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keep you aware of current happenings 
of the Society, our plans and aspira-
tions, and answer a few of the many 
questions we get.

Have You Voted?
Th e ballot for the election for our 

2009–2011 APS Board was included 
in the May issue and if you have not 
voted yet, you have only a few days left  
to cast your ballot, which must be re-
ceived by June 6.

Opportunities to 
Visit the APC

June 6 is also the fi rst of our offi  cial 
“Summer Saturdays.” To accommodate 
summer visitors, the Library and Cir-
cuit Sales departments will be open six 
Saturdays from 9 a.m. to 4 p.m.: June 
6, June 20, July 18, August 1, August 
15 and August 29. Tours of the facil-
ity also will be available on these days. 
Of course visitors are welcome all year 
around Monday through Friday from 
8 a.m. to 4:30 p.m.

A few of the out-of-state visitors 

who stopped in between early March 
and mid April include Mike and 
Nancy Demody (Colorado); Virginia 
Randolph (District of Columbia); Bob 
Baldwin (Massachusetts); David Ol-
son (New Hampshire); Allan Adelson, 
Don Dietel and Ray Nichols (New Jer-
sey); William Hart, Anthony Labrum, 
Mark Scheur and Gene Yount (New 
York), Jim Allsop, Hendrik Burgers,  
Les Molnar and Michael Graf (Ontar-
io) and Britton Culpepper and Rich-
ard Rasmussen (Virginia). A group 
from the DC area, including National 
Postal Museum Assistant Curator Dan 
Piazza and his wife Jill, Matthew Cas-
setta, Virginia Randolph, and Don 
Sever, also made one of their regular 
pilgrimages.

In May we expect a group from the 
Collectors Club of New York and look 
forward to hosting the WE (Women 
Exhibitors) Festival, May 28–31 and, 
of course, June 21–26 will bring nearly 
100 out-of-town members for our an-
nual Summer Seminar, which is pre-
ceded by Scopex, the annual local 
show of the Mt. Nittany Philatelic So-
ciety, June 20–21. (My fi rst visit to the 
Society was as a student for the Th ird 
Annual Summer Seminar at our brand 
new former State College building in 
1982.)

We’re also hoping that many of 
you will take advantage of the proxim-
ity of APS StampShow in Pittsburgh, 
August 6–9 and will visit us before or 
aft er the show. A chartered bus day trip 
is available the Monday following the 

show. For more information contact 
Gretchen Moody at gretchen@stamps.
org. And spaces still remain for the 
August 10–11 “Collecting Expo” and 
“Fakes and Forgeries” courses at the 
American Philatelic Center (see page 
570 for details).

In addition to visitors, summer also 
brings many community functions to 
the American Philatelic Center. As I 
write this, there have been four com-
munity functions in the APC in the 
last fi ve days. Th ese generate a little 
revenue and expose a signifi cant num-
ber of individuals to stamp collecting.

News
Because of the time required for 

printing and mailing Th e American 
Philatelist, the most timely Society 
news is available from our website and 
monthly e-newsletter sent to all mem-
bers for whom we have e-mail address-
es (unless requested otherwise). If you 

the  pulse
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As you read last month, Executive Director Peter 
Mastrangelo left  the Society’s employment as of 
April 30. I am Ken Martin and I am now serving as 

Interim Executive Director. I have been a member of the APS 
for twenty-nine years, beginning as a volunteer in the Library 
while I was a Penn State student in 1982 and joining the Society 
as a full-time employee in the Sales Circuit division in 1995.

Regardless of change, serving you and promoting the hob-
by continue to be the reasons for our existence. I will try to 



566   AMERICAN PHILATELIST / June 2009 

do not have e-mail or Internet access 
you may have missed that the Board re-
cently approved the ASDA June 26–28, 
2009 Santa Clara Mega Event as a one-
time national show. Rossica, the APS 
affi  liate for Russian Philately is meet-
ing at the event and has worked hard 
for a wonderful exhibition. Addition-
ally, contracts have been signed with 
Heritage Auctions of Dallas, Texas and 
Regency/Superior of St. Louis, Mis-
souri and Beverly Hills, California to 
be co-offi  cial auctioneers for our Au-
gust 6–9 StampShow in Pittsburgh.

Beginning Adults
A new website portal, LearnAbout-

Stamps.com, is the result of collabora-
tion with the National Postal Museum, 
the United States Postal Service, and 
the Philatelic Foundation. Th e site does 
not provide content itself but tries to 
provide links for answers to questions 
a beginning adult would likely have 
about the hobby.

Th ank You!
Major thanks to the United States 

Stamp Society for its recent gift  of 
$5,000 to support the Young Philatelic 
Leaders Fellowship. With this dona-
tion, additional cash gift s, and mem-
bers’  generous use of eBay “Giving 
Works/Missionfi sh” to donate portions 
of a number of sales of stamps on eBay, 
we have nearly enough funds to sup-

port three Fellows for the fi rst year of 
the program. Fellow applications are 
being screened and we look forward to 
having our fi rst group of youth begin 
their year long fellowships in August at 
StampShow.

Question of the Month
We get lots of questions. Here is 

one from new member Gerald Herrin 
of Missouri for which suggested an-
swers would be welcome:

“Does anyone have any method or 
way of assisting a color-blind stamp 
collector?” Th us far, the best and only 
suggestion I have received is that print-
ers can determine color based on the 
dots in the rosette patterns of printed 
items. Th is might work for photogra-
vure stamps but wouldn’t for intaglio 
engraved stamps.

Omissions
Regrettably, at least two signifi cant 

2008 donations were missed in our 
April donor recognition issue. Mem-
ber Paul Davies and 
the Lakeside Foun-
dation gave $50,000 
in honor of Mr. 
Davies’ father-in-
law, Stephen Bech-
tel. Bechtel was an 
APS member for 
sixty-two years. Also 
member Muriel Ro-

wan gave approximately $5,000 in 
material, asking that it be sold and the 
proceeds used to support our Youth 
Programs. Our apologies to Mr. Da-
vies, the Lakeside Foundation and Ms. 
Rowan.

Th ree-Quarters of a 
Million Lots Sold

APS members have sold more than 
three quarters of a million lots on the 
APS StampStore, www.stampstore.
org, since its inception in 2000. And 
coming soon will be a more powerful 
search engine, wish list features, and an 
eBay auction option.

Checking the APS Pulse
Yes, we do have a pulse — although 

it may be a little high at the present 
time, as we prepare for a busy summer, 
promote the hobby, and serve you. In 
my column I will try to alert members 
to items of current interest and impor-
tance to the hobby.

What’s on your mind? By the time 
you read this I hope I have had an op-
portunity to talk to many of you at 
Westpex, Ropex, or the WE Festival. 
However, you don’t need to wait for 
an APS town meeting or an American 
Philatelic Center event. Feel free to use 
the contact me at execdir@stamps.org 
or at 814-933-3817 to share your ideas 
and thoughts any time.

Stephen Bechtel.


