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Congratulations 
Volunteers!

Congratulations to the Carter Volunteer Award winners listed in this issue. We 
have a wonderful hobby, which is made even better because of the dedication 
and hard work of many collectors. We are happy to be able to recognize a 

small sampling of volunteers with APS awards. While these individuals don’t perform 
their service with expectation of recognition, we always appreciate nominations for 
individuals to consider for future awards. Forms and eligibility requirements are always 
available on the APS website under the Membership tab. We would be happy to answer 
any questions or provide forms for anyone without Internet access.

*****

While we are blessed with a high membership renewal rate, we still lose about ten 
percent of our members each year. We mourn those individuals who have passed away 
(although we can encourage their heirs to join, especially if the deceased member had 
APS insurance and the heir wants to retain the collection). But we ask members who de-
cide not to renew for the reason behind their decision. Most indicate declining health or 
that they have sold their collection, both very understandable and acceptable reasons 
for putting membership aside. However, recently we have received two other answers 
that I would like to address, the first very briefly, and the second in more depth.

1. The first answer, which was provided in all caps, said: “APS does not need to be 
in the real estate business. This is supposed to be a stamp collectors group.” While 
debating the Board decision to purchase our current property twelve years ago 
would seem to serve little purpose, it is important for members to know that, 
with the occupancy of our tenth tenant in March, all APC facility costs will 
be covered by the rent payments of the tenants. This includes the principal 
and interest on our mortgages as well as utilities, maintenance, and property 
tax! Without the income from tenants we would either have to cut services 
or raise dues.
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2. The second response read: “APS 
has done almost nothing of benefit 
to give collectors information on 
how to protect themselves from al-
tered or fake stamps, the very info 
we need in all areas.” This con-
cern was reinforced by two calls 
from non-members received at about the same time.

One call was from an individual who assumed that we 
policed every philatelic item offered on eBay. The individual 
pointed out an eBay item that I agree appeared to be misde-

scribed; however, he expected that I could hit 
a couple keys and take down the listing while 
on the phone. I explained that we can’t possi-
bly police every item on eBay and, unless the 
seller is an APS member, we can’t do anything 
other than report the problem to eBay. I also 
informed the individual that even if the seller 
were an APS member they should contact the 
seller before filing a complaint with us. And if 
they want added protection they could limit 
their buying to APS members and venues such 
as our StampStore instead of eBay.

The second call was from 
someone who knew nothing 
about stamps and had paid a few 
thousand dollars for a set of the 
one- to ten-cent U.S. Columbi-
ans with a claimed guaranteed 
annual return on his invest-
ment of 50 percent. He thought 
the APS should have stopped 
this firm from selling him the 
stamps. If the buyer had sim-
ply entered the firm’s name in a 
search on the Internet he would 
have found many warnings, a 
reminder that new buyers must 

be proactive in this electronic world.
The two phone calls are extreme cases, and my mention 

of them is not meant to dismiss the member’s complaint that 
we don’t help protect collectors from altered or fake stamps. 
I suspect the member’s complaint referred mainly to the lack 
of recent articles on the subject in The American Philatelist. 
We depend on member submissions for all of our articles, 
and welcome research pieces on all things philatelic. How-
ever, stamp collecting is a large universe and not every spe-
cialist chooses to write for publications outside his or her 
own field. This means that collectors must consider a variety 
of opportunities for educating themselves.

Education: For example, the APS has consistently of-
fered courses to help individuals detect altered or forged 
stamps. Almost every year one of our Summer Seminar 
courses includes an in-depth presentation on fake and al-
tered stamps. Other courses, such as Stamp Technology and 
the Marketplace, also explore altered and fake stamps. Many 
of our “On the Road” courses, which are offered at various 
major stamp shows around the country, also help collectors 
with the detection of fakes and altered stamps, although 
the presentation may focus on a specific series such as the 
Washington Franklins or grilled stamps.

Our Expertizing Service is the ultimate aid to help mem-

APs reference collection. 

Wayne Youngblood sharing his expertise during the summer 
seminar.
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bers detect altered or forged stamps. And, while we can not 
always offer conclusive opinions based on scans, our Quick 
ID service should at least be able to warn you when an item 
you are considering should have a certificate of genuineness. 
In association with our Expertizing Service, we maintain ref-
erence collections of both genuine and fake stamps that may 
be viewed by any member who visits the American Philatelic 
Center. A portion of the Reference Collection is featured in 
each of our monthly e-newsletters, and in the December e-
newsletter we began a “Genuine or Forged?” feature as well.

If Expertizing is the ultimate aid, our Library would be 
second in line with numerous books and articles available 
to help members determine if a stamp is genuine. In many 
cases, you could contact us one day and have a scan of a page 
or article to help you by the next day. From time to time, the 
APS has published books such as the Serrane Guide and also 
offers digital publications such as The Plates of the Stamps of 
Japan 1871–6 to help with identification issues.

In addition, beginning collectors may benefit from our 
Mentor Service.

Protection: The APS does a fair amount to help protect 
our members build their collections. To begin with, there 
is the assurance provided in buying and selling with fellow 

APS members. Yes, we occasionally (in fact, rarely) get a 
bad apple, but when it is warranted  we will take legal action 
against APS members. Going a step further, the screening 
process to become an APS dealer member is challenging, 
requiring a minimum time already in business as a dealer, 
references, and a resale license.

David eeles tackles a research project in the APrl.
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Finally, in the past we have even gone to the extreme of 
buying a forger out of his creations and tools! Is this enough, 
or as much as APS should do? I am not sure, and I would 
welcome your thoughts including suggestions for what else 
we could be doing.

*****
Have you read a new book, or re-read an old favorite, 

that you would like to share with members? We would like 
to hear from any members interested in writing an occa-
sional book review for the Philatelic Literature Review, the 
quarterly publication of our Library that is available by sub-
scription. There is no minimum length, just your thought-
ful appraisal of something you consider to be a worthwhile 
philatelic publication.

*****
Thanks are due to Hugh Merritt and the American Hel-

vetia Philatelic Society who each raised $5,000 for the Li-
brary to name our collection of Russian and Swiss materials. 
Thanks also to Steve Pacetti who donated a video camera so 
we are no longer limited to taping a single seminar at a time 
at our shows. Watch our e-newsletter and website for infor-

mation on viewing select seminars that were held at Ameri-
Stamp Expo in Louisville.

Another location the video camera will be used our an-
nual Summer Seminar at the American Philatelic Center. 
Registration has opened for the 34th edition of this popular 
week, scheduled for June 16–21, 2013. For the first time in 
several years we were able to offer a scholarship for a youth 
to attend this event in 2012. We hope to offer one or more 
again this year, but funds are tight. Donations designated for 
this purpose would be gratefully received.

One final item on the giving front. About two hundred 
members helped the Society last year by donating through 
Centre Gives, a program that provides matching funds for 
gifts during a 36-hour period to IRS-recognized nonprofits 
in Centre County, Pennsylvania, where the APC is located. 
A similar event is scheduled for 2013 and will take place 
from 6 a.m. on Wednesday, May 22 to 6 p.m. on Thursday, 
May 23. Full details will be provided in the future.

*****

Thanks for renewing your membership and have a great 
year!

Learn More, Do More, Enjoy More with America’s Stamp Club!


