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Happy New Year!
All of us here at the American Philatelic Society hope you have a healthy, 

prosperous, and happy year to come!

Album Pages
The new year starts off with our latest set of free downloadable album pages: United States postage 

stamps issued during 2011. Nearly every month for more than three years now we have produced a new 
set of downloadable album pages; the 2011 U.S. album makes the forty-fourth set. About 40 percent of 
the pages have focused on U.S. stamps related to a specific state and roughly another 40 
percent have focused on popular topics. Thus far, only one of the albums has focused on 
stamps outside the United States. The American Helvetia Philatelic Society produced a 
Swiss sampler album, which they have kindly allowed us to make available. Many mem-
bers have reported that these “mini-albums” have proved a great way to expose both 
youth and adults to our hobby.

Producing each set of album pages — which also include background and historical 
information on each stamp included — takes 80 or more hours, so we are very grateful 
for volunteers to help identify and or research suitable stamps. Many thanks to Ed Jack-
son who provided help for the December 2011 album pages for Georgia. Special thanks 
also go to Mystic Stamp Company which, for each of the past two years, has provided 
$10,000 in financial support for the album pages (at the same time they were fulfilling a 
multi-year $200,000 pledge for the American Philatelic Center Sundman Hall). Mystic 
has other commitments for 2012, so full or partial sponsorship of these pages is available 
for the current year, and I would welcome contact by any interested parties.

New Website
One of many changes on our new and improved website, which went live on November 29, is a 

simplified search function for our online union library catalogue. We are delighted to add the Royal 
Philatelic Society of London to the libraries participating in the Union Catalogue and we will begin 
adding their records soon. If you have trouble using the online search, click on the link in the sidebar 
for the search tips. The Library is listed under the Services tab on the new website.

A few other notes on our new website.  The URL (address) of the home page remains the same at 
www.stamps.org. However, the address for most other pages has changed, so you will likely need to 
reset your bookmarks. If you use an old bookmark you will get a “Page Not Found,” but you will have 
the ability to navigate from this error message to the site.

Second, everyone is required to set up a new site user ac-
count — even if you had one in the old system. When you go 
to the home page, choose “sign-up” in the glassine at the upper 
right. If your previous password was at least six characters (in-
cluding a letter and a number) you should be able to continue to 
use it, but you still need to establish a new account.

You need to use the same e-mail you have provided us in 
order to be recognized as a member, to have access to MyAPS, 
including the digital version of the AP (now available from 2008 
to present), to purchase from StampStore, and to receive other 
member discounts. If you set up an account and the system does 
not recognize you as a member, please contact us. It means that 
we either do not have your e-mail address or that we have a 
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different one. Once our records are updated the website will 
recognize you as a member.

By signing in and clicking on MyAPS you can find out 
your APS number, when you joined, and through what date 
your dues are paid. You may also make changes to your con-
tact information and collecting interests. Please note, how-
ever, that requested changes to your contact information and 
collecting interests will not appear on the site until verified 
by our staff and entered into our member database. At busy 
times, the changes may not appear for a few days.

Finally, I encourage you to check out the new search 
interface for our online StampStore (choose Shop then 
StampStore). You can now search on up to twelve fields or 
any combination of these fields. For example, you could 
now limit your search to post-1940 Albanian air mail cov-
ers priced at between $5 and $10. This should help potential 
buyers quickly narrow down the nearly 300,000 available 
items to those of most interest.

Membership Application
You may have noted the membership application on the 

back of the December issue of The American Philatelist. At 
one point the back wrapper of nearly every issue carried a 
member application, but results declined and the potential 
revenue from outside advertisers was appealing enough 
that we stopped running the member application on a regu-
lar basis. However, we know that the magazine is taken to 
stamp club meetings, given to libraries, and left in doctors’/
dentists’ offices, etc., and the hope is that we may recruit new 
members through easy access to an APS application. We 
also hope that providing an application on the back cover 
will make it easier for current members to encourage non-
members to join. The application will not appear on the back 
of every issue but we do plan to run it about once a quarter.

Creative Contacts
Do you sell on eBay or corre-

spond with other collectors? We 
are happy to provide business re-
ply cards you can include in mail-
ings, or send us an individual’s 
contact information and we will 
mail them an invitation to join.
Thanks to member Joe Picard who 
routinely forwards information on 
purchasers from his eBay sales for 
us to contact.

Also many thanks to our 
Membership Committee chaired 
by past Vice President Steve Rod, 
which has been contacting new 
APS members and chapter and af-
filiate presidents who are not APS 

members. They hope to increase (already strong) retention 
among newly joined members as well as find additional new 
members. However, the Committee and staff needs the help 
of all the present membership.

The APS is available to assist members who want to go 
even a step further. George Land recently relocated to the 
Santa Rosa, California area and was disappointed that there 
was not a local stamp club. He contacted the APS and we 
provided him (free of charge) with address labels for nearly 
100 collectors in the area. From the nearly 100 letters he sent 
out, thirty people attended an initial exploratory meeting to 
start a club in the area. For many collectors, participation 
in a local club is the first step to becoming an APS member.

Donations
Throughout 2011, in most issues of our monthly e-news-

letter, we tried to update you on what your Mighty Buck do-
nations have allowed us to achieve. A new library scanner, a 
printer, a folder, an automated external defibrillator, and a 
video camera and screen are among the items your Mighty 
Buck gifts allowed us to purchase for the benefit of APS staff 
and our members.

Your other gifts have allowed us to finish making the 
American Philatelic Center weather-tight and to finance 
the fitting out of the latest new tenant space without tak-
ing on any further debt. Most recently, your gifts have al-
lowed for purchase of used high density compact shelving 
at about one-third the cost of what new shelving would cost. 
The April issue of the AP will include a full report on gifts 
received during 2011, but I want to say Thank You now. Un-
less designated otherwise, no gifts are used for general op-
erations, so every dollar received as a donation allows us to 
accomplish more for the membership.

All of the living presidents were in attendance at ChiCagopex 2011. From left: APs President Wade 
saadi, and past presidents Peter mccann, Janet Klug, and John hotchner. not pictured, randy neil.
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Stamp Shows
Congratulations to the Chicago Philatelic Society for a 

fantastic Chicagopex. With the encouragement of member 
Lamar Stout, I drove to the show to help the Chicago Phila-
telic Society celebrate its 125th anniversary and the Ameri-
can Association of Philatelic Exhibitors celebrate its 25th 
anniversary. It is hard to ask much more from a show than 
Chicagopex provided its attendees. Eighty dealers, about 
twenty meetings and seminars, plus nearly 100 philatelic ex-
hibits and a literature exhibition attracted excellent crowds. 
Front-page coverage in the Chicago Tribune was a nice added 
boost for the hobby (and show).

Regency Superior conducted an auction and sponsored 
a Chocolate Fest Dessert Party attended by more than 100 
on Friday night. The show was also the first time in recent 
memory that all living APS presidents were in attendance. 
Unfortunately, Randy Neil is missing from the group photo 
taken after the banquet Saturday evening, which required an 
overflow room.

Chicagopex set a pretty high standard but we will try 
our best to exceed it at our upcoming AmeriStamp Expo 
in Atlanta — a joint effort with the Southeastern Federation 
of Stamp Clubs and their world series show (as well as the 
American Association of Philatelic Exhibitors, which rou-
tinely partners with us for AmeriStamp Expo). Additional 
information on the January 27–29 show can be found in this 
issue. Nearly all of the APS board will be present as well as 
several staff members. We hope you are able to join us for 
this event and share any thoughts and ideas you have on what 
we’re doing right and where we can improve our delivery of 
services to the membership.

Finally, if you have not yet renewed for 2012, please do 
so now. We don’t want this issue to be the last copy of The 
American Philatelist you receive!

As always, please feel free to contact me by regular mail at 
100 Match Factory Place, Bellefonte, PA 16823 or by e-mail at 
kpmartin@stamps.org.

APS Publications Committee

Call for Manuscripts
� e APS Publications Committee is soliciting book and 

monograph proposals. If you have a book idea, or a completed 
manuscript, submit your APS Publications Proposal Form to:

Ken Martin
100 Match Factory Place

Bellefonte, PA 16823
kpmartin@stamps.org

Peter Martin
P.O. Box 6074

Fredericksburg, VA 22403
pmartin2525@yahoo.com

Proposal forms are available by contacting:
APS Publications Committee • 100 Match Factory Place • Bellefonte, PA 16823


