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Making the Most  
of Membership

We want every member to make the most of their membership. And in order to 
get value, members need to know about the APS services that are available to 
them. As part of their welcome packet each new member receives a Member 

Services handbook. The most recent version of the 16-page document also is available 
as a free download from our website at www.stamps.org/Services. Just click on the “.pdf 
format” link below the picture on the right-hand side of the page.

A new feature will begin in May when we will be offering “real time” orientation ses-
sions over the Internet — “Learn More, Do More: Get the Most Out of Your APS Mem-
bership.” Attendees will be able to ask questions, see the presenter (and fellow members 
who share their webcams), and also will be able to share computer screens for real time 
use of the website. While the first sessions are aimed primarily at newer members, these 
free sessions will be available to any APS member who cares to join in.  

I’ll be the host for the first three one-hour sessions, which are scheduled for Tues-
day, May 20 at 9 p.m.; Thursday, May 22 at 3 p.m.; and Saturday, May 24 at 2 p.m. Please 
note that the listed times are Eastern and have been varied to provide opportunities to 
fit as many members’ schedules as possible. Each session will be limited to 25 partici-
pants, so registration is required. For further details and to register visit stamps.org/
orientation

Assuming these sessions are successful, we plan to continue to offer monthly op-
portunities for live interaction between APS staff and the membership. In addition to 
the general orientation sessions, we hope that future sessions can be offered on specific 
services and thus provide opportunities to meet and interact with many of the APS 
staff.

*****
We continually strive to improve services. During March we added a feature to the 

Library’s online Union Catalog, so that users can now limit their search to entries that 
have links to a file or website providing the content associated with the entry. To conduct 
such a search choose “Online” in the location box. Digital content is being added nearly 
daily. In addition to more traditional books, journals and articles, online content includes 
exhibits, websites and, most recently, some APS show programs.

*****
Use of social media is a growing part of the hobby. We recently have updated our 

presence on the social network Pinterest (www.pinterest.com/amphilatelicsoc/ and www.
pinterest.com/stamplibrary/). This site allows individuals to post pictures and organize 
them into groups. Some members are using the site to create their own virtual stamp col-
lections and it is very easy to copy a picture (or stamp image) from someone else’s page 
and then “pin” it to your online collection.

The Society currently has boards for Stamp Collecting Tips, the American Philatelic 
Center, our August StampShow, and The American Philatelist. The Library’s boards in-
clude Mail Art, Literature, and Libraries.

*****
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Congratulations to APS 
Board member Dan Walker 
and APS life member Wolfgang 
Maassen who were recently se-
lected as Royal Distinguished 
Philatelists. Dan’s notable col-
lections have covered British 
Borneo and Romania, but he is 
mostly known for his research 
and written work on the many 
aspects of the West Indian is-
land of Grenada. Having won 

the APS Champion of Champions award for his traditional 
exhibit, Dan is now active in the collection and study of the 
difficult Feudatory States of India, in particular Barwani. In 
addition to his numerous articles in the India Study Circle 
publication, he has achieved many commendable medals. 
According to the Royal, “Dan’s generous service to philat-
ely over many years both in the United States, for the FIP, 
and numerous other organizations has been extensive and 
varied and the time he has devoted to committee work is 
universally appreciated. He is a fine speaker and the lectures 
he has prepared and delivered are both very instructive and 
extremely helpful to those less experienced than himself.”

Wolfgang’s interests have 
covered traditional, thematic, 
and literature disciplines, and 
has authored seventy books 
since 1980. He collects and has 
written substantial works on 
Brazil, but some of his greatest 
contributions are productions 
on the history of philately it-
self. His latest work, Milestones 
of the Philatelic Literature of the 
19th Century, written together 
with Vincent Schouberechts, pertains to philatelic books, 
authors, and publishers. Wolfgang has been a member of 
AIJP since 1982, and its president since 2005.

*****
Congratulations also to the Postmark Collectors Club, 

an APS affiliate, whose website (www.postmarks.org) in-
cludes hundreds, if not thousands, of photos of post offices. 
I’d love to hear about other websites with great resources that 
we can share with APS members.

*****
In March we were delighted to have past board mem-

Dan Walker. Wolfgang Maassen.
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ber Ada Prill and British resident and APS member Charles 
Posner spend a week here doing research in the Library. 
They spent many hours reviewing the Belmont Faries ar-
chives and other materials with the hope of providing an 
online reference for the period prior to the issuance of the 
annual Linn’s Yearbooks. Charles plans to come back for an-
other week this fall to continue the work.

*****
I am also delighted to announce that worldwide stamp 

designer Chris Calle will be the speaker at our August 21 
Tiffany Dinner at the APS StampShow in Hartford, Con-
necticut. If you have been to an APS show in the past ten 
years there is a good chance you have met Chris. Our first 
introduction to him was at our 2000 show in Providence, 
Rhode Island where he accompanied his father and fellow 
stamp designer Paul Calle.

Chris has designed more than 200 postage stamps for 
several countries. While he has not had the opportunity to 
design many recent United States stamps, he (and his two 
kids) have been very active in the American First Day Cov-
er Society and their annual cachetmaker contests. An ex-
tremely personable and enthusiastic individual, Chris has 
many interesting stories and perspectives to share. While 
the dinner honors donors and includes a fund-raising auc-

tion, attendance is open to anyone and we hope to have a 
record crowd for the evening. Reservations may be made 
at www.stamps.org/SS-Function-Tickets, by phone to 814-
9333-3803, or by using the inside front wrapper on this is-
sue of The American Philatelist.

*****
Speaking of fund raising, unfortunately the April recog-

nition issue included a couple errors. Gary Barsellotti gave 
a generous $500 gift in December and was accidentally omit-
ted. Anthony (Tony) Dewey also should have been listed in 
a higher category. Tony makes a monthly gift directly from 
his paycheck to the Aetna Foundation, which forwards his 
donations and provides matching funds. During 2013 he 
gave $554, which resulted in $858.70 after the Aetna match.

Also on the fundraising front, I am sorry to say the lo-
cal Centre Foundation has decided to exclude us from their 
36-hour Centre Gives online giving challenge this year. Each 
of the last two years a couple hundred APS members have 
made generous donations through this program, which has 
resulted in about $25,000 in additional matching funds be-
ing given to the APS.

APS probably did too well, resulting in complaints that, 
while based in Centre County, our organization serves a 
national and worldwide audience, thus “taking” funds that 
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would otherwise go to more local organizations. This despite 
the fact that, in late March, the foundation’s new executive 
director sent an e-mail to all past Centre Gives donors (in-
cluding APS members) hyping this year’s challenge.

*****
Finally, I have to share some sad news. On Sunday, 

March 30, Bud Hennig passed away at age 97. A life member 
of the APS, Bud joined the Society in 1947 and was a found-
ing member of the APRL. Hennig was honored as the 1982 
Luff Award winner for outstanding service to the APS. He 
also served as an APRL trustee from 1975–1999 and APRL 
president 1995–1999.

Bud’s contributions to philately were innumerable. He 

was truly an icon in the areas of exhibiting, publishing, and 
the organizational aspects of both national and international 
exhibitions, as well as other worldwide philatelic events. He 
was a member of many philatelic exhibition juries as an ac-
credited Judge or Lead Judge, his services extending to five 
continents.

I had the pleasure of being a volunteer at the Ameripex 
1986 international show for which he was president and 
a few years ago when his health forced him to give up his 
home I loaded the APS van with so much of his literature 
that there were bets it would not make it back to the Ameri-
can Philatelic Center.

Bud will be greatly missed and impossible to replace.

Summer Seminar on Philately
June 15–20

American Philatelic Center • Bellefonte, PA

Volunteer Work Week
July 21–25

American Philatelic Center • Bellefonte, PA

APS StampShow
August 21–24 • Hartford, Connecticut

Aerophilately 2014 & Postal History Symposium
September 12–14

American Philatelic Center • Bellefonte, PA

2014 Making Summer 
Travel Plans?

Have you included APS as a stop 
along the way or a destination?

We have some exciting events planned.

We look forward to seeing you on your travels!


