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Philatelic Growth Not  
Hindered by Winter 

I am writing this column in the depths of winter, but by the time you read it spring 
should be arriving for many of you. Spring means new growth, and this month 
I am happy to report on a number of actions that I hope will fertilize the hobby.
Stamp Collecting Month in Denver generated 150 stamp designs by youngsters 

submitted through three local post offices. The grand award winner, selected by a 
panel of three Rocky Mountain Philatelic Library members, was 11-year old Elliott 
Park. In recognition of this outstanding design, the RMPL and the Cherrelyn Stamp 
Club presented awards to Elliott for artistic talent in conveying the dynamic vitality of 
the U.S. Post Office in delivering the mail. RMPL president Sergio Lugo reports that 
Eliott’s design was so good that they decided to share the drawing with the Citizens’ 
Stamp Advisory Committee.

Remaining in Denver, the latest issue of Scribblings, publication of the RMPL, 
announces “History of the World through Stamps,” a new class sponsored by Denver 
University’s Adult Lifelong Learning Program. The eight-week class follows a similar one that 
began in January. Not surprisingly, the same issue of Scribblings reports that the RMPL has thirteen 
candidates running for ten positions on their board. I bet they find jobs for all the unsuccessful 
candidates!  A recent issue of The Perryscope, newsletter of the Garfield Perry Club, also indicates 
they have ten candidates for their seven Trustee positions. 
It’s great to see this kind of interest in serving the hobby.

Speaking of trustees, American Philatelic Research 
Library Trustee Larry Nix has an article about bibliophilately 
in the Winter issue of the magazine Fine Books & Collections. 
An excellent way to share our hobby!

Another individual with a wonderful record of promoting 
the hobby is Cheryl Edgcomb, the “retired” founder of Stamp 
Camp USA, where she spent years promoting the hobby to 
youth. One of her many projects was getting into the Guiness 
Book of World Records. It took more than two years but she 
is now recognized as holding the world record for most 
philatelic items related to rainbows.

Cheryl is also one of the generous donors 
underwriting prizes for the third YouTube 
Stamp Challenge. The contest is designed 
to encourage stamp collectors to share their 
collections with people all over the world 
through digital means. Enter by May 31 and 
you could win one of five cash prizes ranging 
from $50 to $250. Instructions for creating a 
YouTube video, as well as links to the previous 
contest winners, are on the APS website. All 
entries will be posted on the APS YouTube 

 www.youtube.com/Americasstampclub

www.stamps.org/stamp-Youtube-Videos
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channel, www.youtube.com/AmericasStampClub, along 
with the videos from the first two contests, which have 
been viewed as many as 60,000 times. To see a list of all 
available stamp videos organized by topic, visit www.
stamps.org/Stamp-YouTube-Videos.

Our free downloadable album pages are another way 
we share the hobby. Last July the Postal History Foundation 
asked permission to use text from the APS Arizona album 
pages and in September I was told that portions of the 
album were used for an exhibit at the capitol in Phoenix. 
Lisa Hodgkins from the Postal History Foundation passed 
our contact information to Mike Conway of the Arizona 

Geological Survey (AZGS). At the request of Arizona 
Governor Jan Brewer’s Centennial Commission, AZGS is 
building a virtual Arizona Experience website, and Mike 
has asked permission to use our Arizona album pages for 
that project, as well.

Also, in December I was contacted by P.D. Sterling of 
the Lakeland Stamp Club, an APS chapter. He wanted to 
know how to get a first day ceremony. I told him it was a 
long shot but gave him the contact information for USPS 
Stamp Services Executive Director Steve Kearney. Was I 
ever surprised when he e-mailed me back to tell me that 
they were offered the Purple Martin stamped envelope.

In his capacity as a member of the Friends of Mulberry 
Library, Mr. Sterling planned an exhibit of books on 
ornithology and philately, and as a member of the 
Lakeland Stamp Club, he prepared another exhibit and 
offered free starter stamp collections. Great work!

*****
A recent e-mail invited me to attend the First 

International Symposium on Analytical Methods in 
Philately, which will be held November 12–14 at the 
Smithsonian National Postal Museum. The Symposium 
will allow for about ten technical papers. Each paper must 

www.stamps.org/Free-Album-Pages
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address the manner in which forensic analysis has been 
applied to solving a philatelic problem. Both studies of 
stamp characteristics (color, ink chemistry, paper, gum, 
etc.) and postal history items are welcome.

In addition to two days of technical presentations, 
there will be a half-day workshop, including hands-on 
experience with the NPM forensic equipment, which 
includes a Foster & Freeman VSC 6000, a Bruker Tracer 
III-SD X-ray Fluorescence spectrometer, and a Bruker FT-
IR (Fourier Transform Infrared) spectrometer. For more 
information, visit the Institute for Analytical Philately 
website at www.AnalyticalPhilately.org.

The International Symposium takes place about a 
week after the Classics 2012 show and the Seventh Annual 
Postal History Symposium focusing on Blue and Grey: 
Mail and the Civil War, which will be held in Bellefonte 
at the American Philatelic Center from November 2–4.

It seems like a growing number of philatelic events are 
being held back-to-back, hoping to build on each other’s 
attendance. In the West, World Series of Philately shows 
Aripex and Sandical are often held on consecutive 
weekends. In the South, the Southeastern Stamp 
Show and the Sarasota National Stamp Exhibition 
are now being held on consecutive weekends. And 
Americover, the annual show of the American First Day 
Cover Society, recently announced that it will continue 
to be held in the same vicinity of the country as APS 
StampShow, either the preceding or following weekend. 
This year AmeriCover will be held in Irvine (Southern 
California) the week before our Sacramento show. In 
2013 APS StampShow in Milwaukee will be followed by 
AmeriCover in the Cleveland, Ohio area. And in 2014 
AmeriCover in Somerset, New Jersey will be followed by 
APS StampShow in Hartford, Connecticut.

Other events don’t even allow a few days in between 
but are consecutive or simultaneous. That’s the case for 
the latest Women Exhibitors Festival and Pipex, 
which will be held in Portland, Oregon this May 10–13. 
As part of the event APRL Librarian Tara Murray will give 
a presentation on “How To Research.” Her talk, which is 
open to the public, will help those new to philatelic research 
get started and introduce more experienced researchers 
to resources available at the APRL and beyond, including 
digital publications available online. Attendees will learn 
how to search the Philatelic Union Catalog effectively and 
find out about the complete library resources beyond the 
usual books and journals; these include indexes, maps, 
archival collections, and more.

APS “On-the-Road” Educational courses also try to 
piggyback onto major events. We’re pleased to have twelve 
offerings over the next eight months:
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• Collecting the British Machins with David Alderfer prior to 
the St. Louis Stamp Expo, March 14–15.

• Financing the Civil War with Ron Lesher prior to the 
Garfield Perry Show (Cleveland), March 21–22.

• Understanding and Identifying U.S. Grills with Rich Drews 
prior to Westpex (San Francisco), April 25–26.

• U.S. Great American Series with Jay Stotts prior to Napex 
(Washington, DC), May 30–31.

• Collecting Union and Confederate Civil War Covers with Jim 
Kloetzel and Ken Lawrence prior to Scopex and the APS 
Summer Seminar in Bellefonte, June 14–15. The Summer 
Seminar is followed by the National Topical Stamp 
Show in nearby Lancaster, Pennsylvania.

• CSI Philately: Uncovering the Less than Obvious with Mercer 
Bristow, also in Bellefonte, June 14–15.

• Inverts & Misperfs with Wayne Youngblood prior to the 
Minnesota Stamp Expo (Minneapolis), July 18–19.

• Exhibiting for the Prize with Rich Drews prior to APS 
StampShow (Sacramento), August 14–15.

• 100 Ways To Collect Germany with Fred Baumann prior to 
Milcopex (Milwaukee), September 19–20.

• CSI Philately: Uncovering the Less than Obvious with Mercer 
Bristow prior to Sescal (Los Angeles), October 3–4.

• Philatelic Marketplace with Clark Frazier prior to SEAPEX 
(Seattle), October 24–25.

• Understanding and Identifying U.S. Grills with Rich Drews 
prior to Chicagopex, November 14–15.

For more information on courses offered by the APS,  
visit www.stamps.org/Seminars-and-Courses.

*****
Let me close by jumping the gun on next month’s 

annual donor recognition issue. We recently received 
word from APS member Tony Mason that he  executed 
a new will and included a provision directing that an 
unrestricted bequest of $20,000 be made to the APS upon 
his death.

Also, thanks to the son and daughter of Benjamin 
and Naomi Wishnietsky who made a generous gift 
to have the Champion of Champions award named in 
their parents’ honor. A retired chemist Benjamin has 
been an APS member for sixty years. He has written 
and edited several philatelic works, as well as more than 
100 philatelic articles, was a Champion of Champion 
competitor himself, is a judge emeritus and one of the 
founders of the Hollywood Stamp Club. More details on 
his accomplishments are provided on the APS website.

Thank you all, those I have mentioned and the many 
more I have not, for all you do for our hobby.


