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Holiday Joy
Thanks to the many members who sent holiday greetings. We always 

appreciate hearing from you. Cards from Ken Lawrence and Ellen 
Peachey and from Jay and Jess Bigalke especially attracted my attention 

because of their clever incorporation of stamps and postal history. They are 
not only skilled writers but also great promoters of the hobby.

Weather also brought an early holiday gift. American First Day Cover Soci-
ety President Chris Lazaroff chose the Saturday the East Coast got hammered 
with as much as two feet of snow to drive from his Michigan home to Mary-
land for the holidays. After speaking with his wife while still in Ohio, he real-
ized he would not be able to make it all the way home and would have to stop 
overnight. Forecasts called for the western edge of the storm to reach central 

Pennsylvania, so he called Jay Bigalke and asked him to e-mail me.
Several hours and a few cell phone calls later I was happy to greet Chris at the American Philatelic 

Center. After a brief tour of the APC, I enjoyed dinner with Chris. We have had members cite weather as 
a reason for keeping them away, but this is the first example I can recall of weather resulting in a visit! We 
were also delighted with an impressive stream of visitors up to the minute we closed on Christmas Eve.

Another early present arrived the Monday before Christmas — Dick Winter’s second volume of Under-
standing Transatlantic Mail. All 1,200 copies of the first volume, issued in 2006, quickly sold out. Thanks 
to Judy Johnson, her fellow member Administration staff (and her sister, whom she recruited to help), 399 
copies of the second volume were in the mail two days after their receipt. Despite an additional 100 pages 
in the new book we were able to maintain the same member pricing of $76 for the hardbound Volume 2 as 
we offered for Volume 1. Literature dealers are now selling volume 1 for as much as $145. Needless to say, 
we expect another sellout.

Kudos also to the U.S. Postal Service, as we received reports of books sent by Media Mail arriving within 
two days of shipment even during Christmas week!

*****
December was also busy for our Editorial staff as they worked not only to complete the fourth quarter 

Philatelic Literature Review and January American Philatelist but also to make them available to the entire 
membership in digital format. Both publications continue to be provided and mailed in their traditional 
formats, but we hope the digital version will somewhat allay delivery concerns for overseas members as 
well as domestic members when the Postal Service does not do quite as well as they have done with the 
Winter books.

Due to significant variance in members’ connections to the Internet we have provided The American 
Philatelist in three different digital formats. These include a format similar to many other online publica-
tions as well as both high- and low-resolution Adobe Acrobat (pdf) files. We recommend that members 
download the latest version of the free Adobe Reader. While we think the new online versions should be 
fairly intuitive for individuals with experience reading online publications, a user guide has been created for 
both formats. Note also that both formats include more than 500 links. For example, you can click on many 
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ads and go directly to the advertiser’s website. Please try 
them out and let us know what you think. When feasible, 
we will try to use your suggestions to improve the digital 
versions of these publications.

Another holiday project of the Editorial and Educa-
tion departments was the latest two sets of APS album 
pages. As holiday treats were being eaten, they worked to 
finish up free downloadable album pages for 2009 Unit-
ed States Stamps and California on Stamps. These new 
offerings for 2010 represent our 22nd and 23rd sets of 
Album Pages made available since former staff member 
Fred Baumann created the first set for North Carolina on 
Stamps to promote our 2008 AmeriStamp Expo show in 
Charlotte. In that short time we have had at least 20,000 
clicks on these pages. The Santa album pages, which were 
the most recent as of this writing, have already received 
praise on Facebook and the Virtual Stamp Club.

A few members with dial-up connections have asked 
that we make the album pages available on a CD. We are 
happy to report that we have reached agreement with 
Scott Publishing (as most of the pages are licensed to in-
clude Scott numbers) and by the time you read this we 
hope to be able to offer all twenty-four sets of album pages 
(our twenty-three plus a Swiss Sampler set produced by 
the American Helvetia Philatelic Society) on a single CD. 
Check out our website or the February e-bulletin for or-
dering details.

We have received many suggestions for additional 
albums. We appreciate the ideas and hope eventually 
to cover many of your suggestions. However, research-
ing and creating the album pages requires a significant 
amount of staff time; thus, suggested topics that include a 
list of appropriate stamps and other background informa-
tion are likely to receive priority. Also, thanks to Mystic 
Stamp Company for their financial support, which has 
helped make the pages available.

For Wendy Masorti and members of a num-
ber of other departments a significant focus of the 
holiday season has been on the creation of our 
revamped website. This has taken longer than we 
hoped or planned, but we should be testing and 
refining the site by the time you read this. We hope 
that the new site will be up, even if it does not ini-
tially include every feature, by the time you receive 
your March issue.

Finally, our Accounting Department has spent 
the holidays trying to keep up with the processing 
of your 2010 dues payments and contributions. 
Thank you very much for renewing and extra 
thanks to those who also provided cash contribu-
tions (they will be formally thanked in the April 
recognition issue). Despite some heart-wrenching 

communications from members who have been affected 
by the economy and can’t afford to renew for 2010, overall 
renewals are on pace with last year.

*****
Occasionally we hear from a member who indicates 

that working for us would be their dream job. While we 
don’t have any current staff openings, our first annual 
Volunteer Work Week, scheduled for July 26–30, 2010, 
provides such an opportunity, if only for a week. Please 
see the details on page 154 and let us know if you plan to 
attend.

In December we issued a call for community volun-
teers to help us make up boxes of stamps to make avail-
able to All*Star Stamp Club leaders, teachers using stamps 
in their classrooms, and other organizations helping chil-
dren enjoy the hobby, and fourteen Retired Senior Volun-
teer Program participants stepped forward. The APS and 
APRL will be even stronger if we get a similar response 
from our own membership for the Volunteer Work Week.

*****
2010 marks the tenth anniversary of our Internet 

Stamp Store. In nearly ten years, members have purchased 
about a million items from other members providing (af-
ter our fees) close to $10 million to the selling members. 
With more than 300,000 items posted at www.stampstore.
org, nearly every member should be able to find some-
thing of interest.

For the first time this year’s Summer Seminar will offer 
two-day “mini-majors,” in addition to the normal week-
long “majors.” These courses have been designed for at-
tendees who can’t devote an entire week to spend at the 
Seminar or would prefer more free time to utilize our Li-
brary, Reference Collection, Sales Division, and other re-
sources than participation in the regular four-day courses 
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allow. 2010 also is the tenth anniversary of our offering 
online educational courses. More for information on APS 
education opportunities, visit www.stamps.org/Seminars-
and-Workshops. See you in class soon!

*****
When Dmytro Bykovetz passed away several years ago 

we were very concerned about the future of the Transla-
tion Service. We were very fortunate when Bobby Liao 
volunteered to chair the Committee. While the number 
of requests received fell slightly in 2009 (possibly because 
of greater Internet translation resources), the 55-member 
Committee still translated sixty-eight items (about 32,000 
words) in sixteen of the thirty-seven languages they cover. 
And the vast majority of these translations were free.

*****
This is our AmeriStamp Expo show issue. Several 

board members and a half dozen staff will be present at 

the Riverside, California show and hope to 
have the opportunity to meet many of you. 
I and most of the Board also plan to be at 
the Garfield Perry show in Cleveland, Ohio, 
March 19–21.

And it is not too early to plan to attend 
our August StampShow in Richmond, Vir-
ginia, August 12–15. We are looking forward 
to the largest philatelic event of the year where 
we will welcome the Confederate Stamp Alli-
ance as one of many Societies meeting at the 
show with us. The exhibit entry form is avail-
able and frames are likely to sell out within a 
couple of months.

*****
For the second month in a row I’ll end the 

column with Past APS President Bill Bauer. 
He unexpectedly passed away as we were go-
ing to print last month. While there is no way 

we can replace what he did for the hobby, his generosity 
continues as he left the APS and APRL the vast majority 
of his assets. It will take some time to settle his estate, in-
cluding selling his collection of Colorado Postal History, 
but eventually we expect to receive well over $500,000.

I had the pleasure of seeing Bill at three different 
events all within three months of his death. He had more 
energy than most of us and looked fitter and healthier as 
well. Despite that, he had kept an up-to-date will and had 
us sign updated documents prior to his death during the 
Classics Show at the American Philatelic Center.

We hope that all of you are with us for many, many 
more years, but we also hope that you have considered 
plans for your estate in case the unthinkable happens. We 
are aware of nearly fifty other members who have includ-
ed the APS or APRL in their estate plans. If you would like 
to include us, please don’t hesitate to contact me.

Riverside, California, 
Convention Center


