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In last month’s issue Barb Boal said “Thanks for the Memories” in a column that 
included a photo of her with former American Philatelist editor and mentor Bill 
Welch. In this issue I would like to say thanks to Barb for her long and dedicated 

service to the American Philatelic Society. Her thirty-three plus years service is 
not the most among APS employees. We have ten full-time employees, including 
another member of the editorial staff, who have been employed longer. However, few 
employees have been as instrumental in guiding the Society through major changes.  

I first met Barb about a year after she began with the APS. The first mental picture 
I have of her she was pasting up a publication when pasting up meant using hot wax. 
Color was a rarity and terribly costly. E-mail and the web were virtually unknown, and 
personal computers uncommon and very expensive. We have come a long way since 
then, with a full-color publication with a much shorter lead time that is available to 
viewed online along with expanded “bonus” content. Thank you 
Barb for shepherding us through the process and establishing the 
foundation for further advances, many of which are already in 
the works.

Welcome, Jay
With this column I am pleased to include a photo of Barb with 

her successor Jay Bigalke. I’m not certain, but I probably first 
“met” Jay online where he reported on the United States Postal 
Service and helped finance his college education by designing 
and selling cachets and first day covers. After graduation Jay took 
a job with Linn’s Stamp News.  His focus at Linn’s was reporting on 
United States stamps and digital media. If, over the past ten years, 
you have attended a U.S. first day ceremony there is a good chance 
you have met Jay. He has attended 217 U.S. first day ceremonies 
and expects to have added two more, for the Wilt Chamberlain commemorative and 
Circus souvenir sheet, prior to the printing of this issue. Welcome aboard, Jay.

U.S. New Issues
One of the most popular pages on our website is the 

listing of information on new U.S. issues as stamps.org/
US-New-Issues. By the time you read this we should have 
nearly complete information, including Scott Catalogue 
numbers for the 2014 issues and a preliminary calendar for 
2015. Following last month’s issue we also compiled all the 
new issue information printed in The American Philatelist 
during 2014 into a single file that includes all the technical 
information on each issue provided by the Postal Service. 
This file is also linked from our new issue page.

Thirty-three 
Years of Service

Barb Boal and Jay Bigalke.
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Among the 2015 new issues are the Vintage Rose 
and Tulip wedding stamps to be issued at our Riverside, 
California AmeriStamp Expo on February 14. The 
Riverside Convention Center has been renovated since 
our last show there and the dealer bourse is full with 
a waiting list. We will be sending a post card out to 
about three quarters of a million households in the area 
promoting the show and will have a coupon book for all 
member attendees at the show. The show will also be a 
great opportunity to meet our new editor. Our special 
hotel rates expire in mid-January so don’t delay in making 
your plans to attend.

Another new issue for 2015 will be a stamp to promote 
World Stamp Show New York 2016. This will be issued at 
this year’s APS StampShow, to be held August 20–23 in 
Grand Rapids, Michigan.

StampsTeach Plus
In each of my last two columns I have mentioned our 

Stamps Teach Plus program, which provides lesson plans 
and materials for teachers and students in grades three to 
five. I’m pleased to report that more than 2,000 teachers 
are now participating in the program. This more than 
doubles our goal of having 1,000 teachers this year.

On a short-term basis we have hired three part-
time employees to help fulfill 250 kits for teachers each 
week. Many of you have generously provided materials 
to help us with the project; however, we will likely have 
to suspend adding additional teachers by early 2015 as 
funds for the program will be nearly exhausted. We hired 
a grant writer nearly a year ago and are actively searching 
for sources to help us continue and expand this popular 
program.

Volunteers
Through the first ten months of 2014 volunteers working 

at our facility in Bellefonte, Pennsylvania have provided 
14,000 hours of service! We use many distant volunteers as 
well, although we are not as good at tracking their hours. I 
would like to begin highlighting tasks for which we could 
use volunteers who could work from home.

First, the Board has recently approved an ePAM 
pilot program. ePAM stands for eBay Pathway to 
APS membership. The idea is to sell material on eBay 
specifically to obtain contact information for non-APS 
members and to share with these buyers the many ways 
in which APS membership could benefit them. APS will 
provide the material to sell, but we need one or more 
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individuals willing to list and ship the material to buyers.
One side effect of the great success of StampsTeach 

is that Gretchen Moody, our Education Director, has 
had less time to focus on the conversion of select slide 
programs to DVDs. In fact, just recently we got an 
inquiry as to when we would have more converted, from 
a chapter that has used every one of our DVDs for their 
club programs. A volunteer is needed to help Gretchen 
finish programs that are ready to be converted.

Another project is scanning back issues of The 
American Philatelist. Very shortly we hope to have software 
available that will allow APS members (logged into our 
site) to search and view past issues of the AP. We already 
have some volunteers hard at work (it’s been in print for 
129 years!), but could use additional individuals with a 
scanner and appropriate software. If you are interested in 
any of these opportunities or other volunteer possibilities 
please contact either me or Gretchen Moody, gretchen@
stamps.org.

Donors & Donations
Each year the April issue of our magazine serves as 

the formal donor recognition issue, but I am pleased to 
report that, with about a month left in the year, the APS 

and APRL have already surpassed $2 million in cash gifts 
for 2014. In the past couple days one member suggested 
that we encourage members to use Amazon Smile, for 
which the APS gets 0.5% of every purchase, and another 
encouraged us to promote employer matching programs. 
We also had two new members sign up as Vooys Fellows 
and received a pledge of $1,000 from the Rocky Mountain 
Philatelic Library toward the union catalog of philatelic 
libraries.

WIP Intl. Inc. • P.O. Box 266677 • Weston, FL 33326
Toll Free: 877-663-8364 • E-mail: wipstamps@aol.com

Website: www.wipstamps.com

ASDA • APS • PTS • RPSC

WIP Inc.
international

Quality Gems of British 
North America

#7272:   CANADA: Sc.#1  O  3d. Orange 
Vermilion, SPECTACULAR folded letter 
with vertical pair on LAID PAPER with 
HUGE margins, tied by 7 ring cancels 
addressed to Detroit, Mich. and “Canada 
PAID 10” straight line in red. Backstamped 
Chatham and Windsor. STUNNING, 
Extremely RARE quality GEM, thought to 
be amongst the FINEST existing multiples 
on cover. Ex. Lichtenstein with two 
certi� cates. .............................................$4,400.
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Librarians Tara Murray and Betsy Gamble made 
two trips to North Carolina bringing back about 280 
boxes of philatelic literature (shown above) from the 
Edenbridge philatelic literature collection, almost all of 
which we needed to fill holes in the APRL collection. 
Left behind were 400 additional boxes of material we did 
not need. I was also delighted to transport a van full of 
donations of literature and material for Stamps Teach 
from Chicagopex. Thanks to everyone who has been so 
generous with money, ideas, and material.

Stamp Club News
Thanks to Jim Garard of the Venice (Florida) Stamp 

Club. The latest issue of their publication includes a front-
page article titled “Why APS Membership is Important.” 
Even though their club already has 51 members, they are 
looking at recruiting more. Kudos as well to the Venice 
Club president and editor John and Dawn Hamman. 
They have both worked hard to improve their club and 
help organized philately as well. We enjoyed a visit from 
them last summer. Dawn also is a strong advocate for the 
American Topical Association.

Bill Salisbury
On a sad note, we just recently learned of the passing 

of Bill Salisbury who has come to all five of our volunteer 
work weeks, usually bringing his wife, daughter, and a 
friend to help. We will miss his friendship.

Fraud Alert
Finally, a warning. In November we sent out a fraud 

alert, as we had heard from several individuals who 
had been contacted about selling their collections. The 
buyer said they were interested in the collection but that 
the seller would need to provide a cash deposit (which 
was then stolen) as basis for help in selling a collection. 
Members should be on guard against any such offer. 
There is no circumstance in which a cash deposit for 
being bonded should be required to sell your collection. 
Initially, the scammers claimed to be past APS president 
John Hotchner. More recently, they have claimed to be 
APS staff. In many instances they also use high-pressure 
tactics indicating that the money must be transferred 
within a few hours or the offer will be void.

If you receive any similar calls please keep as many 
details as possible and call us immediately at 814-933-
3803 to report the information to our Complaint Manager, 
Wendy Masorti.

Best wishes for a happy, healthy and philatelically 
fulfilling 2015!

PO Box 1458 • McMurray, PA 15317
773–914–4332 

www.douglasweisz.com
E–Mail: weiszcovers@yahoo.com

More to be announced, schedule subject to change. Please come out 
and support these shows. You can make a di� erence, these shows 
can all be what you want them to be with increased attendance and 
of course, your collecting dollars! Join your local club and help run 
and promote them. They are worth our time and e� orts.

Visit us at APS

AMERISTAMP EXPO! 

Booth 312

• Postal History
        • Quality First Day Covers
               • Postal Stationery
                      • WWII Patriotics
                            • Inaugurals
                                   • Flights

Stamp Show Schedule 2015
Jan. 30–Feb. 1 Southeastern Stamp Expo, Norcross, GA

Feb. 6–9 Sarasota Nationall Stamp Exhibition, Sarasota, FL 

Feb. 13–15 APS AMERISTAMP EXPO, Riverside, CA 

Feb. 20–22 ARIPEX Stamp Show, Mesa, AZ 

Feb. 27–Mar. 1 TEXPEX, Grapevine, TX 

Mar. 7–8 SPRINGPEX Stamp Show, Spring� eld, VA 

Mar. 19–21 Gar� eld Perry, Cleveland, OH 

Apr. 25–26 Plymouth Stamp Show, Westland, MI 

May 1–3 Philatelic Show, Boxborough, MA 

May 15–17 ROPEX Stamp Show, Canandaigua, NY 

May 29–31 NOJEX, Secaucus, NJ 

June 5–7 NAPEX, Tysons Corner, VA 

June 12–14 COLOPEX, Columbus Philatelic Club Columbus, OH 

July 25–26 Northeast Postal History & Ephemera Show, Albany, NY 

Aug. 20–23 APS STAMPSHOW, Grand Rapids, MI 

Sept. 4–6 BALPEX Baltimore Philatelic Society, Hunt Valley, MD 

Sept. 12–13 Kansas City NSDA Stamp Show, Gladstone, MO 

Sept. 18–21 Greater Houston Stamp Show, Humble, Texas 

Oct. 2–4 INDYPEX Stamp Collectors Show, Indianapolis, IN 

Oct. 24–25 CUY–LORPEX, Rocky River, OH 

Oct. 31–Nov 1 AAPEX Stamp Show, Ann Arbor, MI 

Nov. 21–23 CHICAGOPEX Chicago Philatelic Society Itasca, IL 

Dec. 5–7 FLOREX, Orlando, FL 




