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BY KEN MARTIN

APS Staff Turnover
Discussions of Recent Changes at Headquarters

While the status quo may 
be easier, change can be 
both good and inevitable.”
“
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A recent front page story in the April 13 Linn’s Stamp News is titled “Two More Staff 
Departures at APS.” A colleague of mine asked me is this really front page news. 
I am not sure, but I like the implication that the American Philatelic Society is so 

important to the hobby that it receives front-page attention.
We have had more turnover than the Linn’s story reflected, and I expect this will 

continue over the next few years. It’s important to note that we are not cycling through 
people. While the status quo may be easier, change can be both good and inevitable.

The first significant change was the retirement of American Philatelist editor Barb 
Boal, who provided valuable contributions for more than 33 years. Barb notified us about 
four months in advance, and her successor was in place a month before she left. We miss 
Barb, but we are delighted to have replaced her with Jay Bigalke, who has already made 
a handful of improvements to the AP. A number of members have already commented 
to me about our more in-depth coverage of United States stamps, the redesigned front 
cover, and the greater number of photos of people in the hobby. Jay has also invigorated 
our social media presence.

Next to turn in her resignation was show director Dana Guyer, who had served the APS 
in two positions for more than 10 years. She accepted a position as executive director of 
the American Stamp Dealers Association. This is a wonderful opportunity for her. It may 
lead to increased collaboration between the APS and the 
ASDA. If you want your employees striving for excellence, 
you need to accept that this will mean losing a few to 
outside opportunities. Dana’s position was advertised in 
last month’s magazine, and we hope to have hired her 
replacement by the time this issue is in your hands.

This issue includes an advertisement for our director of 
education position. A couple weeks ago Gretchen Moody 
informed me that her husband had accepted a position as sports editor for a newspaper in 
Winchester, Virginia. With the majority of our employees depending on spousal income 
to supplement their pay with the APS, it is surprising how long we have gone without 
losing an employee for this reason. A relative newcomer, having served the APS about eight 
years, Gretchen will be very hard to replace, and there will undoubtedly be bumps as her 
replacement learns the intricacies of Summer Seminar, Collecting Connections, Stamps 



May 2015 / AMERICAN PHILATELIST  481

....................................................................................................................................

310 Chestnut St. • Meadville, PA 16335
Phone: 814-724-5824 • FAX: 814-337-8940
E-Mail: richard@friedbergstamps.com • Website: www.friedbergstamps.com

Buyers & sellers of great U.S. revenue stamps
 for more than 35 years. 

Let us help you build
YOUR collection!

See our website for a great selection of 
Playing Card stamps and also check out our Specials!

RICHARD FRIEDBERG STAMPS

RF15 F-VF faint crease, 1999 PFC,
ex-Lyons $750

Stamps, stationery, postal history,
die proofs from around the World.

Send a note of your interests and we’ll
advise you of suitable items we have.

If in London, please visit our
o�  ces and browse our stock.

Have you visited our e-bay store?

17 Waterloo Place, 4th Floor
London SW1Y 4AR, United Kingdom

Phone: (011) 44-207-930-6100
Fax: (011) 44-207-930-6109

E-mail: philatelists@argyll-etkin.com
Website: www.argyll-etkin.com

MINT BRITISH
COMMONWEALTH

1840–1952

We have an extensive 
stock of mint 

British sets & singles, 
1840-1952

Kay & Company
Box 5545, Bend, OR 97708

ph/fax: 541-312-4263
kayandco@msn.com • kaystamps.com

Postal History: Stampless to 1945,
Quality First Day Covers, Postal Stationery,

WWII Patriotics, Inaugurals, Flights

Douglas Weisz
U.S. Covers

Buying and Selling

www.douglasweisz.com

P.O. Box 1458, McMurray, PA 15317
773-914-4332 • weiszcovers@yahoo.com

I sell at shows — be sure to visit my booth!
Contact me if you have material

to sell or a want list that needs � lling. 

Teach, the Young Philatelic Leaders 
Fellowship, and many other 
programs. Undoubtedly current 
staff will have to help out in the 
interim, but we will move forward.

Most recently, after 31 years 
of service, we lost director of 
Internet sales Renee Gardner to 
a combination of personal issues. 
Webmaster Wendy Masorti will 
add the leadership role for Internet 
sales to her current duties.

We also lost Bonny Farmer 
after 16 years and are working to 
fill a restructured and updated 
editorial position that should 
provide us with additional social 
media and layout experience, 
in addition to more traditional 
editing knowledge.

We are proud that many 
members developed special 
relationships with Barb, Bonny, 
Dana, Gretchen, and Renee. We 
will miss their experience and wish 
them well. At the same time, we 
will welcome new blood with fresh 
perspectives and ideas on how to 
serve the membership better.

And don’t be surprised if you 
hear of a few additional changes 
in the near future. Receptionist 
Connie Swartz will likely retire at 
the end of this year after more than 
48 years with the APS, and a handful 
of other current employees are near 
or already beyond full retirement 
age. Details on APS employment 
opportunities are listed at www.
stamps.org/employment.

We are delighted to have 
entered into a contract with the 
Society of Israel Philatelists to begin 
providing administrative service for 
the longtime affiliate. I am hopeful 
that this will be so successful that 
other APS affiliates will consider 
such an arrangement in the future. 
We are also pleased that we are able 
to welcome back Becky Dean to 
serve in this role. Becky previously 
worked in our accounting and 
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development functions and served 
as initial Headsville post office 
postmaster, a position eliminated to 
cost cutting several years ago.

Finally a special thanks to 
Barb Johnson, Kelley Binkley and 
Stephanie Frankhouser for their extra 
efforts to fill in while the shows and 
Internet sales leadership evolves. 
Janet Houser’s shoulders will also get 
a workout when Gretchen departs in 
a few weeks.

Birthday Fund Raiser
Congratulations to Bill Schultz 

on recently celebrating his 70th 
birthday. We all celebrate birthdays 
every year, although a few of us would 
rather forget the number of years. 
Bill, however, threw the party, invited 
his friends, and encouraged them to 
make a gift to the American Philatelic 
Research Library. This raised more 
than $1,000. Thank you!

Distinguished Philatelists
Congratulations to Steve Schumann 

and Jim Mazepa who have been invited 
to sign the Roll of Distinguished 
Philatelists in Great Britain this coming 
August. It is impressive to have two of 
this year’s four signatories come from 
the United States.

Steve has a long history of service 
to the APS. A collector of postal 
stationery, Steve has served as a 
national judge since 1983 and has 
traveled to many destinations both as 
an exhibitor and an FIP international 
judge since 1990. Steve was chairman 
of the FIP commission for postal 
stationery between 2004 and 2012 
and vice president of Pacific 97, 
and he has served in a number of 
capacities for both the Westpex and 
Filatelic Fiesta national shows. He 
is commissioner general for World 
Stamp Show - New York 2016. In 
2007, he won the APS Luff award for 

exceptional contributions to philately 
and has been a very generous donor 
to the APS giving more than $40,000, 
including $500 per month for six 
consecutive years.

Jim Mazepa is also an accredited 
national judge and international 
judge and team leader with numerous 
exhibiting awards including winning 
the 2000 multiframe Champion of 
Champions award for his Mexico 
First Issue exhibit. Although he has 

Steve Schumann (left) and Jim Mazepa 
(right) have been invited to sign the Roll 
of Distinguished Philatelists in Great 
Britain this August.
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moved from Chicago to the Sarasota, 
Florida, area, Jim continues as judges 
coordinator for Chicagopex. He 
served as president of the Federacion 
Inter-Americana de Filatelia from 
2008 through 2014 and was awarded 
the Luff award in 2010 for exceptional 
contributions to philately.

Junior Philatelists of America
I was recently surprised by an 

e-mail from David Halaas, a name 
likely recognized by only a handful 
of APS members who were active 
in the Junior Philatelists of America 
years ago. I knew his name but don’t 
think I have ever met David, whose 
involvement preceded mine by nearly 
a dozen years. He began his JPA 
involvement in 1969 and writes:

“Back in my young days I had 
the privilege to be a columnist for 
the SPA and National Stamp News 
(I think was the name) ... started a 
“Stamp Poll” in 1969 (I think before 
Linn’s ever did that) ... that all led 
to serving as the young person (in 
high school and college then) on the 
American Revolution Bicentennial 
Commission philatelic advisory 
group ... and represented that group at 
first-day ceremonies in Williamsburg 
(Colonial Craftsman stamps) on July 
4, 1973 ... marriage, seminary, moving 
a lot, kids ... all took me away from the 
stamp world for some time ...”

David was an APS member for a 
few years in the 1970s, but he basically 
has been out of the hobby for 35 years. 
We are delighted to welcome David 
back. He joins other JPA members 
such as APS bylaws committee 
chair Dan Siegel, past Writers Unit 
president Dane Claussen, past APS 
treasurer Kathryn Johnson, past 
finance committee member Robert 
Birnbaum, and Brian Liedtke of the 
Wisconsin Federation of Stamp Clubs, 
who many years later are providing 
valuable service to the hobby. While 
the time lag may be significant, 
providing youth opportunities 

through Young Philatelic Leader 
Fellowships and Summer Seminar 
scholarships does pay dividends. 
Thanks to those of you who help make 
such opportunities available through 
gifts earmarked for these programs.

APS StampShow Travel Plans
Have you made plans to attend 

StampShow 2015 in Grand Rapids 
August 20-23? In addition to the 
coupon books introduced for APS 
members at Riverside, plans are 
being worked on for a raffle of very 

nice philatelic material. And APS 
members who preregister for (and 
attend) the show will get free entries. 
StampShow is a great opportunity 
to find material for your collections, 
view great exhibits, and meet many 
other fellow collectors.

‘The American Philatelist’ 
Bonus Content

Finally, have you been checking out 
The American Philatelist bonus content 
on the APS website? The bonus 
content, first offered for the August 
2010 issue, is available at www.stamps.
org/AP-Album. The 112 pages in the 
printed April issue were supplemented 
by an additional 38 pages of content 
online. This included three articles by 
Charles Posner on 1950s U.S. stamps 
and expanded versions of new U.S. 
stamps. Of course this is available for 
APS members only and thus requires 
logging in to the website. If you have 
not yet established a web account, 
please contact us if you need assistance.

*****
Have fun collecting and help 

promote the APS and the hobby.


