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Website Development 
& Members Honored

We recently heard from a member who was disappointed because our new 
website seems static. This comment was likely based on the appearance of our 
home page, which serves as a gateway to our varied content. The site’s content, 

however, changes on a nearly daily basis and we have added some pretty significant 
features. Take, for example, our online StampStore with about 275,000 items. In the past 
two months we have added the ability for members to save their searches, as well as to 
limit searches to items posted in the last thirty days and to sort the results of searches by 
posting date.

APRL Exhibits
Did you know that the American Philatelic Research Library has a collection of exhibit 

copies? By the time you read this we also expect to have at least fifteen exhibits available 
on the APS website for members to view. To see the exhibits online, visit www.stamps.
org.online-exhibits or you may link to them from My APS. Please remember to sign in, as these 
exhibits are for Members Only. While we eventually expect to make many of the exhibits available 
digitally on the website, we can’t post exhibits without written permission of the exhibit owner. 

We have almost 700 exhibit reproductions in the APRL. Of these, fifty are digital scans, and 
the remainder are paper copies. Some are reproduced in black and white, but others are in full 
color. These exhibit copies can be checked out of the library just like books. (Paper copies are 
bound, and digital scans are on CD- or DVD-ROM.)

To search our exhibit holdings, go to the online catalogue at www.catalog.stamplibrary.org 
and enter “exhibit” in the Record Type box. You can then add title, subject, or author (exhibitor) 
keywords to your search. When we have information about awards the exhibit has won, we add 
that information to the catalogue record.

Interested in donating a copy of your exhibit to the Library? It’s easy! You can either mail us 
a paper copy of your exhibit, or send us an electronic copy. You can even send both paper and 
digital versions, which allows the library and our researchers the most flexibility.

Most scanned exhibits are too large to send as e-mail attachments, so we recommend 
burning the files to CD-ROM and mailing the disk to us, or using a file sharing service such 
as Dropbox (www.dropbox.com), which is free and comes with step-by-step instructions.

Getting Your Group Online
We are lucky to have an extremely dedicated employee, Wendy Masorti, to serve as our 

webmaster. Unfortunately, most of our affiliates and chapters cannot afford the cost of a 
website or someone to maintain it on a weekly basis. For ten or more years the Virtual Stamp Club has 
offered to provide a free basic website for any APS chapter or affiliate (for details visit www.stamps.org/
CAC/cac_free.htm). 

Several philatelic organizations would like to improve their online presence but need some help 
finding a webmaster. A couple of these groups may even be able to offer a small amount of remunera-
tion. If you have web development skills and might be interested in helping one (or more) of these of 
these organizations, let us know and we will share your contact information with the groups that have 
contacted us looking for help.
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Affiliate Growth
Speaking of affiliates, congratulations to the Ameri-

can Topical Association who recently reported gaining 101 
members during 2011 and getting a great start on 2012 by 
signing up twenty-three new members at our January APS 
AmeriStamp Expo in Atlanta. We are delighted to see what 
ATA Executive Director Vera Felts has managed to accom-
plish, even if it may impact her ability to provide as much 
volunteer service for the APS as she once did!

Volunteers
Volunteers play an important role in the APS, but rare-

ly do they show up on your doorstep asking how they can 
help. Traveling from New Hampshire to Florida, Carolyn 
and Lewis Busell recently decided to stop and volunteer for a 
couple days. Thank you!

I’m also happy to welcome another local volunteer, Jeff 
Thompson, who is not even a stamp collector, and who came 
to us through the Retired Senior Volunteer Program.

Many of our volunteers help out in the Library, which is 
headed by Director of Information Services/Librarian Tara 
Murray. The Special Libraries Association has recently rec-
ognized her by nominating her for the position of Cabinet 
Chair-Elect. Congratulations and good luck, Tara.

Honoring Our Members
This issue serves as our annual recognition issue for do-

nors and volunteers. We are incredibly blessed by many gen-
erous members. One part of the special recognition section 
of this issue is the listing of special gifts received  in honor 
and in memory of collectors. Because of space limitations we 
rarely include obituaries in this journal. As many of us were 
not fortunate enough to know most of these individuals, I 
would like to provide at least a  sentence or two about some 
of these special people who gave so much to the hobby and 
the APS/APRL.

Virginia Alexander was not an APS member but owned 
a hobby shop in Oklahoma City and mentored many collec-
tors, one of whom honored her memory with a gift.

The Merchantville Stamp Club in Southern New Jersey 
routinely remembers its members who pass away with a gift 
to the APS. Unfortunately, we received eight different gifts 
from them during 2011 in memory of Earl Arnold, Jack Co-
hen, Winton Engle, William Ray Johnson, Gerald Alan Leviss, 
Francis Ogle, Walter J. Schwarz, and Andrew Yatsko. While 
only five of the eight were APS members, they had a com-
bined 149 years of APS membership.

William Arthmann of Columbia, South Carolina be-
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came an APS member at age 76 by applying on our website. 
A non-collector friend of his recognized the important role 
stamp collecting had played in his life and made a donation 
to the APS in his memory.

George Athens of Venice, Florida also joined the APS at 
age 76 and after more than fifteen years of APS membership 
was recognized for his service to the Venice Stamp Club, 
Sarasota National Stamp Exhibition and the American First 
Day Cover Society with a Carter Volunteer Service award.  

Minuteman Press, a partner with IPC Print Services, a 
Walsworth Company, publisher of The American Philatelist, 
remembered Earl Boal, husband of AP editor Barbara Boal. 
Earl, who served as head golf pro at Penn State and was a 
lifetime member of the PGA, likely influenced one of Barb’s 
collections — golf on stamps!

Dan Brouillette from Minnesota was a nationally accredit-
ed philatelic judge for more than fifteen years and was known 
for his exhibit of New York City Mail from 1842 to 1900.

Outside of philately, Raymond (“Pat”) Buse was known 
as a distiller, banker, thoroughbred horse owner and breeder, 
and part owner of both the Cincinnati Bengals football team 
and Cincinnati Red baseball team. He was also known as a 
frequent attendee at many stamp shows, who took up exhib-
iting when health issues started to slow him down.

Paul Calle is best known as the stamp designer for the 
1968 Man on the Moon stamp who spent time with the as-
tronauts before their successful trip to the moon. In 2000 
Stamp Development Manager Terry McCaffrey invited him 
to the APS StampShow in Providence, not too far from his 
home in Connecticut. He was accompanied by his son and 
fellow stamp designer Chris Calle, who has rarely missed an 
APS show since.

Member Joseph Celoski remembered Estelle Celoski who 
passed away about ten years earlier. His gift likely recognized 
either what would have been their 50th wedding anniversary 
or her 75th birthday. Walter Cibulskis also remembered his 
wife Elizabeth Cibulskis. Walter has been an APS member for 
forty-four years and she joined thirty-eight years after him.

The Knoxville Philatelic Society gave gifts in memory of 
three of their members: Forest Conklin, Lillard Harvey, and 
William Muenzer. Muenzer was a 31-year APS member who 
collected Latin America and Western Europe. Conklin en-
hanced his philatelic activities with genealogy and volunteer 
work at  the local historical society. 

John Cress dedicated his retirement to the pursuit of his 
interest in postal history, specializing in Australasia and 
early air mail. He traveled to many shows, exhibiting both 
nationally and internationally. He also obtained the desk of 
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famous air mail pilot Jack Knight and loaned it to the APS 
for display in the Airmail Room for a number of years.

Ephraim (“Duke”) Day was the APS theft committee 
chair for many years. He was in charge of security for the 
Washington 2006 international show, and was a nation-
ally accredited judge. He, along with his wife, Regina, and 
daughter Elizabeth all participated in the competitive exhi-
bition at the 2004 APS show in Norfolk, Virginia.

Thomas Foust was a 27-year member of the APS but was 
better known as a longtime president of the American First 
Day Cover Society.

The legendary auctioneer Bernard D. Harmer was an 
APS member for sixty-four years. His sons Keith and Chris 
have carried on the family tradition and are also auctioneers.

Les Heinzel from the Chicago area was an APS member 
for forty-three years, with a special interest in United Na-
tions and Europa issues. He and his wife Shirley, an APS 
member herself, represented the United Nations Postal Ad-
ministration at many shows throughout the Midwest, offer-
ing new United Nations stamps and products.

The family of Edwin Lee Howard gave a gift in his mem-
ory.  He was a 36-year APS member from Maryland who 
collected United States, first day covers, patriotic covers, 
Canada, and Mexico.

Ling-Wen Hu, an APS member for thirty-four years was 
a professor at Penn State who loved to come to the Ameri-
can Philatelic Society and look at material offered by our 
Circuit Sales program. He did not buy a lot, but found no 
other activity more relaxing. A couple of years ago, his wife 
established an endowment in his name at the Centre County 
Community Foundation to benefit the APS. This past year 
his family generously gave $100,000 to name our Circuit 
Sales offices in his memory.

A lifelong stamp collector, Jack Robert Hughes owned 
and operated a stamp collectors shop in Oakland, California, 
for many years. A 64-year APS member, he was an interna-
tionally renowned expert on the stamps of Samoa.

The Glen Ellyn Philatelic Society remembered three mem-
bers during 2011: Richard (“Dick”) Jacky, Edward Stanger, 
and H. Everett Van Reken. The Sussex County Stamp Club of 
Delaware remembered Joseph James, a 42-year APS member 
who collected United States and Duck Hunting stamps.

An avid stamp collector, Charlie Kasdorf drove all over 
the country to attend first day stamp ceremonies and stamp 
shows. He was a member of both the Alameda and San Le-
andro Stamp Clubs of California.

The Capital City Philatelic Society from Harrisburg, 
Pennsylvania lost Joseph Kleinfelter, an 18-year APS member 
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and United States collector who handled APS sales circuits 
for the club.

James Kotanchik was an exhibitor and nationally accred-
ited judge from Massachusetts who supported the Spelman 
Museum of Stamps and Postal History. His book, Post Of-
fice Seals of the United States and Possessions, was a source of 
great personal pride.

The Philatelic Club of Will County (Illinois) remembered 
Edward Kowalczyk with a gift. He joined the APS at age 76 
and collected the United States, Poland, and Germany.

Robert Lansdowne of Middletown, Pennsylvania was a 
27-year APS member with a broad variety of collecting inter-
ests including cats, Israel, Vatican City, Ryukyus, the Canal 
Zone, and German Colonies. He was remembered by four 
individuals who purchased a paver brick in his memory. The 
APS established a Paver Garden in 1995 to allow individu-
als to remember collectors who played an important role in 
their lives. When we moved to Bellefonte, the pavers were 
dug out of the ground and are temporarily stored . We have 
not actively sold pavers as we need to complete more con-
struction before reinstalling the paver garden at the Ameri-
can Philatelic Center in Bellefonte.

The Oshkosh Philatelic Society of Wisconsin gave a gift 
in memory of Allan Marcus, a 40-year APS member who col-

lected British Commonwealth. Marcus was also a member of 
stamp clubs in Outagamie, Green Bay, and Iron Mountain. 
He loved to travel around Wisconsin talking and visiting 
with all of the club members and dealers.

When he was nearing retirement, Harvey Mirsky rekin-
dled  his boyhood interest in stamp collecting and developed 
into a noted postal historian specializing in U.S. first issues. 
His exhibit of U.S. 1847 issues won many national and in-
ternational awards and was shown following his death at 
StampShow as part of what many believe to be the finest col-
lection of U.S. 1847 exhibits ever displayed.

Our William C. Stone chapter in Massachusetts gave a 
gift in memory of Polly Nelson. She was also a member of the 
Springfield Stamp Club.

John J. Nunes was a well-known stamp dealer who fre-
quently offered his wares at shows throughout the mid-At-
lantic and northeast. Many collectors probably had no idea 
that he had a Ph.D. and was a nuclear power plant opera-
tor in his previous career. He passed away while working a 
stamp show in the Toronto, Canada area.

Apart from APS employees themselves, Charlie Rupert 
from nearby Blanchard, Pennsylvania probably visited the 
APS as frequently as any other member. For thirty-three 
years it was rare when he did not stop in at least once each 

2Ways to 
Buy & Sell 
with APS

StampStore & APS Circuit Sales
Join the thousands of members who Buy & Sell with APS

For information on how you can participate, call 814-933-3803 or visit 
www.stamps.org/Buy-and-Sell-by-Mail • www.stamps.org/Buy-and-Sell-Online
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week. During this time Charlie helped us with a wide variety 
of printing and publishing projects, from the AP to the PLR 
to stamp show programs to APS stationery, and more. 

The Olean (New York) area Stamp Club remembered 
Robert Schaumleffel, a 45-year APS member, with a gift that 
they designated to the Library. The Indiana Stamp Club gave 
a gift in memory of two of their members who passed away 
in 2011: Arnold Newman and Margaret Shane. The club’s gift 
was designated to the Tiffany Endowment Fund.

The Visalia Philatelic Society of California chose another 
option — the APS Young Stamp Collectors of America pro-
gram — to remember Thomas Stillman, who was a 40-year 
member of the APS.

Edward Stockhammer, a 43–year APS member and world-
wide collector, was remembered with gifts from two non-
member friends. His concern for the future of the hobby led 
to one of the gifts being designated to our youth department.

A family friend also remembered Harold Stral from 
the Chicago area with a gift in his memory. A 36-year APS 
member interested in postal history and stampless covers, 
Stral was the contact for the Smith Center Stamp Club in 
Skokie, Illinois.

The Gulf Coast Stamp Club (Mississippi) remembered 

21-year APS member Sidney Sundstrom with a gift. Sund-
strom collected United States, air mails, and Sweden. 

A memorial gift was received from the Cuyahoga Falls 
(Ohio) Stamp Club for Robert (“Bob”) Svenson. Svenson also 
belonged to the Rubber City Stamp Club and collected Unit-
ed States, Australia, Canada, Great Britain, Scandinavia, and 
souvenir cards.

Thomas O. (“Tuck”) Taylor was a 55-year APS member. A 
lifelong stamp collector, Taylor collected pre-stamps, Wash-
ington, DC postal covers, and history of that era. He was 
well known by exhibitors for his offering of custom-sized 
mylar mounts. He asked that gifts in his memory be directed 
to the APS.

Ralph Walther of California served on the APS Board 
of Vice Presidents from 1986–1989 and was a patron of the 
American Philatelic Research Library. His wife, Betty, has 
also been an APS member for the past thirty-five years.

Philately gained immeasurably from the contributions 
the above fifty collectors made to the hobby during their 
lives. We also thank the seventy-nine individuals who saw 
fit to remember them with generous gifts to the APS and 
APRL.
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