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New Tenant Signed
I am happy to report that the APS and APRL have signed an agreement with another 

firm to lease about 11,000 additional square feet at the American Philatelic Center. It will 
take us ten to eleven months to renovate the space, but the lease will generate a significant 
positive cash flow for us from the day they occupy the space. This will be our tenth ten-
ant. In total the tenants will be leasing more than 35,000 square feet, paying rent of about 
$500,000 per year and helping our finances significantly. Without our success in leasing 
space we would not have been able to keep the annual dues constant since 2009.

You may notice that we dropped 2,490 members for non-payment of dues at the end 
of April. While we would prefer not to drop even a single member, this is the lowest num-
ber of drops for nonpayment that we have had since 1978, and most organizations would 
be extremely happy dropping only seven percent of the membership. Adding resigna-
tions and deaths, our annual retention rate of ninety percent is excellent.

Our challenge continues to be recruiting new members. Any help in identifying pros-
pects for membership is greatly appreciated.  If you are a member of a local club, ask your fellow 
members if they have joined  the APS.  If you have a web page, include the APS logo and a link to our 
site. If you buy or sell stamps, ask the sellers or customers if they are APS members. If you are willing 
to do more, we are happy to mail you a recruiting kit or business reply cards you can include with cor-
respondence or orders. Recruit one or more members and we will pay you $5 for each and list you in 
the annual recognition issue.

Stamp Buddies & Show Greeters
In the May American Philatelist (page 435) Michael Bloom proposed that the APS start a “Stamp 

Buddy” program. As noted in one of the earlier letters, the APS Education Depart-
ment already has a Mentor program that can serve an APS member no matter 
where they live. A “Stamp Buddy” who could actually meet with a collector 
in person is even better, but is a little challenging to administer on a na-
tional basis.

Similar to many churches, a few APS chapters have designated 
greeters. And hopefully every stamp club introduces and welcomes 
visitors. If you would like a “Stamp Buddy,” the APS will be happy 
to pass your contact information on to the nearest local chapter but 
we can’t make any guarantees that they will have an appropriate 
contact available. If you would like to contact an APS affiliate club 
in your area, you will find them listed at www.stamps.org/Local-
Club or you many contact Judy Johnson at requests@stamps.org. If 
you live in an area without an APS chapter we may not be able to do 
any better than to arrange a contact through our traditional mentor 
program; pleas contact Gretchen Moody at gretchen@stamps.org.

Robert Stevenson, an APS member from the St. Louis area, made a simi-
lar suggestion for APS shows about fifteen years ago. We obtained “Ask Me” 
buttons and solicited volunteers to serve as greeters and to provide show tours for ron lesher guides Boy scouts through 

the exhibits.
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the APS winter and summer shows. Unfortunately, the num-
ber of volunteers was small. When Mr. Stevenson’s health 
declined, we incorporated the program into the “Chapters/
Affiliates/Beginners Booths” at our shows. We still try to do 
this but without the tireless assistance of Jim McDevitt and a 
couple others we would not even be able to staff this booth. 
However, if volunteers are willing to step forward we would 
love to have show greeters, offer regular show tours, and any 
other assistance we can to help enhance collectors’ enjoy-
ment of our shows — and hopefully also make them a little 
more likely to join the APS. If interested in volunteering in 
these ways at an upcoming APS show, please contact Barb 
Johnson at barbj@stamps.org.

When To Expertize
A recent discussion on the APS Linked-In group, www.

linkedin.com/company/american-philatelic-society, center-
ed around when and if a stamp should be expertized. One 
individual questioned the need to have a U.S. Columbian 
expertized. While Columbians are much easier to identify 
than Washington-Franklins and many other U.S. stamps, ex-
pertizing may still be beneficial, even for a used copy. Many 
straight-edge copies of Columbians have been perforated 

and some are repaired. I would certainly recommend exper-
tization for any high-value copy claimed to be mint never 
hinged. Even if the unused copy is hinged, an expertizing 
certificate can provide some reassurance that the hinge has 
not been used to cover a thin. Having an expertizing certifi-
cate also makes it much easier to sell a stamp.

APEX, your Expertizing service, caters to individual col-
lectors, and discounts are offered to APS members. With our 
CrimeScope, our Reference Collection of both genuine and 
forged stamps, our Library, and more than 130 experts serv-
ing on our expertizing committe, we can provide a guaran-
teed opinion on nearly all postage stamps. Most items are 
returned within six weeks of receipt. Additional information 
on APEX is available from our website or by contacting Di-
rector Mercer Bristow (mercer@stamps.org) or Coordinator 
Krystal Harter (krharter@stamps.org).

Fun with Philately
A hobby is supposedly to be enjoyable. And some clubs 

and shows go to great lengths to achieve this. Each year, 
Westpex, the San Francisco area World Series of Philately 
show, has a theme. This year, their theme was the 200th an-
niversary of the founding of Fort Ross, the southernmost 
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extension of Russian adventure 
into the new world. The story 
of Fort Ross includes a wonder-
ful but tragic romance between 

Concepción, the 15-year-old daughter of the Spanish Com-
mandant and Nikolai Resanov, the Russian adventurer and 
commander of the expedition that founded Fort Ross. In a 
follow up to last year’s show when “Sophie Tucker” visited 
Westpex, this year “Concepción” helped welcome show at-
tendees and made an appearance at the banquet as well.

A couple weeks earlier in the Chicago area, the Park For-
est Stamp Club had its annual show.  And for the second year 
in a row their judging team of Rich Drews and Kathy John-
son came in costume — this time as hockey players.

Although these images are no substitute for actually at-
tending these shows, we are pleased to share a photo from 
each event. Philately can be a serious hobby, but a little levity 
can make it a little more enjoyable and a lot more memo-
rable!

Distinguished Topical 
Philatelist

Congratulations to 42-year 
APS member Frederick Skvara 
of New Jersey (also a life mem-
ber of the APRL) who has been 
selected as the American Topical 
Association’s 2012 Distinguished 
Topical Philatelist. I’ve known 
Fred for many years because of 
our mutual interest in medical-
related philately. He has been a 
member of the ATA Board of Directors since 2006 and ATA 
Director of Chapters including author of the Topical Time 
“Chapter Chatter” column from 2006–2011. He has served 
since 2004 as editor of Scalpel & Tongs, quarterly journal of 
the ATA Medical Subjects Unit, as well as editor since Janu-
ary 2010 of the Americana Philatelic News, quarterly journal 
of the ATA Americana Unit (and APS affiliate). Since 2008, 
Fred also has been editor of The Westfield Philatelist for the 

APS  Westfield, New Jersey chapter.
The award will be presented to Fred at the ATA 

National Topical Stamp Show scheduled for June 
22–24 in Lancaster, Pennsylvania, about two and 
a half hours from the American Philatelic Center. 
I plan to drive down to the show for Saturday and 
Sunday following the conclusion of our Summer 
Seminar and hope to meet a few of you there!

Donating to the APS
Let me end with an apology and an opportu-

nity. First, Yoram Szekely was omitted from the 
list of in-kind donors in the April recognition issue of The 
American Philatelist. Our apologies and our thanks for his 
ongoing support.

Finally, there is a unique opportunity for individuals 
who financially support the American Philatelic Society. 
In June 2012, the Centre County Community Foundation 
will provide $100,000 in matching funds to Centre County, 
Pennsylvania-based public charities (such as the APS) for 
gifts made online at www.centregives.org during the thirty-
six hours from 6 a.m. (Eastern) on June 27 to 6 p.m. (East-
ern) on June 28, 2012.

All donations must be made online through www.Cen-
treGives.org; no checks or cash can be accepted. The min-
imum amount that can be donated is $10. The maximum 
individual donation that can be part of the match is $10,000. 
All donations to Centre Gives are  tax deductible and will 
be distributed to the organization in whose name they are 
made. The $100,000 match will be prorated based on the 
total raised. If the cumulative amount raised during the 36-
hour period is $100,000, organizations would receive a $1 
match for every $1 designated to them. If $200,000 is given 
during the period, the match will be 50¢ for each dollar. Do-
nors do not have to be from Centre County for their gifts to 
qualify for the match.

Philatelic Vacationing
Traditionally, summer is a slow period for philately. 

However, it is a great time to introduce a kid to the hob-
by; to make a side trip while on your vacation to visit the 
American Philatelic Center; to visit stamp shows including 
Napex (Washington, DC area), NTSS (Lancaster, PA), the 
Minnesota Stamp Expo, AmeriCover (Irvine, CA), and APS 
StampShow (Sacramento, CA); to participate in the APS 
Volunteer Work Week;  to visit the Congressional Exhibit in 
Washington, DC; or to simply relax at home with your col-
lection. We hope this summer brings you fun and philatelic 
nourishment!

“concepción” helped 
welcome show attendees

Judging team, rich Drews and Kathy Johnson.


