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I get a lot of philatelic questions by e-mail — answering twenty to thirty a 
day is common, and many are similar. For example, it’s not unusual for me 
to receive three to fi ve e-mails a day from individuals who have inherited a 

stamp collection and want help. Typically, a similar number want to fi nd a stamp 
dealer in their area who will purchase their collection. Other common questions 
ask for the value of their 24K gold stamps, their United Nations fi rst day covers, 
or their U.S. plate blocks. Most of these questions come from non-members.

However, recently I was struck by two e-mails from APS members. One was 
from a 15-year APS member who wanted to know how to collect the stamps from 
a relatively small country. In some ways, this was more diffi  cult to answer than 
most requests I receive. A 15-year APS member probably understands the basics 
of the hobby. Did he want contact information for dealers who stocked stamps 
from the country? Was he looking for a specialized catalogue or book 
on the country’s stamps? No. In this instance, the member had col-
lected for a long time but felt he had made mistakes in the past that he 
wanted to avoid with his new collection. His concern was that he had 
not purchased the stamps that had appreciated in value and that his 
purchases had not been in tune with the trends of the collecting area.

I provided contact information for a related APS affi  liate, entries 
from our online card catalogue for a specialized catalogue and other 
literature related to the country, names of a couple dealers who special-
ize in the country, and even leads on a couple of related exhibits. Except 
for the exhibit information, all this information came from the APS 
website — www.stamps.org.

While applauding the member’s approach, I cautioned that although 
studying and learning as much as possible about the area you wish to 
collect in advance may help you avoid mistakes and even fi nd bargains, 
for most of us stamp collecting is a hobby. Taken to an extreme, study-
ing everything before you buy anything does not sound like a lot of fun, 
so perhaps it would not hurt to go ahead and get some stamps from the 
country at the same time you are building your knowledge base.

Exhibiting
Th e second e-mail was from a chapter member who wrote to ex-

press his concern about the diffi  culty in getting started exhibiting. He 
had been told, among other things, that:

• the APS prohibits the use of black mounts;
• that we require original research and that we restrict titles;
• that you can show thirteen frames but not two frames;
• that we forbid awards including cash, ribbons and medals; and
• that judging is done on the last day of the show so no one knows 

    the results.
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Summer Events at the APC
June 5 — Circuit Sales and Library Open
June 17-18 — Expertizing First Day Covers 

and Earliest Documented Uses (course 
prior to Summer Seminar) with Ken 
Lawrence and Allison Cusick

June 19 — Circuit Sales and Library Open
June 19-20 — SCOPEX (Exhibition & Bourse 

of the Mt. Nittany Philatelic Society)
June 20 — Circuit Sales and Library Open
June 20–25 — APS Summer Seminar
July 17 — Circuit Sales and Library Open
July 31 — Circuit Sales and Library Open
July 26–30 — APS Volunteer Work Week
August 7 — Circuit Sales and Library Open

Wish You Were Here!

Bellefonte,
PA
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All of this is wrong:
• there is no requirement to use clear mounts;
• there are no rules on what your title should be 

(however, your exhibit is evaluated on how well you 
follow through on your title’s premise);

• a competitive exhibit at a national show can be any 
number of frames, from one to ten;

• I have never been to a show where the exhibits 
don’t receive ribbons or awards; some shows give 
monetary prizes; and

• judging is normally done at the beginning of the show 
and ribbons are normally posted by the second day 
of the show.

I mention this letter because I feel it is symptomatic of 
some of the misconceptions collectors have about exhibit-
ing. First off , no APS member should ever feel forced to ex-
hibit. If it is something of interest to you, give it a try; if it 
sounds like too much work, don’t feel obligated.

Th e member also had been told that there were new 
rules that were preventing collectors from exhibiting with-
out changing their entire exhibit. Th ere have been changes to 
the rules over time, although there are no signifi cant changes 
of late, except in terms of content. For example, there was a 
time when topical or thematic exhibits were not welcome at 
stamp shows, nor were fi rst day cover exhibits, or postcards. 
You might have been able to enter them, but if they were 
accepted they would not have any chance of a high award. 
Go back far enough and even postal history exhibits were 
frowned upon.

However, the APS does have guidelines for judging ex-
hibits at the national level. Why? First a little history: Judg-
ing exhibits used to be based almost solely on the value of 
the collection. A few pages would be available to the public, 
but the balance of the “exhibit” would be in a back room only 
to be viewed by judges. Today, you can win a Gold award 
without a fi ve-fi gure investment, as long as you use your 
material to tell a well-thought-out story and demonstrate 
your philatelic knowledge. Th e standard APS guidelines 
not only help the judges present consistent evaluations, but 
they off er the collector help for improving his or her exhibit. 
And remember, they are called “guidelines” not rules; if you 
would rather present your collection in a diff erent way, that 
remains your choice.

Finally, the writer had been told that shows today can’t 
get exhibits. While it’s true that some shows are having dif-
fi culty, others such as Westpex and the Rocky Mountain 
Show have been overwhelmed with applications and had to 
turn exhibits away.

What is most important, for the purposes of this col-
umn, is that the writer, undoubtedly like many other collec-
tors, simply had no idea where to go for information. Th is is 
where the APS can help.

Th e APS Manual of Philatelic Judging is on our website 
available as a free download by anyone. Th e URL is www.
stamps.org/Manual-and-Scoresheets. In addition, the APS 

oft en off ers courses on exhibiting. For each of the past sev-
eral years we have off ered an Internet-based course on ex-
hibiting taught by Janet Klug. An “On the Road” course on 
exhibiting was taught by Rich Drews at Sescal last year. 
And every few years a course on exhibiting is off ered as part 
of our Summer Seminar program.

Numerous resources on exhibiting are available to our 
members on loan from the American Philatelic Research 
Library (APRL). Th e Philatelic Exhibitor’s Handbook, which 
also may be purchased from some dealers, is probably the 
closest to a standard “Bible” for exhibitors. And copies of 
about 200 exhibits are available from our Library for mem-
bers to examine at their leisure. Th e American Association 
of Philatelic Exhibitors, an affi  liate of ours, has tremendous 
resources. Visit their website at www.aape.org.

It is probably true that most collectors have never at-
tended shows just for the exhibits — they go to search for 
new material for their collections, to meet old friends, and 
to attend special meetings and seminars. But exhibits are an 
invaluable resource and can help both viewers and the ex-
hibitors themselves learn a lot more about their collections. 
And with the creation of the new divisions and classes for 
single-frame exhibits, display exhibits, illustrated mail, and 
postcards, I believe more collectors view exhibits today than 
did twenty years ago.

Th e writer noted, “I want to display a portion of my col-
lection during a show. I want to share my stamps with other 
collectors who also appreciate the hobby ... I want to be able 
to talk to other collectors about how and where I acquired 
rare stamps. I want people to be able to walk up to a dis-
play case and look at a real 150-year-old stamp.” Th ese are all 
laudable goals and there is no reason any collector shouldn’t 
be able to achieve them.

‘On the Road’ Courses
We are pleased that demand has exceeded expectations 

for our fi rst three 2010 “On the Road” courses: Computers 
and Philately off ered prior to Westpex, Washington Frank-
lins off ered prior to Napex, and Expertizing First Day Cov-
ers prior to Scopex. Based on this interest, we are consid-
ering increasing the number of shows at which these two 
day courses are off ered in 2011, and are interested in hearing 
what subjects would be of interest to you and who you would 
recommend as instructors. Contact Director of Education 
Gretchen Moody, gretchen@stamps.org or 814-933-3803 
extension 239.

Input also is welcome on major courses for our week-
long summer seminar as well as our Internet-based course 
off erings. And it is probably not too late to take advantage of 
any of the four remaining “On the Road” 2010 APS courses: 
Revenues prior to the Minnesota Stamp Expo, Computers 
and Collecting prior to StampShow (Richmond, Virginia), 
the Philatelic Marketplace prior to Sescal (Los Angeles), 
and Pressing Issues prior to Florex (Orlando).
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Westpex Activities
Hopefully these “On the Road” 

courses will prove benefi cial not 
only to the students but also to 
the shows. I recently attended 
Westpex, where the value of 
such pre-show activities was well 
demonstrated. In addition to the 
APS educational course on the 
Wednesday and Th ursday prior 
to the show, Westpex hosted a 
Collectors Club of San Francisco 
dinner the Wednesday evening 
prior to the show. Although vol-
canic ash prevented the planned 
speaker from making it from Po-
land, he provided his PowerPoint 
presentation and Jim Mazepa, who 
only had to travel across the Unit-
ed States, ably fi lled in.

Th e Scandinavian Collectors Club had a series of semi-
nars on Th ursday, the show set-up day. Also on Th ursday 
evening, before the show even opened, Westpex hosted a 
Tiff any Dinner to support the APS. Th is was only the sec-
ond Tiff any Dinner held at a location 
other than an APS summer or winter 
show. Th e other was at a previous year’s 
Westpex.

Tiff any Dinners
Tiff any Dinners evolved from the 

Library Founder Patron dinners that 
were held at StampShow through 
1995. In 1995 then president Randy 
Neil introduced the Tiff any Endow-
ment Fund encouraging members to pledge $1,000 over 
four or fewer years to create a permanent endowment for the 
APS. Since being a Library Founder or Patron also required 
a minimum of a $1,000 commitment, it made sense to invite 
both groups in 1996. Today, any member who gives $1,000 
or more to the Library or the Society (for any purpose) over 
a four-year period is considered a Tiff any Donor.

While new Tiff any donors receive their pins at the din-
ners, you don’t have to be a Tiff any Donor to attend the Tif-
fany Dinners. However, you do have to make a $50 contri-
bution to the Tiff any Endowment Fund as part of the ticket 
price. Tickets are currently available for our next Tiff any 
Dinner on Th ursday evening, August 12 at our Richmond, 
Virginia StampShow. We are currently awaiting confi rma-
tion on the speaker, but the information should be available 
on our website before you read this.

Following the Tiff any Dinner at Westpex we were de-
lighted to receive an initial donation and four-year pledge 
from Dale and Edie Eggen to become Tiff any Donors. In 
addition, Dale’s employer will fully match their gift , dou-

bling the benefi t to the APS. Dale 
was concerned about the paperwork 
that might be required for the match 
but found that all he had to do was 
provide the APS Employer Identifi -
cation Number. We are happy to help 
in cases where employers do require 
more paper work. I should also note 
that some employers only match gift s 
for specifi c purposes so, for example, 
they might match a gift  designated 
for the Library or youth, but not one 
designated for building construc-
tion. Besides Dale and Edie, another 
couple attending requested a pledge 
card, which we hope to receive soon.

Dale and Edie serve as Soci-
ety Liaisons and manage the event 
schedules at Westpex. Encouraging 

societies, who are usually APS affi  liates, to participate in the 
show is another reason why Westpex is so successful. And 
the show committee starts this work several years out. Th eir 
2010 program lists nine societies that already have plans to 
meet at Westpex shows through 2013.

Recognition
Th ree other quick notes from West-

pex: During the Computers and Philately 
course I was delighted to present Ron 
Bergstrom his 25-year APS certifi cate 
and pin. Members reaching 25 and 50 
years are invited to receive their certifi -
cates or medallions at the APS summer 
or winter show. However, we realize that 
not all of the nearly 1,000 annual recipi-

ents can attend either APS event, so we are happy to take ad-
vantage of other opportunities for such public recognition.

Westpex also kindly consented to allow us to announce 
and recognize Carol Edholm as the 2009 Kehr Future of 
Philately award winner at their banquet. Carol has worked 
with youth, primarily in the Pacifi c Northwest, for many 
years and, with her husband Keith, has helped provide a 
youth area for Westpex for several years.

Westpex chair Ed Jarvis and his large team (more than 
fi ft y volunteers are listed in the show program) deserve ma-
jor congratulations not only for organizing the event’s 50th 
anniversary, but for pulling off  a show so successful that few 
attendees realized that the show had to replace a number of 
exhibits and dealers that did not make it because of plane 
cancellations related to the Icelandic volcano ash.

Town Meeting
Similar to many national shows, Westpex included 

an APS Town Meeting. We appreciate the opportunity to 
hear concerns, questions, and ideas from members. We also 
shared with attendees progress on getting a signifi cant new 

Ken Martin and 25-year APS member Ron 
Bergstrom 

Remember a hobby 
should be fun. Collect 

what you want and the way 
you wish to maximize your 
enjoyment!
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tenant, which will enable (and require) us to renovate an ad-
ditional portion of the American Philatelic Center. I’m hop-
ing the “i”s are dotted and the “t”s crossed in time that this 
can be shared in next month’s issue of Th e American Philat-
elist.

Concerns
Several members have recently contacted me with con-

cerns on two other subjects. Th e 5 percent buyer’s commis-
sion for our circuit sales that was implemented March 15 has 
been met with surprise and dismay. But the fi nancial truth 
is that for years Circuit Sales has not been a “break even” 
operation and we simply can’t aff ord to continue running 
defi cits. Th is fee is part of the budget plan to get us to the 
point that our income covers all expenses, including depre-
ciation, so that donations to the APS may be used for im-
provements and promotion of the hobby. Th is was discussed 
and approved by the Board in open session and mentioned 
by Circuit Sales Director Tom Horn in his January, February 
and March “Sales Talk” columns. At the same time, we are 
now using fl at rate priority boxes for shipment of circuits to 
lessen the postage costs of circuits, which will help off set the 
5 percent fee.

While I expected to hear complaints about the buyer’s 
fee, I am surprised by complaints that the APS is now selling 
select items, received as part of donations, on eBay (seller 
i.d. american_philatelic_society), because we previously had 
complaints that it was unfair that individuals would have to 
visit the American Philatelic Center to check out donated 
material available for sale. We are trying to increase the op-
portunities for members to access sales material, so that it is 
not necessary to visit the APC in person (although we would 
love to see you!) to purchase philatelic material. Th us we 
have our own online StampStore, direct mail Circuit Sales, 
in-house browse-and-buy opportunities, and now the op-
tion of choosing your own price by bidding on eBay.

Th anks
Finally, I recently saw a copy of the newsletter of the 

Lincoln, Nebraska Stamp Club. Included on the front page 
was a story on the benefi ts of APS membership. Th anks to 
secretary, web manager, editor (and APS Summer Seminar 
alumnus) David Frye for this feature.

Remember a hobby should be fun. Collect what you want 
and the way you wish to maximize your enjoyment!


