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Two of the more popular features on our website were updated in late December. 
Free downloadable album pages are now available for the 2014 United States stamps 
and a preliminary schedule of 2015 United States stamps has been posted. Both 
of these can be found under the Stamp Collecting Tab, which is the leftmost tab on 
the blue bar just below the banner at the top of each page. The direct links are http://
stamps.org/US-New-Issues and http://stamps.org/free-album-pages. In addition to 
the 2015 schedule, U.S. New Issue information also is available for 2010–2014, while 
our album pages for U.S. stamps go back to 2008.

Updated information on our February 13–15 Riverside, California AmeriStamp 
Expo show, including a mobile application, was added to our website in December. 
The mobile app includes the show schedule, participating dealers, list of exhibits, and 
the floor plan. We are delighted to have a waiting list of dealers. The show will include 
a U.S. first day ceremony for the 70-cent Vintage Rose and Tulip stamps and a Marshall Islands first day for five 49-cent 
Sweet Berry stamps. While supplies last, APS members in attendance will receive a coupon book with more than sixty 
specials offered by dealers and local attractions, plus a tote bag.

New York 2016
Without overlooking our own StampShow 2015, to be held August 20–23 in Grand Rapids, 

Michigan, it’s not too soon to start thinking about World Stamp Show New York. This event 
occurs once a decade in the United States and will be held May 28–June 4, 2016. As of the close 
of 2014, booth commitments have been received from 128 dealers. There are also commitments 
from forty-eight Societies and seventy-seven countries have nominated Commissioners to carry 
exhibits to fill the planned 4,000 frames. By the time you read this, the New York 2016 show 
bulletin and exhibiting information should be available from their website, www.ny2016.org. 
Twelve contracts have been signed with show hotels, with prices as low as $99/night up to $269/
night at the headquarters property.

Stamps Teach & More
I’m delighted to report that interest in Stamps Teach has exploded. This program provides 

educators with postage stamp-related material to add fun and interest to their current curriculum while exposing 
students to world geography, languages, currencies, culture, history, and art. The program focuses on the third through 
fifth grades, and we now have 2,651 teachers with 29,555 students spread among all fifty states.

Generous membership support and foundation grants provided in excess of $75,000 to fund the first three years of 
the program, but as these funds are now nearly exhausted we have had to temporarily halt accepting new teachers and 
students. The out-of-pocket expenses for the materials for each teacher kit cost us about $13. We continue to submit 
grant requests to allow us to continue to grow the program, but in the meantime a gift of just $13 could help us expose 
twenty-five or more kids to postage stamps and enhance their educational experience.

Stamps Teach is the first of three opportunities meant to engage youth in philately and insure a bright future for 
our hobby. The second step is our Internet-based Young Stamp Collectors of America program. YSCA membership 
usually costs $10 per child, but a free one-year membership is being offered to all Stamps Teach program students.

Committed YSCA members and other advanced youth collectors may take a final step by applying for a Young 
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Philatelic Leaders Fellowship. This 
program provides Fellows with a year-
long program that includes visits to the 
American Philatelic Center, National 
Postal Museum, and the APS summer 
and winter shows. Youth are assigned a 
mentor and must complete a project. The 
APS (through generous donors) picks 
up the entire cost of about $5,000 per 
fellow. The young people selected for the 
program have no personal costs other 
than a significant time commitment. Applications for 
2015–2016 Fellows are being accepted through April 30, 
2015. If you know someone between the ages of 13 and 25 
who would make a good Fellow, please recommend them 
by submitting their name using an online form at the APS 
website: http://stamps.org/Recommend-a-Fellow 

Summer Seminar Scholarships
Although not formally part of the three-step 

progression outlined above, we offer another significant 
opportunity for youth: scholarships for our annual 
week-long Summer Seminar in Bellefonte, for which 
course information is now available at http://stamps.org/
summer-seminar. If you do not use the Internet, please 

write us or contact Education Director 
Gretchen Moody by phone (814-933-
3803, ext. 239) and she will be happy to 
get you information on Stamps Teach, the 
YSCA, YPLF, or Summer Seminar.

Young Friends of APS
APS also has an active group for 

collectors who no longer qualify as youth. 
The Young Friends of APS social alliance is 
open to all APS members between the ages 

of 20–49. You may have read an account of their August 
2014 Hartford, Connecticut kickoff event in the November 
issue of The American Philatelist (page 1054). Their second 
event will be held at our Riverside AmeriStamp Expo 
show. Anyone interested in receiving more information 
about the group and its planned activities is encouraged 
to e-mail James Weigant at jamesweigant@sbcglobal.net.

Lots of Visitors!
December, January, and February are typically our 

slowest months for visitors; however, this year we have 
been delighted to have a steady stream of visitors taking 
advantage of the holidays to visit us. Library Board 
member Peter Martin visited us to work on the archives 
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of the State Revenue Society and National Duck Stamp 
Collectors Society. Smithsonian National Postal Museum 
curator Dan Piazza and volunteer Mike Plett visited to 
do research. And then, about a week later, a small group 
from the Washington Collectors Club visited. APS 
Board member Steve Zwillinger visited to prepare for his 
final apprenticeship to become an accredited judge and 
Membership Committee member Gerry Robbins and his 
wife Karen also visited as they prepare to build a home 
and relocate to Central Pennsylvania.

Major Gifts
The major gifts also keep coming into the Library. On 

December 26 I traveled to western Massachusetts to pick 
up the research files from Robert Markovits relating to 
his collection of United States officials that were sold by 
Matthew Bennett ten years ago. This capped quite a year for 
the Library, which spent significant time inventorying and 
producing finding aids for the donated research material 
of Tom Alexander (several pallets on a tractor trailer), 
Wallace Cleland, Richard Graham, and Harlan Stone. 
We’re blessed to have a facility that can accommodate the 
research materials of philately’s greats and maintain them 
for the next generation of collectors.

Member News
I was sad to learn that after nine years Jack Standen, 

who worked for many years in our Circuit Sales division, 
has given up his monthly stamp collecting column for The 
Chronicle-Telegram, the daily newspaper in Elyria, Ohio 
(Lorain County, just west of Cleveland). However, I was 
delighted to hear that Dennis Sadowski, who served as the 
local publicity chair for StampShow 1999 when it was held 
in Cleveland, has agreed to continue the column. In fact, 
Dennis is in discussion with the paper’s Managing Editor 
to double the column’s frequency. Good luck, Dennis, and 
thanks Jack for your many years of service.

For several years Joe Bell and his wife Mary Anne 
have regularly driven more than 150 miles round trip to 
volunteer in our Education Department at the American 
Philatelic Center. Although largely unknown outside of 
the Johnstown (Pennsylvania) Stamp Club of which he 
was a member, Joe and Mary Anne performed dedicated 
and valuable service to the APS. We knew Joe’s health had 
declined, as he had required a wheelchair for his most recent 
visits, but it was still quite a shock to learn of his passing just 
before Christmas. I know many of you also quietly provide 
valuable service to the hobby. Even if not formally noticed, 
please know that your efforts are equally appreciated.
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