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at the APC

In January I was delighted to welcome a multitude of volunteers to the 
American Philatelic Center. During the last week of January twenty-five 
volunteers from the local Retired Senior Volunteer Program of Centre 

County, Pennsylvania gave us eighty-five hours of assistance in assembling 
donated materials to ship to APS All*Star Stamp Clubs and Head Start teachers 
using a curriculum piloted by our Education Department and Stamp Camp 
USA. This project was led by Education Director Gretchen Moody, Youth 
Coordinator Janet Houser, and full-time volunteer Richard Nakles. Major 
assistance was provided by members of the Mt. Nittany Philatelic Society, 
including Mike and Becky Magyar, as well as regular volunteers Jerry Gill and 
Joe and Mary Ann Bell. Of course, it would not have been possible without the 

generous donation of materials from you, our members.
At virtually the same time we were running three orientations for thirty families that have signed up 

to provide volunteer service as part of Disney’s “Give a Day, Get a Day” nationwide program to promote 
volunteerism. Both of these efforts not only provide free labor but also help us expose the hobby to potential 
collectors. Some photos of the projects are available on our website and in our monthly e-mail newsletter.

We are pleased to have received several inquiries about our July 26–30 Volunteer Work Week announced 
in the January e-mail bulletin and mentioned in my column last month. We look forward to welcoming a 
number of you. We also understand that not all members can travel to Bellefonte and we are committed to 
coming up with opportunities for those who can’t make it. For example, we would welcome a volunteer or 
volunteers to monitor the APS LinkedIn Group discussions, would welcome additional You Tube videos 
for the APS You Tube Channel, and could use members interested in helping to create and contribute to 
an APS blog. We would also love photos of your local show or club events that could be included in our 
monthly e-mail bulletin or on our Facebook page.

We hope some of you have had an opportunity to look at the digital editions of The American Philatelist. 
The January 2010 issue is available as a sample on our website. Links to subsequent issues will be provided 
in the monthly e-bulletins until the new website with the Members Only area is live. If you do not receive 
the e-bulletins you can e-mail or call us for the links (please include your name and, if known, membership 
number so we can easily verify your member status).

A few members have asked about our making all past issues of The American Philatelist available in a 
digital format. The first quote we obtained to achieve this was for slightly more than $150,000. So until we 
can find a sugar daddy we will work backwards, and it will likely be a slow process.

When the revamped website goes live you will need to use your e-mail address to obtain member 
discounts and access to the member’s area. Please note that the e-mail address will have to match the e-mail 
in our member database. We understand that many of you are concerned about spam. Society privacy 
policy prohibits the release of e-mail addresses without a member’s permission. (This is why a dealer, 
chapter, affiliate, or judge listing may not include an e-mail address.) On request we also will code your 
record so that even the APS does not use the e-mail address.
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Those of you who received and read the February 
e-bulletin also should have heard that a CD with the 
first twenty-four sets of our monthly mini-albums is 
now available for $15. These pages are still available free 
by download from our website, but the CD is available 
for members without an Internet connection, with slow 
connections, and/or who just find it more convenient.

We also now have five audiovisual programs available 
for sale on DVDs at $12 each. Four of these have been 
converted from older slide programs, while one is 
completely new. APS chapters may still borrow slide 
programs at the current price of $8.50 (which includes 
return postage), or they may choose to purchase the 
programs in DVD format for their own libraries.

We recently have had interest in participating in 
expanding the Library’s “union” catalogue. Individuals 
already may access a listing of all the APRL holdings, 
and last fall the holdings of the Rocky Mountain 
Philatelic Library were added to the catalogue. More 
recently a portion of the Collectors Club of New York 
has been added. Additional inquiries have come from 
the Western Philatelic Library (Sunnyvale, CA), the 
Postal History Foundation (Tucson, AZ), and the St. 
Petersburg Stamp Club (St. Petersburg, FL). 

The more libraries we can add to the catalogue the 

easier it will be for collectors to find a source for the 
book they want close to them. Additionally, instead 
of every library having to create catalogue entries, it is 
much more efficient if only one library needs to do this 
and the other libraries can use the same catalogue entry.

Jumping topics.... Kudos to the Collectors Club of 
New York for its “Club Members Collect It All” special 
exhibit presentation at the club’s 113th Annual Meeting. 
Through the efforts of APS board member Steve Rod 
more than three dozen club members showed their 
favorite items on January 13, 2010. Each member was 
limited to seven pages. I think all those in attendance 
learned more about their fellow members and the hobby. 
I’d love to learn about and share your club’s success 
stories with the entire membership.

Finally, I never ceased to be amazed by the generosity 
of our membership. This includes both the volunteer 
and financial support. In January we received a gift from 
member Ken Trettin. Ken already makes an automatic 
monthly gift to the Society; however, he recently received 
an awards check from his APS credit card, which he 
uses for all his philatelic purchases. Rather than using 
the money for additional purchases, he gave this as an 
additional donation. Thanks, Ken!


