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I’m pleased to report that through the first four months of 2011 APS/

APRL operating income has covered all operating expenses and all our 
depreciation. In addition, we have escrowed about $250,000 for directed 

gifts for Library space that has not been completed and another $300,000 
to allow us to pay off our smallest mortgage when the window opens for 
prepayment without penalty at the end of the year. Thanks to all the staff and 
Board whose sacrifices have been critical to our reaching this point.

With the addition of Graymont Lime Company regional offices in March, 
the monthly rent we collect from our eight outside tenants exceeds the month-
ly mortgage interest by nearly $7,000. When we pay off our smallest mortgage 
by the end of the year, we will be within $1,000 of covering virtually all our 
mortgage payments (interest and principal), including the mortgage for the APS and APRL space.

The combination of incomes from the new tenant and the Bill Bauer estate also have allowed us to 
make major strides in the development of the American Philatelic Center. Assuming local governmental 
approval, the exterior of the building should be 95 percent renovated by the end of September. The entire 
complex will have new roofs and windows, preserving our assets until we have the funds to complete 
the interior fit out.

Because our present income is covering expenses, undesignated donations may be used to pay down 
debt, to improve or provide additional services to the membership, and to further develop the APC. 
When income was not covering expenses, we discouraged talk of new initiatives. Now, while we don’t 
want to raise hopes to high, we would like to reopen the spigot of ideas. Assuming member generosity 
continues, by next year we hope to have the challenge of sorting through 
member suggestions for the ones that will give us the biggest bang for the 
buck.

The Board and staff are particularly interested in ideas that may impact 
membership — an area where we are still struggling — and utilization of 
volunteer services. We have begun tracking volunteer hours — during the 
month of April, more than over 500 hours were given by volunteers work-
ing at the American Philatelic Center in Bellefonte.

Most of these hours are from regulars, but we are not afraid to put visi-
tors to work! Our thanks to Dealer Sue Dempsey who chipped in when she 
and husband (and past APS Dealer Representative) Jim recently visited be-
tween stamp shows. We have already promised having volunteer opportunities available for the spouses 
of two Summer Seminar participants and are looking forward to a large group of out-of-town volunteers 
for our Volunteer Work Week, July 25–29.

Facilitating volunteer support from individuals living in the remainder of the country also would 
seem to have great potential. For example, there has been discussion among the Philatelic Librarian’s 
group that although they have potential volunteers willing to digitize materials they may not be able 
to afford the server or web space to maintain the digitized files. This might be a healthy investment in 
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the hobby for the APS and APRL. Encouraging groups to 
work together and utilizing the efforts of volunteers cer-
tainly is more economical than APS contracting with a 
company to digitize the same materials.

Working with other groups is important to us. In early 
May the APS board approved a proposal from Janet Klug 
to make the best articles from affiliate and chapter pub-
lications available on our website. If the affiliate/chapter 
and author provide permission, we will post the article 
with a link to the group’s website. This provides additional 
content for APS members and greater recognition for the 
participating affiliates and chapters.

Another successful effort to get philatelic groups to 
work together is the annual Postal History Symposium co-
sponsored by the Smithsonian National Postal Museum, 
the APS, and APRL. The seventeen papers and presenta-
tions scheduled for September 16–17 at the APC should 
include something of interest for most collectors. And 
don’t forget that the United States Stamp Society will be 
holding a show with about fifteen dealers and 150+ frames 
of exhibits on the same weekend. A visit to the Sympo-
sium and USSS show also would offer a great opportunity 
to view the progress being made in developing the Ameri-
can Philatelic Center.

Seeing the APC up close should make it much easier 
to envision our long-term plans for the Library. We are 
also developing relatively small incremental projects that 
members may wish to fund to help continue our momen-
tum in the development of the APC. For those of you who 
have attended a show or Summer Seminar at the APC, the 
availability of restrooms for the event space is an example 
of a need that could be met.

Speaking of small gifts and their impact, thank you to 
the 1,638 APS members who through the end of April have 
together donated more than $32,000 as part of the Mighty 
Buck Club. These gifts of $12 (equal to $1 per month) have 
provided for several purchases. Examples include a new 
scanner for the Library, which is regularly being used by 
all the staff and has allowed us to reduce Library fees; a 
new digital camera for photos to be used in The American 
Philatelist and other APS publications; and the replace-
ment of our 40-year-old folder and sealing equipment. It’s 
not too late for YOU to join the Mighty Buck Club. For 
more details visit www.stamps.org/MightyBuck.

We recently have been blessed by a number of other 
gifts. Thanks to Regency Superior for paying for the meet-
ing space used for our “On the Road” Marketplace course, 
attended by ten students and held immediately preceding 
the St. Louis Stamp Expo. Congratulations and thanks to 
Bill Schultz who won his March Madness Pool and tithed 
10 percent of the winnings to the APS.
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In addition, 47-year member Brigitte Kaplan of Bo-
gata, Colombia prepared and submitted sales books to 
the Sales Division for years. She noted before she passed 
away this year that she wanted the sales proceeds donated 
to the APS and the unsold stamps donated to the Sales 
Division.

The Library recently received eight file cabinets of ma-
terials from the Jack Knight Airmail Society; the mate-
rial donated is the Van Dusen papers. Additional air mail 
materials were donated by Robert Picirilli, including the 
research materials Picirilli compiled while writing his re-
cently published book Postal and Airmail Rates in France 
& Colonies 1920–1945 (France & Colonies Philatelic So-
ciety, UK).

Dale Pulver’s family donated his collection of forgeries 
for our Reference Collection.

And our condolences to the family and thanks to the 
estate of Pat Buse. Pat had more than 500 items on our 
StampStore, all of which were donated to the APS on his 
passing. In addition, Past President Janet Klug transport-
ed to the APS several boxes of other materials including 
custom-made albums and Disney stamps, which will sup-
port youth programs.

Unfortunately, Pat Buse is not the only recent signifi-
cant loss to the hobby. Noted collectors and exhibitors 
Harvey Mirsky and APS Member and International Fed-
eration of Philately Director Paulo Comelli passed away 
on the same day in early May. More recently, Bill Helbock, 
editor of La Posta, and judge and American Philatelic Ex-
pertizing Service examiner Mike Nethersole also passed 
away unexpectedly. Although we are the American Phil-
atelic Society, we benefit greatly from individuals living 
outside the United States. Helbock lived in Australia; Co-
melli, who was also a frequent attendee and exhibitor at 
APS StampShow lived in Brazil; and both the APS and 
U.S. philately were the richer when Mike Nethersole re-
located from South Africa to the United States about ten 
years ago.

Our condolences also go to American Philatelic Re-
search Library president Roger Brody whose wife Mer-
edith passed away on the same day that we lost Mirsky 
and Comelli.

— APC Staff Picnic —
The American Philatelic Society, the American 
Philatelic Research Library, and the American 

Philatelic Center will be closed on Friday, July 15 
beginning at Noon for the APS Staff Picnic. P.O. Box 5319, Uplyme, Lyme Regis DT7 3ZJ, UK

Tel: 011-44-1297-444128 • Fax: 011-44-1297-444129
muscotts@btinternet.com

QV Rare & Unusual QE II

MUSCOTT’S

We specialize in Great Britain & Commonwealth -— original
artwork, proofs and color trials, rare stamps, varieties and errors.

Continuing our A to Z listing we present a selection
of stock from countries lettered K to L.

KENYA, UGANDA & TANGANYIKA 1912-21 15c Bright 
blue INVERTED WATERMARK, SG 49w � ne mint. Rare & 
unpriced by SG. $990.

1919 4c on 6c, SG 64 block of 4 with grossly misplaced 
surcharge n.h. $125.

1921-11 1c Black INVERTED WATERMARK, SG 65w � ne 
mint. Cat $575. $430.

1922-27 £5 Black & Blue SG 99. Fresh & superb mint 
marginal example. Cat $3,700. $2,650.

1936 3/- Rare perf 13 12, SG 120a � ne mint. Cat $3,700. $2,100.
1935 S. Jubilee 20c “DOT TO LEFT OF CHAPEL”, SG 124g v.f. 

used. Cat $140. $100.
1935 S. Jubilee 65c “DOT TO LEFT OF CHAPEL”, SG 126g v.f. 

mint. Cat $535. $320.
1935 S. Jubilee 1/- “LINE THROUGH 0 OF 1910,” SG 1271 

V.F. MINT. Cat $215. $140.
1942 1c Perf 13 13 “A” of “CA” OMITTED FROM WMK, 

SG 131ab fresh n.h. in positional block of 10. Cat $500. $450.
 Ditto, marginal block of 6 incl “BREAK IN BIRD”S BREAST,” 

SG 131ae n.h. Cat $150. $100.
1949 10c Black & green “MOUNTAIN RETOUCH”, SG 135a 

fresh n.h. Cat $140. $120.
1969 Water transport 30c SLATE-GREY OMITTED, SG 256a n.h. $85.
KUWAIT 1955-57 Scarce type II surcharge set, SG 107a-109a 

n.h. Cat $575. $420.
1958 15np scarce type II, SG 125a n.h. Cat $70. Single £25, 

block of 4 $170.
LAGOS 1884-86 ½d and 1d, SG 21 & 22 each with m/s 

SPECIMEN, v. � ne. Rare. Each $290.

LEEWARD ISLANDS 1897 ½d THE UNIQUE TRIPLE 
SURCHARGE, SG 9b fresh n.h. BPA Cert. The colony’s 
rarest stamp and underpriced by SG. $9,900.

1911 2/6d Black & red/blue, SG 44 in lovely corner block 
of 4, three n.h. $325.

1944 10/- “MISSING PEARL”, SG 113ca marginal, superb mint. $1,100.
1944 10/- Early stage of the BROKEN LOWER RIGHT SCROLL, 

SG 113ae superb mint. Rare. $2,750.
1938-51 Set to £1 incl most shades � ne mint. $550.
LESOTHO 1986-88 corner plate No. block of 6, 35s on 25s 

misplaced surcharge plus two with “S” OMITTED & 4 
WITH “S” at left, n.h. Nice piece. (Other errors available.) $375.

excellent credit facilities. Personal U.s. $ checks accepted.
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Unlock the Door to Exhibiting
Keys to Exhibiting

Begins November 7, 2011
� e ever-popular Keys to Exhibiting StampCampus online course 
will return this fall. APS Instructor and Judge, Janet Klug, o� ers 
this six-lesson course over a period of ten weeks. Five lessons cover 
everything you’ve always wanted to know about exhibiting — from 
the nuts and bolts of a successful exhibit, to understanding the 
intriguing new classes of exhibits. Discover the fun and challenges 
of exhibiting, with individual guidance in getting started, putting 
your exhibit together, where to show, and priceless tips. While not a 
prerequisite, having ample material to create the exhibit is important 
to receive the full value of the instruction o� ered. Students will need 
time each week during the course to complete assignments resulting 
in a completed exhibit. Beginning exhibitors are welcome.

Janet Klug was outstanding.  I don’t know how she found time 
to read all the student material and respond in-depth to each of 
them.  � ank you, Janet! — 2010 Student

$75 for APS members, $105 for non members
includes the Keys to Exhibiting workbook. 

Brush Up on the Basics
Basic Stamp Collecting

Begins October 24, 2011
Basic Stamp Collecting is four-session StampCampus online course 
introducing you to the hobby and covers how-to’s: from where to 
get stamps and to how to store them, to � guring out what they’re 
worth. You’ll even get a beginner’s kit — with all the tools and 
materials you’ll need to get started in the hobby. For those of you 
who already have a working knowledge of the hobby, this course will 
reinforce what you already know, introduce you to some new ideas, 
provide invaluable tips to help you avoid some costly mistakes, and 
encourage you to apply it all in a practical way.  Students will meet 
with Ada in a live chat each week, through the Virtual Stamp Club’s 
website, to prompt discussion related to the assignments.

I’m an 80 year old who returned to collecting a� er a hiatus 
of several decades.  � ere was enough to the course to keep me 
interested. It was an excellent overview and there was a lot that 
was new to me. — 2010 Student

$55 for APS members, $75 for nonmembers
includes the Basic Stamp Collecting workbook 

Register for the courses:  www.stampcampus.org • 814-933-3803

APS Fall Online Courses

Let me end on a more positive note by extending con-
gratulations to Linn’s Stamp News Associate Editor Jay Bi-
galke on his recent induction into the Wisconsin Philatelic 
Hall of Fame. Bigalke was lauded for his organizational 
skills with regard to Postal Service events, the promotion 
of USPS products, and for donating his artistic talents to 
create event programs, postmarks, and cacheted covers. As 
a student at the UW-Madison, he established a U.S. first-
day cover cachet-making business under the name FPMG 
(Future Postmaster General), which financed his travel 
to sixty-five first-day-of-issue ceremonies in twenty-four 
states. Bigalke has been honored as the American Philatel-
ic Society’s 2008 Outstanding Young Adult Philatelist and 
was the recipient of the 2002 Rookie of the Year Cachet-
maker Award from the American First Day Cover Society.

As we approach our 125th anniversary on September 
14, we want to thank you all for helping us head in the 
right direction!

See you in Columbus at
StampShow

August 11–14


