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APRL Goes from 
Strength to Strength
On December 1st we welcomed Neil Coker to the Library staff; he  

 replaces Ellen Peachey who retired at the end of August. Prior to coming 
to Bellefonte, Neil lived in St. Louis and worked for Regency-Superior 

as an auction manager and lot describer. In addition to his philatelic knowledge, 
Neil has a degree in geography and Soviet studies.

After about nine months we are delighted to have all four library positions 
once again filled and active. Special thanks to Roseann Staie and Betsy Gamble 

for their extra efforts as we filled the Librarian and Reference 
Assistant positions. They (and Ellen Peachey and new 

Librarian Tara Murray) worked diligently to handle re-
quests, while at the same time processing major dona-
tions from the estates of Bill Bauer and William Welch 
and consolidating materials in the Library Annex to al-

low for construction of a new hallway and stairwell as 
part of the remodeling for our new tenant. 
We also thank Robbin Zirkle, a student at Indiana Uni-

versity of Pennsylvania, who provided volunteer help over the summer. We are 
pleased that Robbin plans to return next summer as an intern (for which she will 
receive college credit).

In addition we are delighted to have received 
another major gift of literature. The Dean of Chica-
goland philately, 63-year APS member and past Li-
brary president Bud Hennig, has begun downsizing. 
Immediately prior to Chicagopex I tested the limits 
of the APS van and picked up about seventy boxes of 
literature to transport back to the American Phila-
telic Center. The great assortment of volumes will fill 
many holes in our collection. Another major collec-
tion could also be on its way to the APRL, as we are in 
discussion with the American Revenue Association to 
host its Library holdings.

Librarian Tara Murray has met with Penn State 
University Libraries staff as we take our first steps to 
digitize some out of copyright items that are too frag-
ile or rare for us to loan through the mail. The major-
ity of items that the Library is able to loan through the 
mail now can be returned by Delivery Confirmation 
rather than Signature Confirmation. Initially piloted 
by our Circuit Sales department, this change saves 
members postage.

Congratulations to the Rocky Mountain Phila-
APs member David eeles makes the trek from Ohio several times a year, 
including the summer seminar, to do his research.
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telic Library, which celebrated the 
one-year anniversary of its purchase 
of an adjacent building for expansion 
on December 4. The new space has 
enabled the RMPL to make its collec-
tion of around 10,000 books and 1,100 
periodical titles much more accessible. 
The RMPL also has initiated an adult 
education program in affiliation with 
Denver University titled “World Histo-
ry Through Stamps.” This is an 8-week 
program presented by RMPL mem-
bers that began in September 2010 and 
is being repeated for the 2011 Winter 
and Spring semesters.

We also are pleased to announce 
that the Harry Sutherland Philatelic 
Library at the Vincent Graves Greene 
Foundation in Canada and the West-
ern Philatelic Library in Sunnyvale, 
California have agreed to participate 
in our online Union Catalogue. Soon, 
possibly by the time this reaches you, 
you will be able to check their holdings 
as well as those of the APRL, RMPL, 
Collectors Club of New York, and the 
Postal History Foundation in Tucson 
— all from the APS/APRL website.

Philately is blessed with a tremen-
dous amount of literature and our Li-
brary is a wonderful resource for the 
members and the staff that we too of-
ten take for granted. Members inter-
ested in philatelic literature may wish 
to consider subscribing to our quarter-
ly Philatelic Literature Review. And for 
the latest information on matters relat-
ing to philatelic libraries check out our 
Library blog begun by Librarian Tara 
Murray and accessible at http://blog.
stamplibrary.org/

Member News and Views
We appreciate all of your efforts 

to promote stamp collecting. Member 
Terry Dempsey of Georgia recently 
shared the following:

My wife and I recently sent 
several Christmas care boxes to 
members of a cavalry troop in 
Iraq. The USPS flat rate boxes were 
crammed with the usual array of 
suggested items for our guys. At 
the last minute I had a brain-wave 
and inserted a small starter packet 
of about 75 US stamps along with 

a note asking the trooper to pass 
them along to Iraqi children. 

This tiny effort may not bring 
any new members to the APS, but 
it just might start a little kid a long 
way from here on a lifelong journey 
experiencing the joy of collecting 
stamps. Come to think of it, this 
is pretty close to how I got started 
about fifty years ago! And at the 
very least, maybe just a little bit of 
goodwill can be spread around.

We are surrounded by all kinds 
of ways to spread around those 
small stamp-collecting seeds. We 
just need to pick them up and toss 
to the wind.

Past APS Secretary Lloyd deVries 
is another member who works con-
stantly to promote the hobby. He re-
cently reported:

I interviewed Steve Rod at 
the ASDA show, and used part of 
the interview for my CBS Radio 
News feature the weekend of 
November 20–21st. The Virtual 
Stamp Club version is available at 
http://www.virtualstampclub.com/
radiostuff/101119.html

There was enough material 
there for another piece in the 
future, plus I pulled a 58-second 
soundbite of Steve on the services 
the APS offers. It’s on the VSC main 
page as a stand-alone “podcast.” 
The following week’s piece 
(Thanksgiving weekend) suggests 
making a donation to philatelic 
societies as gifts for stamp collectors. 
APS is top of the list. That would be 
http://www.virtualstampclub.com/
radiostuff/101126.html

Thanks, Lloyd!

Finally, a recent report from Ron 
and Suzanne Yankowski. Having 
moved to Costa Rica, they miss go-
ing to stamp shows and attending club 
meetings. So, they try to make up for 
this when they take a vacation!

For their latest vacation to New 
Mexico and Texas they incorporated 
visits to the Albuquerque Philatelic 
Society, the Santa Fe Stamp Club, and 
a stamp bourse in San Antonio. Ron 
contacted both clubs in advance offer-
ing to speak about Stamp Collecting 

in Costa Rica — a presentation previ-
ously given to the Clearwater (Flori-
da) Stamp Club and on the APS 2010 
Stamp Cruise.

Ron’s talk includes free Costa Ri-
can postal service postal cards, a door 
prize, and a map of the country. He 
touches on all aspects of collecting in 
Costa Rica — from its history, types 
and uses of postage stamps, to the lack 
of addresses for delivery.

The Santa Fe Stamp Club is one of 
three APS chapters that will reach fifty 
years of APS membership in 2011. The 
other two are the Athens (Georgia) 
Philatelic Society and the Birming-
ham (Alabama) Philatelic Society. 
We also have three chapters that reach 
seventy-five years of membership dur-
ing 2011. Congratulations to the Balti-
more Philatelic Society, the Fort Or-
ange Stamp Club (Albany, New York), 
and the Wichita Stamp Club.

The Westfield, New Jersey Stamp 
Club also celebrates fifty years as an 
organization this year (but does not 
reach fifty years as an APS chapter un-
til 2013). In honor of their fiftieth an-
niversary they recently sent a $500 gift 
to the APS. Thank you very much!

Another thank you goes to Doug 
Drumheller. I think I first met Doug 
as a volunteer at our 2009 StampShow 
in Pittsburgh. Since then he has been 
helping our Education Department 
convert some of our slide shows to 
DVDs and has also recently volun-
teered to serve on our Technology 
Committee, chaired by Clark Frazier. 
At his own expense Doug spent the 
entire first week of December at the 
APC. Clark is another valuable volun-
teer. He has assisted with past Summer 
Seminars and served as the instructor 
for the Philatelic Marketplace course 
offered immediately preceding Ses-
cal in October. This course, which 
received rave reviews, will be offered 
again prior to the St. Louis Stamp Expo 
March 16–17. A discount is offered for 
members who register by February 23. 
It also may still be possible to sign up 
for our “Basic Stamp Collecting” on-
line course taught by Ada Prill, which 
begins February 21.
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Thanks as well to California mem-
bers Dale and Edie Eggen. They co-
ordinate meetings and societies for 
Westpex, the annual World Series of 
Philately Show in San Francisco (April 
29–May 1 in 2011). They offered to staff 
a table for the APS at the San Jose Fila-
telic Fiesta show this past November. 
Dale and Edie report enjoying meet-
ing a number of members and telling 
others about the APS. We can’t afford 
to send staff to every stamp show and 
welcome hearing from members who 
would be willing to help represent the 
APS at shows.

As I write this, a number of holiday 
greetings are arriving from members. 
Thank you all. One came from Bar-
bara Harrison, who unfortunately re-
ports a series of eye problems that has 
kept her from traveling and exhibit-
ing. Some know Barbara as the [past] 
newsletter editor for the Women Ex-
hibitors. I think of Barbara as a pioneer 
of postcard exhibiting who branched 
out to display and single frame exhib-

iting and has been a fixture at our win-
ter AmeriStamp Expo shows. She will 
be missed by many at our Charleston, 
South Carolina show. We hope your 
vision problems are solved and you 
are able to attend our Atlanta AmeriS-
tamp Expo in 2012.

Congratulations to our Expertiz-
ing Director Mercer Bristow, who has 
been asked to serve on the FIAF Fakes 
and Forgeries Commission. FIAF is 
the international philatelic body for 
North and South America that is cur-
rently led by Jim Mazepa, the first APS 
representative to be elected President 
of the organization. What a great hon-
or for our Expertizing Service.

Election
The election candidate mailing will 

go out to chapters in January. Chapters 
play a key role in providing the nomi-
nations and seconds that candidates 
are required to have, in order to ap-
pear on the election ballot. The ballot 
will be included in the May issue of 

The American Philatelist. If you are a 
member of a chapter, we hope you will 
encourage your club to participate.

Donors Thanked 
The April American Philatelist 

serves as our annual donor recogni-
tion issue, but an early thanks to all 
of you who became contributing or 
supporting members or who sent end-
of-the-year cash or in-kind donations. 
Your support is truly appreciated!

AmeriStamp Expo
Our February 11–13 Charleston, 

South Carolina AmeriStamp Expo 
should be one of the premier philatelic 
events of the year. Seventy-five dealers 
are signed up and there will be nearly 
150 exhibits on display. We will have 
U.S. first day ceremonies on each of 
the first two days of the show as well as 
many other events, including an APS 
General Meeting and Town Meeting. 
Most of our Board and several of our 
staff will be present. We hope to see 
you there!


