
January 2011 / AmericAn PhilAtelist  69

the pulse

ken 
martin

Happy New Year!
We hope you had a wonderful holiday season and wish you a happy, 

healthy, and prosperous new year. We also hope you have renewed 
your membership for 2011. Reminder: we need to receive your dues 

soon if you wish to receive the February American Philatelist on time. While 
we don’t drop members for nonpayment of dues until April, individuals who 
have not yet renewed will begin to lose access to APS services by the end of this 
month.

This month’s issue is the first issue of The American Philatelist to be printed by 
IPC Print Services in St. Joseph, Michigan. The switch to the new printer brings 
changes and new capabilities to the digital American Philatelist. In the future 
you will be able to search the content of multiple issues of the digital version. In 
addition, will be able to offer new advertising opportunities. Our thanks to APS 
member Steve Heaney for his assistance.

January also brings downloadable stamp album pages for the United States 
stamp issues of 2010. The similar pages for 2008 and 2009 issues have been very 
popular and are still available. In addition to the pages for new U.S. issues, oth-
er album pages have focused on U.S. stamps related to specific states or topics. 
Thanks to the American Helvetia Philatelic Society we also have a downloadable 
Swiss Sampler album. These pages are great ways to get youth and adults inter-
ested in stamp collecting. Although each album is available as a free download 
in pdf format from our website, a CD-ROM containing the more than thirty 
different sets of album pages also is available for $15.

*****

APS Albums
Countries
Swiss Sampler
United States 2008 

Issues
United States 2009 

Issues
United States 2010 

Issues
United States Flags of 

Our Nations I
United States Flags of 

Our Nations II
United States Flags of 

Our Nations III
United States Flags of 

Our Nations IV

States
Alaska
Arizona
Connecticut
Hawaii
Michigan
Missouri
North Carolina
Oregon
Pennsylvania
Rhode Island
South Carolina
Southern California
Texas
Virginia
Cities/Regions
Pittsburgh

Thematic/Topical 
(featuring U.S. stamps 
only)

Baseball
Childhood in America
Chris Calle Designs
Hispanic American 

Heritage
Abraham Lincoln
Santa
Space
United States National 

Parks
Women: The First 50 on 

U.S. Stamps
Women on U.S. Stamps 

1958-2008
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We hope you have visited the APS YouTube channel at 
www.youtube.com/AmericasStampClub. In conjunction with  
the Smithsonian National Postal Museum, the American As-
sociation of Philatelic Exhibitors, and the American Stamp 
Dealers Association, we are pleased to announce a second 
YouTube contest. The contest runs from January 1, 2011 to 
May 31, 2011 with the winners to be announced this August 
at APS StampShow in Columbus, Ohio. Guidelines for the 
contest as well as tips for making a YouTube video are avail-
able on the APS website at www.stamps.org. Prizes totaling 
$500 cash will be offered, with $250 for first place. Help us 
promote the hobby and potentially get an infusion of funds 
to help your philatelic budget.

*****
I visited two DC area chapters in early November. The 

first evening I enjoyed providing an overview of nonde-
nominated philately to the Washington Collectors Club and 
spoke to the Mr. Beasley Stamp Club on my blood donation 
exhibit the following evening. Such visits are a great oppor-
tunity to answer questions about the APS and get your feed-
back. Thanks to May Day Taylor, president of the Mr. Beasley 
Stamp Club and a member of the APS  Finance Committee, 
for coordinating the visits. Between the two club meetings 
she also gave me a tour of her office and showed how she has 
used philatelic items to promote her car business. Thanks 
also to Daniel, Jill, and Penny (Black) Piazza who generously 
provided overnight lodging. Penny, their cat, enjoyed play-
ing with the stamp tie I was wearing.

Daniel, who is employed by the National Postal Muse-
um, also serves as literature exhibit coordinator for Napex, 
the Washington, DC area world series of philately show. On 
their last visit to the American Philatelic Center, Dan and 
Jill noted that Napex was not listed on the plaque of donors 
for the Gordon and Mary Morison pavilion that houses the 
Headsville Post Office. He and Foster Miller did some re-
search and determined that Napex had approved a gift to 
support the Morison Pavilion but then-treasurer and APS 
President Nick Carter was fighting cancer and the gift was 
never made. Dan rectified this by presenting a check for 
$500 from Napex for the Morison Pavilion.

*****
Shortly after the DC presentations, APS staff were de-

lighted to welcome our Blue Grey Chapter and a few days 
later we were glad to host the Bellefonte Chamber of Com-
merce for its annual membership meeting and luncheon. 
Although he was not able to be present, past APS Execu-
tive Director Bob Lamb was honored by the Chamber for his 
dedicated service to the organization with an honorary life 
membership. While Bob was away traveling for most of No-
vember we are pleased to see him about once a week when 
he is not traveling and is in the area.

Fred Baumann is another former employee who con-
tinues to provide valuable volunteer service.  In addition 
to teaching a course at our 2009 summer seminar, Fred has 

been regularly coming in to record scripts for our DVD pro-
grams that are available for purchase by members or chap-
ters. Under the leadership of Education Director Gretchen 
Moody and with the assistance of Doug Drumheller, we are 
selectively converting the slide programs to a DVD format. 
Before Fred began his philatelic journalist career with Linn’s 
Stamp News and Stamp Collector he worked in the radio in-
dustry so he is ideal for the voice-overs.

*****
We hope many of you will be able to join us at our Tif-

fany Fund-Raising Dinner in Charleston, South Carolina at 
this year’s AmeriStamp Expo, which runs February 11–13. 
Our speaker will be APS member and South Carolina State 
Superintendent of Education Mick Zais.

Mick’s stamp collecting gene was activated at age eight 
and has never gone dormant. Beginning with a Minkus 
Comprehensive Worldwide Stamp Album, received as a gift 
from his parents, Mick diligently began filling as many spac-
es as possible up until leaving for college at the United States 
Military Academy. Following his attendance at the 1976 
International Philatelic Exhibition in Philadelphia (Inter-
phil), Mick joined the American Philatelic Society and has 
remained a member ever since.

Following Mick’s retirement from the Army with the 
rank of general, he served as president of Newberry College 
in South Carolina. Despite his busy schedule, Mick has man-
aged to attend APS StampShow each of the last two years.

*****
Collector, judge, and postal historian Bill Schultz contin-

ues his efforts to promote the hobby. In addition to nearly 
completing a book on Pennsylvania Post Offices, Bill will be 
participating in the Osher Lifelong Learning Institute with 
a program on the Wonders of Philately this coming March.

*****
Many thanks to those of you who help out with dona-

tions for the APS archives. At StampShow in Richmond, ex-
hibitor Wes Burnett donated a 1962 convention photo. Oth-
er recent gifts include several covers to and from Bellefonte, 
Pennsylvania. We also appreciate Schuyler Rumsey’s recent 
gift of $2,500 in support of the Young Philatelic Leaders Fel-
lowship program; dealer and Summer Seminar instructor 
Irv Miller’s recent five-year pledge of $5,000; and the pend-
ing gift of Bud Hennig’s philatelic library.

*****
This issue of The American Philatelist includes a box list-

ing the current candidates for election for the 2011–2013 
term of office. By the end of the month each chapter should 
be receiving a mailing with candidate information so they 
may consider seconding nominations. We greatly appreciate 
the willingness of APS members to volunteer their time to 
stand for election and serve on the APS board. Information 
on the candidates is available on the APS website. Nomina-
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tions are accepted through March 31. Candidate statements 
and the ballot for this year’s election will appear in the May 
issue.

*****
This month I will conclude with a welcome and a fare-

well. We are pleased that Neil Coker has accepted our offer 
of employment to fill the position in our Library that opened 
up when Ellen Peachey retired September 1. Neil has worked 
for Regency/Superior Auctions for the past ten years and is 
in the process of relocating from the St. Louis area.

Unfortunately, earlier in November the hobby suffered 
a great loss with the passing of Randall Sherman. A fixture 
in the Chicago collecting community, Randall was actively 
involved with nearly all the Chicago area clubs as well as the 
Compex and Chicagopex exhibitions. Secretary and news-
letter editor for the Chicago Philatelic Society, Randall regu-
larly promoted stamp collecting on a Chicago cable chan-
nel and was one of the most prolific posters on the Virtual 
Stamp Club. He served as Awards Chair for the American 
First Day Cover Society and attended and helped as a volun-
teer at many APS shows.


