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....................................................................................................................................THE PULSE
BY KEN MARTIN

Great News and Great Events
Exciting Events to Take Place at StampShow 2015

I am delighted to begin this month’s column with three great pieces of news. First, 
Mary-Anne Penner, the new United States Postal Service acting executive director of 
Stamp Services will have an open forum with collectors at 11 a.m., Friday, August 21 

at StampShow in Grand Rapids, Michigan. This is a great, and perhaps 
unique opportunity, for collectors to meet the head of Stamp Services and 
share their thoughts about the U.S. stamp program.

Second, we are delighted that Janet Klug has agreed to be the Tiffany 
Dinner speaker at StampShow in Grand Rapids. Janet was president of the 
APS from 2003 to 2007, is currently chairwoman of the Citizens’ Stamp 
Advisory Committee, served on the National Postal Museum’s Council 
of Philatelists, is an accomplished exhibitor and an accredited judge, and 
an all-around great woman. The Thursday evening, 
August 20, event that will include a mini-auction of 
donated material, is open to all. Tickets are $125 each 
and include a $50 tax-deductible donation. They 
may be purchased at www.stamps.org/SS-Function-
Tickets or by calling us.

Third, the October 18-28 APS Stamp Cruise that 
is visiting the Panama Canal is sold out.

Selling Philatelic Items Online
I have recently been contacted by several members who wanted 

the APS to take action against eBay sellers for what they considered 
misrepresentation of stamps. However, in most of the cases, there is little 
we can do because the seller has not been a member of the American 
Philatelic Society. Some of the members thought that the APS vets stamps 
for eBay, but the online auction website terminated its arrangement with 
the APS several years ago. About the same time, eBay similarly ended an 
arrangement with the American Numismatic Association for coins. The APS does not have 
any special influence with eBay.

Bargains can be found on eBay, but there are also a lot of misidentified and misdescribed 
items. In some cases the seller is not a stamp collector and errors or omissions in a listing are 
unintentional. A few eBay sellers take advantage of collectors looking for deals that appear 
too good to be true. Buying from APS members does not guarantee satisfaction, but it is more 
likely to lead to a positive experience.

The APS StampStore offers an alternative to eBay for both buyers and sellers. More than 
$15 million in philatelic material has been sold through StampStore, which currently offers 
about a quarter million fixed-price items. We offer powerful search capability and the ability to 
save searches. We also recently added the ability to search by seller. A buyer can now find other 
items being offered by a particular seller, and sellers can essentially create a store and advertise 
their items by providing their seller ID to buyers. Visit www.stampstore.org to see what we can 
offer to help with your collection.

If you prefer to examine stamps up close before making a purchase, our Circuit Sales 
books still reign supreme. With a net value of more than $8 million in 40,000 books and 
approximately 165 categories, Circuit Sales has something for most collectors.

Wendy Masorti, wendy@stamps.org, 814-933-3803, ext. 270, would be happy to answer 
any questions about StampStore. Tom Horn, twhorn@stamps.org, 814-933-3803, ext. 227, 
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would be glad to assist 
with regard to Circuit 
Sales.

Experts Needed
No matter how you 

purchase stamps for 
your collection, our 
expertizing service 
provides a method 
of insuring that your 
stamps or covers are 
as described without 
unnoted flaws. The 
modest fees for the 
service that started in 
1903 are considerably 
lower for members 
than nonmembers, and many items qualify for a further 
discount if expertizing is requested at time of purchase from 
StampStore. Our certificates come with a limited five-year 
guarantee.

We offer expertization for U.S. and worldwide stamps. 
The review committee of the American Philatelic Expertizing 
Service (APEX) represents a diverse group of dedicated 
collectors and dealers interested in using their knowledge 
for the good of the society. The committee is dynamic, 
ever changing, and as members retire or pass on, vacancy 
opportunities open up for motivated individuals.

If you possess a reference collection or exhibit for your 
collecting interest, access to source material on the stamps 
and postal history, knowledge of the characteristics of genuine 
and forged material, and can provide opinions on condition 
(used, unused, cleaned stamps, repairs and alterations), 
you may qualify to be a part of the largest pool of philatelic 
experts in the United States.

A list of areas where the APS is searching for examiners 
is in the box nearby. Contact Mercer Bristow via e-mail at 
mercer@stamps.org, or 814-933-3803, ext. 205.

Volunteers, Always Welcome, Will Fuel Big Show
Our Grand Rapids, Michigan, StampShow scheduled for 

Aug. 20 to 23 is just around the corner. With approximately 
120 dealers, more than 10,000 pages of exhibits, several first-
day ceremonies, and more than 100 meetings and seminars, 
the show will attract more stamp collectors than any other 
annual event in the United States. It is thus also one of our 
best membership recruiting opportunities for the year.

The last few years, we have worked to improve the offering 
for adult beginning collectors through a StampBuddy booth. 
Providing one-on-one assistance is labor intensive for which 
we rely almost exclusively on volunteers. If you plan to attend 
the show and can spare as little as a one or two hours, the 
effort can be very rewarding. Of course, volunteers also 
are welcome to help in other areas such as registration, 
souvenir and function ticket sales, Stamps by the Bucket, 

show cover preparation, exhibit mounting and dismounting, 
and the youth area. Contact show manager, Megan Orient, 
meaganorient@stamps.org or 814-933-3803, ext. 207.

If you won’t be able to attend StampShow in August, it’s 
not too late to visit us the last week of July for our annual 
Volunteer Work Week.
APS Member Gough Wins at Show

Congratulations to 
APS Member James 
Gough who won the 
London Europhilex 
2015 “Grand Prix of 
the Exhibition” (best 
in show) for his exhibit 
“The UPU and Its 
Impact on Global 
Postal Services.”

The exhibit won 
the APS Champion of 
Champions competition 
in 2013.
Young Reporter’s Premise Off-base

I was recently contacted by a student journalist in Great 
Britain who wanted to interview me for a story on stamp 
collecting as a dying hobby. I tried to help her but disagreed 
with her premise. We have six times as many members as we 
did in the 1930s, that many individuals claim was the height 
of stamp collecting. At that point we did not have a single 
paid employee or own a 100,000-square-foot facility. Today, 
we have 30 full-time employees and nearly 200 affiliates 
(national specialty societies), while we had fewer than 10 
affiliates at that time. Today, thousands of stamp collectors 
are involved online.

I agreed that the hobby has changed dramatically. The 
number of retail stamp stores has dropped precipitously, but 
stamp collecting still provides a great way for individuals 
to relax and learn more about the world, and it provides 

The APS Is Searching for Examiners for These Countries and Topics
United States post 1920s
Afghanistan
Australian States
Baltic States
Bermuda
Bulgaria
Canadian Provinces
China
Republic of China
People’s Republic of China
Cuba
Czechoslovakia
  (1919 overprints)
Danzig

France
French Colonies
  (classic overprints/surcharges)
Bavaria
Germany
  (post 1922) and Berlin
Guatemala
Hong Kong
Iceland (the “prir” overprints)
Italy
Italian States
Japan
Liechtenstein
Malaya and States

Nepal
Paraguay
Poland (1919
  overprints/surcharges)
Ryukyu Islands
  (early surcharges)
Saar
Somalia Coast and Obock
Turkey
Ukraine (Trident overprints)
Uruguay
Venezuela
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an alternative to the immediate gratification now more 
frequently sought.

The reduced use of traditional postage stamps and their 
exposure to youth who rely more on texting and social media 
is of concern, but we have had success in providing lesson 
plans and stamps to teachers (the Stamps Teach program) to 
enhance the classroom experience.

Celebrity endorsement might help, but the underlying 
strength, or weakness, is not likely to be impacted greatly. In 
the short term, it would be helpful if stamp collecting was 
perceived as cool or the hobby of the day. However, fads are 
generally short-lived. The United States and other countries go 

through cycles. At one point it was baseball cards, at another 
point Beanie Babies. As long as stamp collecting continues to 
provide an intellectual escape from the daily pressures of the 
world and adapts to changing communications, its future can 
be bright. This won’t necessarily be easy and requires that we 
all work together in many different ways.

We are pleased to now be providing administrative 
services for the Society of Israel Philatelists who pay the 
hourly wages for an APS employee to help serve their society. 
In late May, in conjunction with the Collectors Club of 
New York, we provided frames for the All China Philatelic 
Federation to have a special exhibition at the Collectors Club 
of New York. And we also are working with a few affiliates, 
including the International Society for Japanese Philately, to 
provide a web platform to make available past issues of its 
journal.

Honors for Neighbors
Congratulations to our tenant Big Spring Spirits, that 

was recently listed as No. 7 on a list of best restaurants in 
historical buildings. If you need yet another reason to visit 
us, the neighboring town of State College was also recently 
ranked the best town in Pennsylvania and 14th best in the 
nation by Niche.

*****
Thanks to all members for everything you do for the hobby. 

Stamp collecting is great and you, our members, are the best.
Group of collectors that gathered for the All China Philatelic 
Federation event held in May at the Collectors Club of New York.


