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Solitary and Collegial
Stamp collecting is often described as a solitary hobby. It is not like a team 

sport that requires others. Stamp collecting can be enjoyed nearly any time 
and any place, and can provide a wonderful respite from the every day 

pressures of the modern world.
However, most of us can achieve more by working with others. And the APS 

and the hobby are much stronger because of the individuals and groups with 
whom we work. An example of this can be found in the 202 national specialty 
organizations affiliated with the APS. Many collectors specialize, and some find 
that a group that offers a publication with its entire focus on their specialty more 
enticing than membership in the APS whose inhouse journal, The American Phi-
latelist, covers the entire spectrum of the hobby. Thus the very existence of these 
specialty groups costs the APS some members.

So why does APS publicize affiliates on our website, offer them meeting and 
booth space at our shows, stock and distribute their member applications, and 
even have a Committee who staffs a booth at our shows to promote the groups 
who are not able to participate themselves? It’s because the APS also benefits from 
our affiliates. A major reason why our annual summer show — StampShow 2011 will be in Columbus, Ohio, 
August 11–14 — is so successful is the participation of fifty or more affiliates. The fact that StampShow of-
fers stamp collectors in the United States the country’s largest annual bourse with about 150 stamp dealers 
is enough to attract many general collectors, but for others the participation of a specialty society in their 
particular field of interest makes the difference in their decision to attend. Last year in Richmond, 
for instance, we were happy to welcome several members of the Confederate Stamp Alli-
ance who have not routinely attended StampShow, and we hope they had so much fun that 
they will come to Columbus this year, even though the CSA will not be meeting formally 
in Columbus.

A few affiliates who have trouble staffing a show booth full-time share booth space 
at APS shows (StampShow and AmeriStamp Expo), helping each other to recruit new 
members. The APS and the American Topical Association used the same arrangement 
at Chicagopex this past fall.

The participation of an affiliate group also contributes significantly to the Postal 
History Symposiums that have been held at the American Philatelic Center. The Amer-
ican Air Mail Society (2007), the United States Philatelic Classics Society (2009), and 
the United States Stamp Society (September 16–18, 2011) have sponsored shows that 
run in conjunction with the Symposium, thus enhancing the events and attendance.

APS and its Affiliates mutually benefit from shared ventures outside of shows 
and philatelic events. The American Helvetia Philatelic Society saw an opportunity to 
promote themselves and help the hobby by allowing their “Swiss Sampler” mini-album 
to be added to the forty other free downloadable stamp albums APS makes available to 
colllectors. As the APS (with volunteer support) works on converting many of our more 
than 100 slide programs to DVDs, we are pleased to be able to make a broader offering 
available, because of additions provided by the American Air Mail Society.

Affiliates and chapters have also helped the APS raise funds. The Military Postal His-
tory Society and Universal Ship Cancellation Society led the fund-raising efforts for the 
Gung Ho Room at the American Philatelic Center. The American Topical Association 
helped raise funds for the MaryAnn Owens and George Guzzio Thematic Reference Col-
lection. The Chicago Philatelic Society helped make the Bud and Dodie Hennig Room pos-
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sible. We also have a Garfield Perry/Lybarger room as well as 
rooms for the American Air Mail Society, the United States 
Philatelic Classics Society, and the United States Stamp So-
ciety.

APS is looking at additional ways to work with affiliates. 
Some affiliates offer an annual award for the best article in 
their journal or newsletter. In the near future, if the affiliate 
extends permission (and provides a copy), we will post the 
article on the APS website with a link to the affiliate. If there 
is sufficient interest, perhaps one day we could offer a Cham-
pion of Champions competition for the best article in an af-
filiate publication, similar to the Champion of Champions 
award offered for the Most Popular exhibit at shows.

We also are looking at making storage space available for 
publications and other materials that are available in a digi-
tal format. This idea came from the Librarians Group, which 
meets by conference call and again at many of our shows. A 
couple of libraries indicated that while they have volunteers 
who can digitize some of their materials, they may not be 
able to afford the storage space. The APS/APRL and hobby 
both benefit if, by our allocating dollars to the preservation 
of digital files, we also gain volunteers who are digitizing 
philatelic material at other libraries, thus avoiding duplica-
tion of effort here at the APRL and, in the end, spending our 
dollars more effectively.

As I have mentioned in previous columns, several phila-
telic libraries are participating in the “Union” catalogue of 
philatelic library holdings. This not only provides opportuni-
ties for collectors to check out the holdings of several librar-
ies simultaneously, it can save librarians the work of creating 
catalogue entries if one has already been created by another 
library. These philatelic libraries also offer duplicate copies of 
literature to other libraries whose collections are incomplete.

*****
The APS efforts to work with other groups goes beyond 

our affiliates. The Education and Youth Department contin-
ues to partner with Stamp Camp USA on many projects and 
is working with the New Initiatives Committee of the Coun-
cil of Philatelists on a pilot program to offer lesson plans 
that teachers may use to incorporate postage stamps in the 
classroom. We already have about 100 lesson plans that have 
been used successfully in classrooms and that offer teaching 
opportunities at just about every grade level and for many 
different subjects. The greater challenge may be getting the 
stamps together for each of the lesson plans!

The APS also worked with the Council of Philatelists to 
develop and implement the LearnAboutStamps.com website 
aimed at answering questions for beginning stamp collec-
tors. And, of course, we are interested in working with you 
even if you are not a part of a group. We currently have more 
than twenty volunteers who provide support on a weekly ba-
sis in Bellefonte ... and most of these volunteers are not even 
stamp collectors! We are looking forward to another group 
of philatlic volunteers for our second APS Volunteer Work 

Buying Japan
China & Korea

Rising Sun Stamps
P.O. Box 716 • Marshalls Creek, PA 18335-0716

Phone: (Cell) 570-350-4393
E-mail: haruyo_baker@msn.com

Call 570-350-4393 before shipping

We buy other stamps, too.

Please ship your stamps by registered or Express Mail for prompt payment.

Phila Nippon 2011
July 28–August 2 in Yokohama

Stamps & Covers

Japan Special Want List
buy price is for mint NH XF

Scott No. Price
1–4 $600
#5–8 650
9–54 send for offer
55–67 1,300
68–71 200
75–84 490
91–108 400
113–114 1,400
115–125 1,000
127–147 1,100
152–154 600
    Used 200
163–166 200
171a–176a 350
188–189 400
198–201 125
222a 650
   Used 450
239–252 200
271a 250

Scott No. Price
306a 150
311a 150
422a 225
425–36 500
456 150
479a 275
509–521B 600
C1–2 550
C3–7 100
C8 1,300
   Used 800
C9–13 130
C14–24 300
C25–38 225

Offi ce in China
1–18 125
22–32 900
33–49 3,000

Offi ces in Korea
1–14 1,100

We pay top price for covers & FDCs before 1955
See us
at our
BOOTH!APS STAMPSHOW

August 11–14 in Columbus, Ohio
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Stamp Show Schedule 2011
July 9–10 MSDA • Prospect Hts., IL
July 15–17 MN Stamp Expo • Crystal, MN

Aug. 5–7 Americover AFDCS • Indianapolis, IN
Aug. 11–14 APS STAMPSHOW • Columbus, OH 

Sept. 2–4 BALPEX • Hunt Valley, MD
Sept. 16–18 Houston Stamp Show • Humble, TX

Oct. 15–16 Fairfax Stampfest • Fairfax, VA
Oct. 22–23 CUPEX • Urbana, IL

Oct. 29–30 Cuy–LorPex • Rocky River, OH
Nov. 11–13 VAPEX • Williamsburg, VA

Nov. 18–20 CPS Chicago Philatelic Soc. • Arlington Hts., IL
Dec. 2–4 FLOREX • Orlando, FL

We will not be attending the 2011 INDYPEX show in Indianapolis. 
Please come out and visit us just 5 weeks earlier at AMERICOVER at the same hotel.

Stamp Show Schedule 2012
Jan. 6–8 New Orleans Stamp Expo • Kenner, LA
Jan. 20–21 York County Stamp Show • York, PA

Jan. 27–29 APS AMeRISTAMP eXPO • Atlanta, GA
Feb. 3–5 Sarasota National Stamp Exhibition • FL

Feb. 10–12 ASDA Show • Boynton Beach, FL
March 2–4 SPRINGPEX • Springfi eld, VA

March 9–11 ASDA Show • Lombard, IL
March 16–18 St. Louis Stamp Expo • MO

March 23–25 Garfi eld Perry • Cleveland, OH
April 28–29 Plymouth Stamp Show • MI

May 4–6 Philatelic Show • Boxborough, MA
May 25–27 NOJEX • Secaucus, NJ

June 1–3 NAPEX • Tysons Corner, VA
June 22–24 ATA National Show • Lancaster, PA

Aug. 10–12 Americover AFDCS • Irvine, CA
Aug. 16–19 APS STAMPSHOW • Sacramento, CA

Nov. 23–25 CPS Chicago Philatelic Soc. • Arlington Hts., IL
Nov. 30–Dec. 2 FLOREX • Orlando, FL

P.O. Box 1458 • McMurray, PA 15317
Phone: 773-914–4332 • E–Mail: weiszcovers@yahoo.com

www.douglasweisz.com

More to be announced, schedule subject to change. Please come out and 
support these shows. You can make a diff erence, these shows can all be what 
you want them to be with increased attendance and of course, your collecting 
dollars! Join your local club and help run and promote them. They are worth 
our time and eff orts.

DOUGLAS WEISZ
U.S. COVERS
BUYING & SELLING

The largest traveling inventory of U.S. covers in the country. 
We are the largest buyers of quality FDCs and bring over

50,000 to each show. We also carry a large selection of 
fl ights, WWII patriotics, inaugurals, postal history and

a full line of U.S. postal stationery. Contact us with
your want lists or come and visit us at a show.

We are always buying all types of U.S. covers. Call us today.

Visit us
at APS

STAMPSHOW! 

Week this July 25–29, but we are certainly willing to try to 
find appropriate tasks for any APS member who wishes to 
volunteer, even if they never expect to be able to visit the 
American Philatelic Center.

*****
It’s always rewarding to hear of the enjoyment someone 

derives from stamp collecting. But it is doubly rewarding 
when a collector or their family does something to help oth-
ers enjoy the hobby. APS has been blessed with portions of 
several large estates. Most recently, the Bill Bauer estate has 
been a godsend. Other major gifts have come from the estates 
of Leo August, George Fisher, Horace Harrison, and Osborne 
Morse. We also have had some 
significant gifts in memory of 
past members including Felix 
Ganz, Mel Goldberg, Herman 
Lembersky, Mary Morison, 
Richard Riley, Maynard Sun-
dman, and George Turner. A 
couple of years ago the wid-
ow of Ling-Wen Hu created 
an endowment at the Centre 
County Community Founda-
tion of which the earnings are 
distributed to the APS. The 
family since found that some 
of his artwork was more valu-
able than they realized and re-
cently gave an additional $100,000 directly to the APS in his 
memory. Dr. Hu loved our sales circuits and, after consulta-
tion with his family, staff will be asking the APS and APRL 
boards to name the circuit sales area at the American Phila-
telic Center in his memory.

*****
Expectations are very high for this year’s August 11–14 

APS StampShow in Columbus, Ohio. In addition to 150 
dealers, the participation of more than fifty affiliate societies, 
and the excitement of at least three first day ceremonies, at-
tendees will have the opportunity to view nearly 15,000 pag-
es of competitive exhibits. Included among these will be two 
of the finest exhibits of the United States 1847 issues. Gordon 
Eubanks and Bill Gross both recently won Grand awards for 
their exhibits of these issues at the Garfield Perry and Tex-
pex shows. We would love to have the other major exhibit 
of the 1847 issue in the Court of Honor as well, but unfortu-
nately this may not be possible because of health challenges 
currently faced by Harvey Mirsky.

*****
Finally, a reminder that ballots for the current election 

were included in the May American Philatelist. Ballots must 
be received by June 11 to be counted. If you have misplaced 
your ballot, contact us for a replacement.

Dr. Ling-Wen Hu


