitted to expertizing 
and to compare stamps. While we will 
try to provide open content designed to 
attract newcomers to stamp collecting, 
other content will be restricted to mem-
bers who log in. To encourage individu-
als to visit the site oft en, new content, 
including articles and exhibits, will be 
added regularly. Please let us know if you 
have content you would like included.

National Stamp 
Collecting Month

Another way to promote the hobby 
is through special activities for National 
Stamp Collecting Month in October. 
Th e APS will have two special activities 
this October. Kicking off  the month on 
October 3, we will have an open house 
inviting the public to learn about stamp 
collecting. At the end of the month, from 
October 30 through November 1, we will 
be hosting U.S. Classics 2009 and the 
Fourth Annual Postal History Sympo-
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sium. Th ese latter events will bring to-
gether academics and philatelists, a fan-
tastic showing of Classic material, and a 
great opportunity to purchase stamps.

In addition to our normal weekday 
hours, both Circuit Sales and the Library 
will be open for the Saturdays of these 
two events.

An idea suitable for October and 
year around comes from member Les 
Winick. He suggests that APS members 
ask their local postmaster to allow stamp 
club brochures be placed in the post of-
fi ce lobby for distribution. Your strength 
is our strength as one of our best sources 
for new members are local club mem-
bers.

APS Stamp Talk
Another way of promoting the hob-

by is through Internet Radio. Th e show 
started by Ted Bahry and now hosted by 
Nancy Clark is available live, by “tape,” or 
by podcast at www.wsradio.com. Some 
4,000 to 7,000 individuals listen to the 
show each month. However, we need to 
come up with $250/month to continue 
the program beyond August and would 
love to hear from potential advertisers, 
sponsors, and donors.

Th anks for Your Generosity
In early May I visited the BuxMont 

Stamp Club near Philadelphia, Pennsyl-
vania and was pleased to talk to about 
thirty area collectors. Attendees included 
Jerry Lifsey who last fall donated several 
copies of his book to benefi t the APS and 
Lou Calzi who has spent years fostering 

the hobby to youth in the area. While I 
was there, Paul Kelly also presented the 
APS with a very generous contribution. 
Congratulations to President Ken Har-
rison on a vibrant club!

Occasionally we receive notes from 
members apologizing for only being able 
to give $20 — or $10, or just $5 — to sup-
port the Society or hobby. We appreciate 
the messages but there 
is no need for apologies. 
Any contribution you can 
give helps to boost our 
hobby and we are grate-
ful for each donation we 
receive.

Finally, as I pointed 
out last month, contri-
butions come in many 
forms. Volunteer support 
off ering member time and 
skills is invaluable. Using 
the APS credit card for 
regular purchases helps 
us. Some members do-
nate portions of circuit books or unsold 
items from StampStore. We also have had 
members designate a percentage of the 
sale of their items at auction houses to 
the APS. You can even off er your support 
by designating the APS as your preferred 
organization and performing searches or 
buying items at www.igive.com.

Women’s Festival a Success
Speaking of individuals support-

ing the hobby, it would be hard to fi nd 
a group doing more to promote the 
hobby than those who attended the fi rst 
Women’s Festival held at the American 
Philatelic Center the last week of May. 
Th e group of about forty women (and a 
few men) exhibited a tremendous sense 
of camaraderie and support, energizing 
each other to achieve new levels of suc-
cess.

Th ere also was evidence that work 
with youth pays off  in the long term. 
Among those I had the privilege to 
meet was a member from the Chicago 
area. When I saw her name tag, I asked 
whether she was the same Kathryn John-
son who had been president of the Junior 
Philatelists of America around 1980. I 
had never met her but remembered her 

name from Th e Philatelic 
Observer and as a colum-
nist in Th e American Phi-
latelist. Aft er a break to 
focus on her career and 
being an “anonymous” 
member for the last thir-
ty years, it’s great to have 
her back in the fold as an 
active collector!

Charlie Peterson
Unfortunately, I have 

to end this column on a 
sad note. In early June, 
Charlie Peterson, “Mr. 

Philatelic Literature,” passed away. Char-
lie served as APRL President and also 
was on the APS Board. He served phi-
lately as an APS representative to the 
International Federation of Philately, as 
editor of the Classics Society journal, as 
president of the Writers Unit, and in too 
many other ways to enumerate. He was 
on the jury and provided encourage-
ment to me the second time I showed 
my Blood Donation exhibit. However, I 
got to know Charlie best in his role as 
a member and chair of the Campaign 
for Philately Fund-raising Committee. 
Charlie and his wife Lanny led by ex-
ample, donating about $10,000 to the 
APS this year and nearly $40,000 total. 
Not surprisingly Lanny has suggested 
memorial contributions be made to the 
Library in his memory.  Charlie ... we will 
miss you!




