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Special Thanks 
to Special People
Last month’s American Philatelist thanked the membership for being so generous 

during calendar year 2011. I want to start this month’s column by thanking  
     several members who have made significant commitments to help us get 2012 off to 

a wonderful start.
Roger Schnell has served as a Library Trustee since 2005 and is currently Vice President 

of the Library Board. For many years Roger has given us in-kind material received through 
his participation in international shows. A gift of $1,000 made him a Library Patron in 2005. 
Later the same year he pledged $12,500 towards the Garfield Perry/Lybarger Room, which 
he paid off within two years. Then in 2007 he made a $4,000 gift to upgrade from Patron 
to Vooys Fellow. He has now made an additional $35,000 commitment for the permanent 
Library space in the American Philatelic Center, which will bring his total cash donations to 
the Society and Library to just shy of $60,000.

We have also received four other leadership gifts to help complete the library space. 
Richard Raney, a 43-year APS member and Library Patron has committed $10,000 over five 
years to name the reference desk on the second level of the planned Library space.

Jack Dykhouse has contributed $5,000 for the fourth consecutive year. Our collection of books on 
France will be named in honor of his latest gifts. Jack has attended our Summer Seminar and is also 
an adult supporting member of our Young Stamp Collectors of America.

Al and Dottie Kugel have added to their long record of generosity with a gift of $5,000 for the 
Library, which will be recognized by naming the Map and large document room in their honor. In 
addition to contributions totaling more than $50,000, Al is a retired philatelic judge and has served 
on several APS committees. Much of his time at APS StampShow is often spent staffing a variety 
of Society booths. Meanwhile, Dottie nearly always helps at the StampShow registration area.

I have not yet had the privilege of getting to know Stephen Chazen or Gerald Forsythe, but 
both of them have also recently given $5,000. Mr. Chazen gave $5,000 for the new library space 
and Mr. Forsythe $5,000 to become a Vooys Fellow.

Additional information on the Library plans are available on our website. From www.
stamps.org click on Support the APS, Donate, and Library Plans. A row of shelves can be 
named for $1,000 and gifts of $50 or more may be 
recognized with bookplates (which may be in memory 
or honor of another individual).

*****
The Support the APS tab also includes non-

monetary ways to help the APS and APRL. For 
example, dealer David Wessely from Ohio recently 
called and asked if we could send him some materials 
for an upcoming talk to a Rotary group. We have a kit 
available free of charge to any member who would like 
to help us recruit at shows and we are happy to provide 
custom selections of materials for other promotional 
opportunities.

In addition, we are always happy to forward 
member information to any prospects. Alex Haimann 
recently forwarded a list of individuals who have made Architect’s rendering of the first floor of the planned library space.
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eBay purchases from him. And every time 
Joe Picard sells an item to an individual who 
is not a current APS member he forwards the 
contact information to us.

We’re also happy to provide the APS logo 
for members to use on a website or in literature. 
Special plaques that hold business reply cards 
are available free to individuals who take tables 
to sell material at shows and bourses.

*****
We have been privileged to have visits 

from Director-at-Large Steve Zwillinger twice 
in about a month. During his most recent visit 
he also brought some flowers from his yard 
to plant along the small millrace that flows 
between the two wings of the APC building. 
Thanks, Steve.

*****
A number of congratulations are in order. 

While attending the St. Louis Stamp Expo I 
learned that two APS members have been selected to sign the 
Roll of Distinguished Philatelists, estab lished in 1921 by the 
Philatelic Congress of Great Britain with the approval of King 
George V.

Jamie Gough has been an APS member since the age of 17, 

and was the 1992 Champion of Champions 
for his exhibit on the evolution and uses of 
postage dues. Jamie is also known for his 
research on the impact of the Universal 
Postal Union on worldwide postal services 
since 1875. Among his other major 
awards are the Grand Prix d’Honneur at 
PhilexFrance 1999, the Grand Prix of 
the Americas 2008 (FIAF), Large Gold 
with Felicitations at London 2010, and the 
Lee Medal of The Royal Philatelic Society 
London for the best paper read during 2004 
and 2005.

Patrick Maselis is a more recent 
member, having joined the APS in 2009. He 
has had articles published in The Collectors 
Club Philatelist and The London Philatelist 
and was awarded the Tapling Medal of The 
Royal Philatelic Society London in 2010. 

His major work, From the Azores to New 
Zealand, was published in 2004. Patrick has 

been General Commissioner of MonacoPhil since 2009, became 
President of L’Académie de philatélie de Belgique in 2009, and is 
President of the Club de Monte Carlo. 

Congratulations also to Ernie Bergman whose exhibit 
“Switzerland in World War II: Its Defense, Its Survival, Its 

steve Zwillinger’s beautification 
efforts at the APc.
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Refugees and Internees” is featured in a Special Issue of Tell, 
publication of the American Helvetia Philatelic Society, our 
affiliate for collectors of Swiss postal stamps. Ernie is a past 
board member and also received a Nicholas Carter Volunteer 
Recognition Award in 2010.

Congratulations to the Plate Number Coil Collectors 
Club, which celebrates its twenty-fifth anniversary this year, 
although they did not become an APS affiliate until a couple 
years later. We also congratulate eight groups who will reach 
their twenty-fifth anniversary of APS affiliation this year: the 
American Association of Philatelic Exhibitors, the American 
Society for Philatelic Pages and Panels, the CartoPhilatelic 
Society (Maps on Stamps), the Fine and Performing Arts 
Philatelists, the Iowa Postal History Society, the Postal Order 
Society, the Spellman Museum of Stamps and Postal History, 
and the State Revenue Society.

Two chapters, the St. Petersburg Stamp Club and the 
Philaterians, celebrate seventy-five years of APS membership 
this year, and fourteen chapters will reach twenty-five years of 
APS membership this year: GPS, Herman L. Halle Chapter 16 of 
Maryland, the Leatherstocking Stamp Club of New York, the St. 
Cloud (MN) Area Stamp Club, the Conejo Valley (CA) Philatelic 
Society, the Riverhead (NY) Stamp Club, the Winter Haven (FL) 
Stamp Club, the Simi Valley (CA) Stamp Club, the Brentwood 
(TN) Philatelic Society, the Gladstone (MO) Philatelic Club, 
the Topeka (KS) Stamp Club, the Central Wyoming Philatelic 
Assoc., the (NY) International Stamp Club, the Lynchburg (VA) 
Stamp Club, and the Morrisville (PA) Stamp Club.

*****
Let me end with some reminders and deadlines. While by 

the end of March a couple courses were nearly full for our June 
17–22 Summer Seminar on Philately, I expect we should still be 
able to accommodate a few more students. And remember that 
the National Topical Stamp Show in Lancaster, Pennsylvania 
immediately follows the Summer Seminar. Single-frame 
exhibits will likely be long oversubscribed, but we may be able 
to still accommodate some multi-frame exhibits for our August 
16–19 StampShow in Sacramento.

May 31 is the deadline for entries in our 3rd YouTube 
Contest as well as for the receipt of applications for the 2012–
2013 Young Philatelic Leader Fellowships. June 1 is the deadline 
for paper proposals for the 7th Postal History Symposium, to be 
held November 2–4. This year’s theme is “Blue and Grey: Mail 
and the Civil War.”

Our third annual Volunteer Work Week at the American 
Philatelic Center in Bellefonte, Pennsylvania is July 23–27. The 
second Congressional Exhibit at the Rayburn Office Building in 
Washington, DC is the same week, running from July 24–27.

Even if you can’t make any of these events, we hope you 
will stop by if you are in the Central Pennsylvania area or are 
crossing Pennsylvania on Route 80.

Thanks to every member for all you do for the hobby!
P.S. Please note the position description for the Development 

(fund raising) position discussed in the President’s Column.


