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Visit ‘The Caves’
Space is still available for the APS March 25 tour of the United States Postal Service 

Fulfillment Center, also known as “The Caves,” in Kansas City. Joining APS 
members on the tour will be Susan McGowan, the new Executive Director of 

Stamp Services for the USPS. Visit www.stamps.org/Fulfillment-Center-Tour or call us 
at 814-933-3803 for more details and to sign up.

*****

Congratulations to APS members George Kramer and David Beech who will be hon-
ored as the 2013 recipients of the Smithsonian Philatelic Achievement Awards.

George Kramer started exhibiting in 1975, and has received the APS Champion of 
Champions award three times: for “Wells Fargo” (1986), “Across the Continent” (1993), 
and “U.S. Domestic Mails 1776–1869” (2003). He also received the Grand Prix National 
at Pacific 97 for the latter exhibit and a Grand Prix in Australia in 2005. In addition to his 
exhibiting, George has written articles and chapters for journals and books on a variety 
of topics, including Mexican revenues, telegraph stamps, and the Pony Express. He is a 
U.S. national-level judge and has served as commissioner for FIP exhibitions in France, 
Israel, Korea, and Washington, DC. George also has been very generous to the APS. 
Early in the development of the American Philatelic Center he and his late wife Carol 
made a $100,000 gift for the American Philatelic Center.

David Beech has made an impact on both British and international philately. As cu-
rator of the British Library Philatelic Collections since 1983, he oversaw the growth of a 
philatelic reference library to approximately 10,000 volumes by 2003. He is a Fellow and 
Past President of the Royal Philatelic Society London. During the last thirty years he has 
had a profound influence on philately, philatelic libraries, and postal museums around 
the world, showcasing philately for broad audiences as well as for specialists.

Congratulations also to Sandeep Jaiswal and the India Study Circle. For Ameri-
Stamp Expo Sandeep recruited half the teams for the American Association of Philatelic 
Exhibitors Team Competition. The twenty team members included six individuals who 

had never previously exhibited. The four teams recruit-
ed by Jaiswal took first, second, third, and fifth place in 
the competition.

*****

Thanks to member Bill Aaroe whose “An Indoor 
Rockhound” in the Fall 2012 issue of B.C. Rockhounder 
looks at the possibilities of collecting rocks and gems 
on stamps.  In addition, Fundamentals of Philately is 
featured in the 2013 winter issue of Fine Books & Col-
lections in the Beyond the Basics column by Joel Silver, 
“Thinking Outside the Book, What We Can Learn from 
Other Collecting Fields, particularly Philately.” Joel is 
a member of the APRL. Getting articles into the non- David Beech

George Kramer
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philatelic press is a great way to expose more individuals to 

our wonderful hobby. 

*****

An early congratulations to the Spellman Postal Muse-

um in Weston, Massachusetts, which will celebrate its 50th 

birthday later this spring with three 
events scheduled April 26th and 27th 
and the first weekend of May, the same 
weekend as Philatelic Show in Boxboro, 
Massachusetts.

The last weekend in April they will 
have a family and community-oriented 
time at the Museum offering activities 
and a special postmark. On Thursday, 
May 2 they plan a symposium titled 
“From Indian Trails to a New Nation.” 
Experts from across the country will 
present papers and offer discussion on 
Colonial America and how the posts de-
veloped, functioned, and influenced the 
growth of America. Their  celebration 
will culminate on Friday, May 3 with a 
special dinner.

Another event in the planning stages is an “Improving 
Stamp Shows Conference.” American Stamp Dealers Asso-
ciation board member Mark Reasoner believes that show 
representatives and organizers can learn a lot from each oth-
er. The event is planned for the afternoon of the Wednesday 

members of the india study circle. sandeep Jaiswal is in the front row at the right.

Summer Seminar 
on Philately 2013

June 16–21
American Philatelic Center • Bellefonte, PA

Registration Form Available Online at www.stamps.org/Summer-Seminar
For more information, contact Gretchen 

814-933-3803, ext. 239 • E-mail: gretchen@stamps.org

Join us for the learning, fun, & friendships!
Class sizes are limited • Don’t Miss Out • Register Today

4-Day Courses — Computers in Philately • Egypt Beyond the Pyramids • Fake & Altered Stamps: U.S. & 
Foreign • Philatelic Marketplace from a Collector’s Perspective • Philatelic & Postal Ephemera 

• Stamp Technology • United States Air Mail: A Postal History Treatment

2-Day Courses — Care and Protection of Your Stamps, Covers, & Related Philatelic Materials  
• Collecting and Exhibiting State Postal History • Worldwide Collecting 

Study Group• Military Mail • Research How To’s
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before StampShow in Milwaukee (August 7) with the goal 
of identifying current best practices and seeking new ideas. 
Show representatives, dealers, and exhibitors are all invited 
to discuss topics such as publicity, youth activities, secu-
rity and legal issues, and USPS involvement in the hobby. 
Contact Mark Reasoner, reasonerstamps@yahoo.com, with 
questions or to share suggestions and ideas.

*****

Content is added to our website nearly every day.  Among 
the items recently added are free downloadable cachets. Visit 
www.stamps.org/Free-Cachets to check out the growing list 
of options. These are a great way to create souvenirs or get 
your mail noticed.

*****

With deep regret, I must end this column with a sad note 
— the passing of three respected collectors: Mike Miley Sr., 
David Herendeen, and Al Underberg.

Mike Miley Sr. began collecting stamps as a young Cub 
Scout in Toledo, Ohio. During his thirty years as a middle 
school teacher in Waterford, Michigan, Mike started a stamp 
club where he engaged students in numerous elements of 
stamp collecting. Mike also became very involved in orga-
nized philately in Michigan and was an active member of 
the Pontiac, Birmingham, and Ferndale stamp clubs. Mike 
served as president of the Pontiac Stamp Club for close to 
twenty years. In the 1990s, he established Miley Stamps and 

became a popular fixture on the Michigan and Ohio show 
circuits. Mike’s greatest philatelic legacy, however, is the pas-
sion for the hobby he infused in his son (Mike Jr.) and his 
grandkids (Miranda and Max).

Mike also was an early supporter of the Young Philatelic 
Leaders Fellowship program. He worked with the Fellows 
at shows, provided them material to learn about the stamp 
dealer business, and backed up his verbal support with more 
than $3,000 in cash support for the program. His family rec-
ognized the importance of the hobby and youth to him by 
encouraging his philatelic friends to make memorial gifts to 
the YPLF.

David Herendeen was a stamp collector from childhood 
and specialized in worldwide postage due stamps and postal 
history for more than thirty-five years. His exhibits of Brit-
ish Empire and French Community Postage Dues won many 
national Gold medals, Grand awards, and two international 
Gold medals. He served as a nationally accredited judge and 
chief judge, and was my mentor when I was accredited as a 
chief judge.

He held many positions including president of the 
France and Colonies Philatelic Society, first vice president 
of the American Philatelic Congress, and vice president of 
the American Association of  Philatelic Exhibitors. David 
published major research articles and served as editor for 
the France and Colonies Philatelist and the British Caribbean 
Philatelic Journal.
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His more recent focus was scientific research 
in philately. He founded the Institute for Analyti-
cal Philately and organized an international sym-
posium on this subject last fall.

Al Underberg may not have had the national 
recognition of Miley or Herendeen, but he loved 
stamp collecting and the APS every bit as much. 
At the time of his death he was vice president of 
the St. Petersburg Stamp Club. We looked for-
ward to his frequent visits to attend our Summer 
Seminar on Philately and he spent many hours 
with APS circuit books looking for needed items 
for his collection. We are so appreciative that his 
wife agreed to accompany him so he could attend 
the Summer Seminar this past year.

Thanks for all that many of you do to support 
and promote the hobby and the APS.

During APs summer seminar 2012, Al and marilyn Underberg pose for a Kodak 
moment with Ken martin, APs executive director, and volunteer richard nakles. 
Al attended the summer seminar for decades.

Learn More, Do More, Enjoy More 
with America’s Stamp Club!


