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Together We 
Accomplish More

Congratulations to the Spellman Museum of Stamps and Postal History in Weston, 
Massachusetts, which recently celebrated its 50th anniversary with a symposium 
on early American postal history. The event, which preceded Philatelic Show 

in Boxborough, drew about fifty collectors to four sessions, a gala dinner, and an open 
house of the museum on the grounds of Regis College. Hopefully in the near future the 
presentations can be published, sharing the knowledge with even a wider audience. The 
APS was pleased to provide assistance with online registration and publicity.

Congratulations also to the Rochester Philatelic Association and the American 
Topical Association on their joint NTSS/ROPEX show in New York. Offering “two 
shows in one” increased attendance and reduced costs. APS offered an “On-the-Road” 
course prior to this event, giving collectors yet another reason to attend.

The following week in Ohio the Rubber City and Cuyahoga Falls APS chapters had 
a joint meeting featuring APS volunteer Dick Osman, who maximized his trip by also 
speaking at the Akron Collectors Club. Based on reports I have heard, this joint effort 
also was very successful.

Our Society values competition encouraging each of us to strive to be the best. However, sometimes we can 
accomplish more working together to build upon all our individual talents. That is certainly the purpose of the 
philatelic librarians who gather for regular meetings and to promote the ongoing growth of the union catalog of 
philatelic library holdings. By sharing excess holdings, more materials can be made easily accessible to collectors 
around the country. Coordinating efforts reduces duplication  and allows more to be accomplished. By agreeing 
on a single set of standards, the work one library does in cataloguing a publication can be used by other libraries.

Some members view the National Postal Museum as competition for the American Philatelic Society. We 
do compete for donor dollars, but we should also be rooting for their success and the success of Linn’s Stamp 
News and other hobby organizations. The more visitors the NPM attracts, the more people who are exposed to 
stamp collecting. If Linn’s subscription base doubled that would be a lot more strong candidates for membership 
for the APS.

A significant number of APS chapter mem-
bers are not individual members of the APS. If 
they did not have a local chapter they might be 
more likely to join the APS, but we need our lo-
cal chapters to have a greater presence through-
out the country, to offer programs on stamp 
collecting to non-philatelic groups in their area, 
to facilitate collectors meeting each other, and 
to recruit individuals to stamp collecting.

While APS StampShow is known for its 
Champion of Champions competition, it would 
not be as significant an event without the par-
ticipation of many groups. First day ceremo-
nies attract  collectors, and United States Postal 
Service support of a mass mailing of postcards 
to households in the area of the show results 

spellman symposium Presenters: Dr. tim O’connor, mark schwartz, ed siskin, and 
Yamil Kouri.
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Queen Victoria

MUSCOTT’S

LEEWARD IS.   1890 ½d major shift of duty plate, v.f. used. Rare. $390
MAURITIUS   1854 Intermediate impression 1d Brt vermilion SG 10. Excellent 

margins canc neat “3” of Pamplemousse. No faults. Cat $4,400. $2,250
NYASALAND   1898 Cheque stamp 1d SG 55. Embossed centre misplaced well 

to foot, neatly canc at Tshiromo. Unusual. $790
ST. VINCENT   1863-68 Perf 11-12½ by 14-16 SG 11 a huge stamp, superb 

mint. Cat $440. $360
SEYCHELLES   1901 THE UNIQUE 3c on 10c SURCHARGE TRIPLE SG 37b � ne mint. 

Dreadfully under-priced by SG cat as this is the rarest variety of Seychelles. $13,000
SWAZILAND   1889 1/- Green INVERTED OVERPRINT SG 3a. A magni� cent rare 

block of six fresh mint. Cat $7,600++  $6,250
TOBAGO   1880 1/- Yellow-ochre IMPERF PLATE PROOF IN ISSUED COLOR. Proof 

of SG 12, v.f. & rare. $790
ZANZIBAR   1896 “2½” on 2a INVERTED “1” in “½” SG 26j � ne mint. Cat $720. $550

CAPE OF GOOD HOPE   1861 The classic rarity 4d Vermilion ERROR OF 
COLOR SG 14e. A very attractive stamp clearly showing the error. Faults on back. 
Cat $64,000. Ex two famous collections. Illustration enlarged. $23,000

CAPE-MAFEKING   1900 Bechuanaland 6d on 3d SG 9 � ne mint. Ten known. 
Cat $11,200. $4,700

CYPRUS   1880 1d Red rare plate 174 � ne mint. Cat $2,240. $1,495
FALKLAND IS.   1891 6d REVERSED WATERMARK SG 33x in spectacular corner 

block of 10 fresh mint. $1,050
GAMBIA   1898-1902 6d MALFORMED “S” IN “POSTAGE” SG 43a v.f. mint. Cat $960. $680
GREAT BRITAIN   1840 2d Blue lettered TH, PLATE 1. An exquisite stamp with 

a lovely red M/C, Rare so � ne. $1,200
GRENADA   1889 “HALF PENNY” DOUBLE s/c on 4d SG 43a � ne mint. Cat $520. $280
JAMAICA   1863 3d green SG 3 block of four with marginal inscription fresh 

mint, three n.h. Cat $900++. $595
LAGOS   1884-86 1d Rose-carmine SG 22 m/s ”Specimen”, v.f. & scarce. $280

A few classic pieces to enjoy. Most rarities have certi� cates.
Excellent credit facilities available plus any purchase of $500 or more

may be paid by three monthly sums. Let us know what YOU collect.

ANTIGUA   1884-87 2½d “Top left triangle detached” SG 27b � ne mint. Cat $640. $470
BAHAMAS   1863-77 Perf 14 4d Rose-lake SG 37 extremely fresh mint & lovely. 

Cat $680. $450
BARBADOS   1875-80 Perf 14 1d SIDEWAYS WATERMARK, SG 74a v.f. used. Rare. 

Cat $1,360. $920
BECHUANALAND   1888 1/- “PR  TECTORATE” very rare error, SG 46a mint. 

Cat $10,400. $7,900
BERMUDA   1883 Soldiers envelope from Hamilton to London, unusually 

endorsed “Via New York” thus paid by a 2d stamp to allow for the 1d American 
transfer. Believed only two known. $6,250

BRITISH GUIANA   1875-76 Perf 15 24c Yellow-green SG 114 fresh & superb 
mint. Cat $1,040. $950

in hundreds of additional at-
tendees. APS offering tables 
and meeting space to affiliates 
makes these groups more likely 
to hold events at the show and 
attract more of their members 
to the event. The Stamp Show 
Conference being held imme-
diately prior to the show is  a 
good example of cooperation 
between the APS and ASDA. 
Even if it is not the tipping 

point in luring additional attendees to StampShow, the 
conference should result in strengthened philatelic events 
around the country.

How else can and should the APS be working with other 
organizations? We would love to hear your ideas.

*****
Progress continues on the American Philatelic Center. 

The floor has been poured and the room is being finished for 
high density compact shelving in our Library. This shelving 
will allow us to use space more efficiently and make materials 
more accessible. The construction, which we hope to be fin-
ished by the time you are reading this, also will provide a rare 
book room and a map/large document room.

Architect and APS member Charles O’Brien visited in 
May and left with at least three projects. One is to break the 
remaining Library plans into small more manageable chunks 
or phases. Barring one or more very large gifts we probably 
won’t be able to finish all the Library space at the same time; 
however, we would like to be able to share with donors and 
members a logical series of progress that should be achiev-
able, so that a member visiting once a year could see clear 
progress on every visit and donors would know what should 
be expected next.

Charles also will be reviewing our parking and traffic cir-
culation. While all the finished space we are not using is leased, 
potential tenants have expressed interest in all remaining un-
finished space. However, we have reached the current limit of 
impervious surface and our own parking needs restricts our 
ability to generate more income by leasing additional space. 
We also would like to be able to accept large truck deliveries 
without employees having to move their vehicles.

We thank those of you who are already planning to come 
to our third annual volunteer work week from July 22–26. 
This week allows us to accomplish many projects for which 
staff time is not available. Members have helped organize our 
collection of Fakes and Forgeries; developed finding aids for 
library archives; and organized photos. In addition, since vol-
unteer week is held just a couple weeks before StampShow, we 
typically can use volunteer help in preparations for that event. 
This year some volunteers may have an opportunity to move 
materials from our Library annex to the compact shelving.

Milwaukee

StampShow
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We also are happy to work with members who would like 
to volunteer but can not travel to Bellefonte. For example, 
Tony Croce, a trained indexer, has volunteered to index 
journals he receives: Linn’s, American Stamp Dealer and Col-
lector, and The American Philatelist. He sends us files using 
our indexing format and we are loading them in the Union 
Catalog.

*****
I end with sad news of the passing of two APS members 

Greg Sutherland and Wallace Cleland. After retiring with 
twenty years service in the Air Force, Greg became a profes-
sional philatelist and  dealer who was a regular at APS and 
many other shows. He did not just sell, but was a postal histo-
rian who was a member of at least seventeen national phila-
telic organizations.

Wallace Cleland was a nationally recognized researcher, 
collector and writer on numerous philatelic subjects, par-
ticularly the production and printing of U.S. postage and 
revenue stamps. Best known for his extensive service to the 
U.S. Stamp Society, he chaired their Plate Number Checklist 
service, was a major contributor to the Durland Plate Num-
ber Catalog, served on the USSS board and as chair of their 
board. He served as an APS Expert, taught at two APS Sum-
mer Seminars, and was the author of more than 200 phila-
telic articles.

*****
We hope stamp collecting bring you relaxation, enjoy-

ment and great friendships throughout the summer. And if 
we have the opportunity to see you in Bellefonte, at Stamp-
Show in Milwaukee, or in another philatelic setting, even 
better!

congratulations to Joe hahn and ernie Bergman, long-time APs 
volunteers who both recently received medals recognizing fifty 
years of APs membership.


