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the pulse

ken 
martin

A Social 
Hobby?

One of the great traits of our hobby is that it can be enjoyed by nearly 
everyone. I’ve seen a few precocious two or three year olds sort or soak 
stamps, and we have many members in their 90s who still actively 

collect. Our hobby is not dependent on the weather or physical prowess.
Unlike team sports, stamp collecting does not require others to participate 

in order for an individual to enjoy the hobby. It can be a personal pursuit or an 
interactive one — some of our members prefer that it not even be known that 
they are stamp collectors. However, for many people the hobby is all about the 
social aspects. I started collecting stamps when two friends brought stamps to 
school. I am guessing that most of you did not just notice a stamp and decide 
to start collecting them, but got the idea of building a collection from someone 

else.
At each year’s summer seminar about 75 percent of the students 

are repeat attendees. In part this is because of the fantastic instructors 
and great learning opportunities, but we also have students who 
return because they are looking forward to the opportunity to get 
together with the friends they have made and renew acquaintances. 
The best of both worlds!

The social aspects also make our annual StampShow a “must 
attend” event for many collectors. While no other annual event 
in the United States can match the number of dealers or exhibits, 
many members attend just as much for the opportunity to meet, 
learn from, and enjoy the company of fellow collectors as they do 
the chance to add new material to their collections. Occasionally, 
we receive questions as to why we provide Society booths at our 
shows. To the outsider, they seem to be simply a place for a group 
to congregate and spend much of the day talking. That may be one 
description, but these people are enjoying each other’s company, 
learning from each other, and cementing their ties with philately.

We also are questioned occasionally as to why we try to support 
our nearly 550 local chapters and more than 200 specialty societies 
(affiliates). Currently, we have more than twice as many affiliates as 
we had in 1980 and about eight times as many as we had in 1970. The 
concern voiced is that with a local club or specialty group available, 
some collectors will simply opt to belong to those groups rather than 
to the APS.

That’s true, but there are other important considerations. First, 
we all benefit from as many groups as possible promoting our 

Summer Events at the APC
June 5 — Circuit Sales and Library Open
June 17-18 — Expertizing First Day Covers 

and Earliest Documented Uses (Course 
prior to Summer Seminar) with Ken 
Lawrence and Allison Cusick

June 19 — Circuit Sales and Library Open
June 19-20 — SCOPEX (Exhibition & Bourse 

of the Mt. Nittany Philatelic Society)
June 20 — Circuit Sales and Library Open
June 20–25 — APS Summer Seminar
July 17 — Circuit Sales and Library Open
July 31 — Circuit Sales and Library Open
July 26–30 — APS Volunteer Work Week
August 7 — Circuit Sales and Library Open

Wish You Were Here!

Bellefonte, 
PA
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hobby. And second, because of their smaller size, chapters 
and affiliates may be able to offer a more personal 
experience and help collectors get more enjoyment from 
the hobby. The same applies to the APS Facebook and 
Linked In groups. We could restrict participation in these 
groups to APS members, but by allowing non-members 
to participate the hope is that, as they learn more about 
the Society and have increasing contacts with members, 
they may decide that they would like to become members 
themselves.

*****
For many, the hobby is about the people involved. 

Unfortunately, not long ago I received an e-mail that one 
of those great people recently had passed away. Pat Loeck 
was not an APS member. I am not even sure if she was 
a collector. However, she and her husband Bob (who is 
a 30-year APS member) epitomize the Omaha Stamp 
Show. If Bob was at work, Pat would offer to pick you up 
at the airport if you were flying into the show. They made 
sure you had transportation to the show, often renting a 
vehicle for the use of judges and other out-of-town guests. 
They even opened up their house for dinner and a social 
gathering during one evening of the show. If you needed 
something, Pat would do her best to make sure you had it. 
We will all miss her.

*****
We receive lots of press releases and, unfortunately, 

many of them cannot be used in The American Philatelist. 
Many would be “old news” by the time you receive it and 
others would be of interest to such a small segment of the 
membership that we opt to use the space to allow for more 
articles and features. We are trying to accommodate more 
of these releases in our monthly e-newsletter, where we 
can provide a one- or two-sentence “teaser” that interested 
members can click on to get the full information. We 
also welcome photos of club meetings, shows, and other 
philatelic happenings that you are willing to share for 
possible inclusion in the e-bulletin. I would be happy 
to receive any possible items for the e-newsletter at 
kpmartin@stamps.org. As I receive about 200 legitimate 
e-mails each day, it would be helpful if you could include 
“e-newsletter” in the subject line.

The e-newsletter also allows us to disseminate Society 
news on a much more timely basis. For example, the 
April e-newsletter included a link to a recap of the APS 
Board’s March meeting prior to the Garfield Perry Show. 
Although, by the time you read this, minutes should be 
available on our website, the e-newsletter recap is often 
a more reader-friendly summary, without the legal 
requirements of recording who made which motions, etc. 

If you have deleted or can’t find a copy of our e-newsletter, 
the web version is always available from www.stamps.org.

*****
Two recent news releases merit a quick mention. 

At the National Topical Show in Denver this June, the 
American Topical Association is offering youth the 
opportunity to prepare “Stepping Stone” exhibits. Instead 
of requiring a young collector to prepare at least sixteen 
pages (one frame) of material, youth can get their feet wet 
by preparing an exhibit with as few as four or eight pages. 
I think former Kehr Award winner Mary Ann Bowman 
is behind this effort, and applaud her and others such as 
the Indiana Stamp Club and another Kehr Award winner, 
Cheryl Edgcomb, who have offered similar programs at 
other venues to encourage youth.

The second release comes from Dan Pattison, a retired 
educator/administrator and current APS dealer member. 
The Bailey-Matthews Shell Museum, a 501 C-3 non-
profit museum on Sanibel Island, Florida, devoted to 
the study of shells and mollusks, is embarking on a new 
research program that links stamp collecting to shell 
collecting. The museum is hoping to collaborate with 
collectors willing  to donate stamps that could be used 
in a new exhibit at the shell museum. In addition to the 
exhibit, they hope to design both classroom and summer 
youth programs for school children in Southwest Florida. 
Donations of shells on stamps or questions should be sent 
to Diane Thomas, The Bailey-Mathews Shell Museum, 
P.O. Box 1580,  Sanibel, FL 33957-1580.

*****
As I mentioned earlier, chapters are very important 

to the APS. Congratulations to the following clubs who 
have reached significant milestones as APS members 
during 2010. (Note that some of the clubs have existed 
considerably longer than they have been APS members.)
100 Years

Buffalo Stamp Club (New York)
75 Years

Sheboygan Stamp Club (Wisconsin)
Tampa Collectors Club (Florida)
Washington State Philatelic Society (Washington)

50 Years

Austin Stamp Club (Texas)
Dutchess Philatelic Society (New York)
Havertown Stamp Club (Pennsylvania)
Kent Philatelic Society (Michigan)
Pascack Stamp Club (New Jersey)
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25 Years
Alle-Kiski Valley Numismatic/Philatelic  

          Society (Pennsylvania)
Badger Stamp Club (Wisconsin)
Oklahoma Philatelic Society
Pinnacle Stamp Club of Arkansas
Société Philatélique de Quebec

*****
Although not an APS chapter nor an affiliate, the 

National Postal Museum is a very important partner 
of the American Philatelic Society. A group led by APS 
member Ian Gibson-Smith, with representation from 
the NPM, APS, NAPEX, Stamp Camp USA and others, 
will be sponsoring a three-day exhibit in the foyer of the 
Rayburn House Office Building in Washington, DC from 
July 28–30. This is expected to include small exhibits 
from several congressmen. We will make additional 
information available later, but in case you have plans to 
visit the nation’s capital this summer, we wanted to allow 
you to add this to your calendar. Also, when planning 
your trip to our August 12–15 StampShow in Richmond, 
Virginia, don’t overlook the possibility of a visit to the 
National Postal Museum either before or after the show. 
DC is not much more than sixty miles from Richmond.

*****
Ian Gibson-Smith has not only led the Congressional 

Exhibit project but continues his financial generosity to 
the APS. In 2002 he made a five-year $10,000 pledge to 
the APS. Subsequently, he increased this to $25,000 over 
ten years, which is nearly paid off after his latest gift.

During March, Don Sundman of Mystic Stamp 
Company also made a payment on his ten-year pledge. 
With his most recent gift of $20,000, he only has two 
payments left on his $200,000 gift.

Thanks also to Jim and Sue Dempsey who gave us 
$3,000. This is on top of an earlier, fully paid $25,000 
commitment for a Reading Lounge.

Big thanks also go to an APS chapter and an affiliate 
for their generosity during March. One of our largest 
chapters, The Hollywood Stamp Club, gave $3,000 to the 
Library, and one of our older affiliates, the Empire State 
Postal History Society, gave $1,000 for the building.

Thank you all!
Winding its way through Congress is an extension 

through 2010 of a tax break to encourage older people to 
donate money from their individual retirement accounts 

to charity. If, as expected, this extension is passed, the 
measure will allow people age 70½ and older to give up 
to $100,000 a year from their IRAs without having to pay 
taxes on the distribution. Library President Roger Brody 
and APS Board member Joann Lenz and her husband 
Kurt are among those who have supported the APS by 
taking advantage of this provision in previous years.

*****
In 1886 President Grover Cleveland led the dedication 

ceremonies for the Statue of Liberty in New York harbor. 
The first bottle of Coca-Cola was sold in Atlanta in 1886 
— it was advertised as a hangover remedy containing 
coca leaves and African kola nut extract. The same year 
Americans saw the first sales of Hires Root Beer and 
Dr. Pepper carbonated beverages. In an effort to cater 
to farmers living far from large stores, Richard Sears 
established a successful mail-order house in Minneapolis. 
He began by selling watches, and the following year, in 
1887, he hired Alvah Roebuck as a watch repairman. 
And the first official Groundhog Day celebration was 
held February 2, 1886 in the small town of Punxsutawny, 
Pennsylvania.

That same year, several prominent stamp collectors 
began discussing the possibility of forming a national 
organization of philatelists. By April 1886 they had 
formed The Committee on National Organization and 
printed an announcement of the possible formation of a 
national philatelic organization. 

Following this effort and those of others, some 400 
collectors indicated their willingness to assist in founding 
such a group. A total of 219 stamp collectors sent in their 
proxies, each paying twenty-five cents for the privilege of 
voting by proxy.

A committee met in New York City on September 
13, 1886, and adopted the name “American Philatelic 
Association” for the newly formed organization. The 
following day, John K. Tiffany, a prominent St. Louis 
attorney and an ardent philatelist, was elected president, a 
position he held until 1896.

All this background is leading up to the fact that the 
APS will turn 125 in 2011 and we would like your ideas 
on how we should celebrate the milestone. While some 
suggestions may not be possible to implement, we always 
appreciate hearing your ideas, suggestions, and concerns.  
Never hesitate to contact me at kpmartin@stamps.org or 
814-933-3817.


