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Milestones Achieved  
& Service Recognized
I recently extended congratulations to several chapters on reaching milestones. 

Al Kugel mentioned that I missed the Chicago Philatelic Society, which 
celebrates its 125th anniversary this year. The CPS formed a few months 

before the APS in 1886 but did not become an APS chapter until 1887, so while 
we will formally recognize them for 125 years as a chapter next year, we extend 
our congratulations on their 125th anniversary as an organization in 2011.

The CPS annually sponsors Chicagopex the weekend prior to Thanksgiving, 
and this year one of the societies taking part in their show will also celebrate a sig-
nificant anniversary. Congratulations to the American Association of Philatelic 
Exhibitors, which formed in 1986 and has played a significant role in broadening 
the appeal of philatelic exhibiting. Two of the initial founders of AAPE are APS 
past presidents Randy Neil and John Hotchner.

Philately is blessed with an amazing number of hard workers. I recently compiled a database for 
an initial mailing for the upcoming World Stamp Show NY 2016. The database is far from com-
plete, but after eliminating duplication, it included nearly 2,700 contacts who play an important role 
in philately within the United States. Examples include chapter and affiliate 
presidents, affiliate editors, and dealers.

However, an important position is not required to make an impact. Past 
Library president Charlie Peterson’s widow Lanny contacted us late last year 
asking if we needed any of the more than 1,000 items for which Charlie 
wrote book reviews. We did not have the staff time to compare Charlie’s re-
views to our Library holdings, but member Richard Judge stepped forward 
and came up with a list of more than 300 items reviewed by Charlie that we 
need.

Another member who is always thinking of the best interests of the hob-
by is Alex Haimann. He routinely 
encourages dealers and collectors 
to use Giving Works to designate 
a portion of eBay sale proceeds of their material to the APS. 
Between August 2008 and December 2010 a total of $7,000 
was generated by sixteen members who designated a per-
cent of the proceeds of 181 items they sold on eBay. And in 
January one member listed more than 300 items that, when 
sold, will benefit the APS.

Alex is now pursuing a MBA degree and his parents 
have begun encouraging him to reduce the items stored at 
home. What did he do with his old baseball card collection? 
He sold it to benefit the APS. Alex was also approached by 
William Raible, a long time APS member and bourse dealer. 
Mr. Raible enjoys participating in bourses but as the years 
pass on is finding it a little more challenging to transport 
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Week.
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his material in and out of show locations. Raible offered to donate half of all 
sales to the APS Young Philatelic Leadership Fellow program for every bourse 
for which Alex provides assistance. Not half of all profits, half of all sales! As 
a graduate student with many other involvements Alex is very busy, but he 
agreed to help at a small one-day bourse in December. In return the APS re-
cently received a check for $695.71.  We are very pleased that Alex has agreed 
to help Mr. Raible again for the much larger St. Louis Stamp Expo.

There is a “forerunner” to the eBay fund-raising approach. A few years ago, 
Eliot Landau was selling at auction a significant collection he had formed over 
a number of years and agreed to donate a portion of the proceeds to the APS. 
That generous offer generated $25,000 for which he and his wife Eileen will be 
recognized with a reading lounge when the permanent library space is com-
plete. This year at Chicagopex Eliot indicated he is preparing to sell another 
collection and again will designate a portion of the proceeds to the APS. Thank 
you Eliot and Eileen!

Seasonal Greetings
Support of the hobby can take many forms. Last year 

I mentioned several favorite holiday cards received by 
members. Many of you were generous in sending greet-
ings again this year. While I once again liked Jay Bigalke’s 
use of a stamp format for photo highlights of his year, this 
year I offer special kudos to Andrew McFarlane, Jay and 
Bonnie Smith, and Viola Gianetti. For the fifth year in a 
row Andrew’s card was a first day cover featuring a ca-
chet of one of their cats and an explanation of what a first 
day cover is on the reverse. The Smith’s card featured a 
“Christmas postcard,” and Viola’s was a hand-made cus-
tom card using a variety of holiday stamps.

All of these individuals are active in philately in many 
ways. Andrew has served as an officer for both the American Air Mail and American First 
Day Cover Societies. He also sets a very high standard with his first day cover exhibits. Jay, 
Bonnie, and daughter Hilary are stamp dealers with a heavy emphasis on Scandinavia. 
Bonnie also writes the “Phemale Philatelist” column for The American Stamp Dealer and 
Collector, and Bonnie and Hilary both have been active in the Women Exhibitor’s group. 
Viola may not have the same name recognition but she was a valuable volunteer for APS 
StampShow in Providence, Rhode Island in 2000.

Another year-end greeting came from the Railway Mail Service Library. They invite 
collectors to visit their little-known gem in Boyce, Virginia. They like to say that if the 
Smithsonian Institution is “the nation’s attic,” the RMSL is the Railway Mail Clerk’s “base-

ment” at the last stop of the RMS/PTS. Further information is available 
from www.railwaymailservicelibrary.org or by calling 540-837-9090.

Working with the Community
The Pennsylvania State University encourages its students to honor 

the memory of Martin Luther King by providing community service, 
and this year we were happy to accept two groups of volunteers to help 
our Education Department and Library. The larger group helped as-
semble materials to distribute for our All*Star Stamp Club program and 
other youth activities. This is seemingly a constant need for which we 
can almost always use volunteers who are able to come to Bellefonte. 
The smaller group completed a “one time” project of organizing the 
many stamp albums that have been donated to us over the years and are 
part of the Library holdings.

For nearly as long as I have been employed by the APS we also have 
worked with Penn State University’s Office of International Students. 
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For many years we participated in the Children’s Fair, which 
was part of the International Festival, and for the last couple 
years APS has taken part in the Global Connections dinner 
broadening the attendees’ exposure to philately.

Other community organizations we work with include 
the Retired Senior Volunteer Program (RSVP) and OLLI, 
the Osher Lifelong Learning Institute. While RSVP provides 
us with many volunteers, we also are listed with their Speak-
ers Bureau. Similarly, we have assisted OLLI and many other 
organizations looking for programs. I spoke to the Kiwanis 
in August, am speaking to a Rotary group in March, and 
have given presentations to many other similar groups over 
the years. Every one of you is an expert on stamp collecting 
(even if you consider yourself a beginner, you are an expert 
compared to the vast majority of such organizations’ mem-
bers), and many such groups are looking for speakers.

For those of you who are social media oriented consider 
posting a comment, photo, or question to the APS Facebook 
or Linked In groups. You not only contribute to the ongoing 
dialogue but may also expose your friends to stamp collect-
ing.

We recently received a couple of inquiries from chapters 
or affiliates who would like to have a website but don’t know 
how to set one up. Thanks to the generosity of past APS Sec-
retary Lloyd deVries and the Virtual Stamp Club, basic web-
pages continue to be available to any chapter or affiliate free 
of charge. Contact us for details.

Have Some Fun
Stamp collecting is supposed to be fun, and we are glad 

to see this recognized by even the most serious collectors. 
At its Christmas meeting on December 16 The Royal Phila-
telic Society of London was entertained by members of the 
Cinderella Stamp Club, led by its president, Dr. Conrad 
Graham. Founded in 1959 the Cinderella Stamp Club caters 
to those who collect material not found in the main stamp 
catalogues.

The displays, prepared by twenty-three members of the 
society, ranged from local and private posts to revenues and 
propaganda labels. The displays were followed by a presen-
tation given by Past APS Director-at-Large Michael Dixon, 
who spoke on the philately of Upper Bongoland. Every col-

lector should have the opportunity to view Michael’s exhibits 
of Upper and Lower Bongoland.

Passings
I’m sad to report the recent passing of Paul Calle and 

John Nunes, two very different individuals who both had an 
impact on the hobby. Paul was an artist and stamp designer 
best known for his space-related designs and for accompa-
nying the Apollo crew leading up to their successful moon 
landing. He passed on his artistic and stamp design skills to 
his son Chris who over the past ten years has attended al-
most all of the APS summer and winter shows and designed 
many of the cachets for these shows.

Dr. John Nunes was a nuclear plant manager until he re-
tired to become a stamp dealer and bourse promoter. He was 
known for his wide-ranging stock and willingness to help 
collectors. Dr. Nunes passed away at a stamp show in To-
ronto.

Their loss serves as a reminder that members with items 
listed on our StampStore or books in our Circuit Sales de-
partment are encouraged to provide a contact we can use in 
case of death or incapacitation. This helps us remit funds to 
the estate and return books/items being retired.

*****
What’s on your mind? We love hearing from you. How 

do you mix stamp collecting with other hobbies? What 
stamps do you love or hate? Contact me by mail at APS, 100 
Match Factory Place, Bellefonte, PA 16823; telephone 814-
933-3803, ext, 218; or by e-mail kpmartin@stamps.org.

Martin luther King Day of service volunteers worked creating packets of stamps for young collectors and sorting donated stamp albums.


