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Attilio Gatti was a former Italian cavalry of-
ficer who developed a love for African ex-
ploration. Some consider him the last of 

the great African explorers. To others, he may have 
been nothing more than a self-aggrandizing 
egotist who took advantage of an opportunity 
to cash in. Either way, he left behind an inter-
esting trail of philately.

Beginning in 1924 when he was 28, Gatti 
led a series of 13 expeditions in an era when 
Africa was still known to many in the Western 
world as the “dark continent,” a far-away place 
still shrouded in mystery despite years of co-
lonialism. According to promotional literature of one of the 
expeditions, these experiences “made Attilio Gatti today one 
of the greatest living African explorers, a leading authority on 
the topography and wildlife — of Africa.”

In 1930, Gatti — who referred to himself as “Command-
er,” with a capital C — moved to the United States, and began 
preparations for more expeditions. His historical and phila-
telic importance is multi-faceted.

• Gatti used the mail as a method of promotion. Promo-
tional postcards and letters were mailed from the expedi-
tions. These were sent as commercial advertisements rather 
than souvenirs for philatelists, so it is difficult to assess how 
many of these items survive.

• He employed special expedition cancels and sometimes 
cachets on the expeditions mail. He was a master of self-
promotion, with numerous advertising tie-ins with corpora-
tions. Souvenir booklets were produced for at least two of the 
expeditions with tie-ins to the sponsoring corporations.

• He was a prolific author of books and magazine articles 
about his expeditions. His book titles include Here is Africa, 
The New Africa, Saranga the Pygmy, and Killers All!

• He also produced at least three films, including the si-
lent picture, Siliva Zulu (1927), and Perils of the Jungle (1941), 
and worked on an American television show. Though a fic-
tionalized tale, Siliva the Zulu, filmed in a Zulu community, 
is still hailed by some as an anthropological classic, as it 
shows images from an era when few white men had con-
tact with the tribe.

• Mail from the ninth through 13th expeditions is 
known. Special covers from the expeditions are shown, 
together with other historical memorabilia to give a flavor 
of the man that commanded these excursions into Africa.

Attilio Gatti
Limited information about Gatti is available. He was 

an Italian cavalry officer in World War I and developed a 
love for Africa. He frequently posed for publicity photo-
graphs [Figure 1].

He spoke Italian, French, Arabic, and a variety of Af-
rican dialects, but no English before coming to America. 
He traveled in 1930 to New York, where he met and mar-
ried his wife, Ellen Morgan Waddill, who was his constant 

companion on trips to Africa and his co-author on 
many books. They settled in the United States, liv-
ing in Derby Line, Vermont, at the Canadian bor-
der. The Gattis’ house straddled the border, part of 

it lying in Canada, according to a remembrance 
from William D. Snyder, a filmmaker, ham ra-
dio operator, and photographer who traveled 
on Gatti’s 11th expedition in 1948.

Snyder and Robert “Bob” Leo of Bozeman, 
Montana, both traveled to the Gattis’ home at 
the same time to interview for radio and pho-
tography duties on the 11th expedition.

“He [Gatti] possessed a receding hairline, a 
square military jaw, deep-set piercing eyes, and a rather large 
but strangely crooked nose,” wrote Snyder in a 2003 remem-
brance. “He spoke with a moderately strong Italian accent 
that was melodious in tone.”

Snyder said Gatti explained who the sponsors of the ex-
pedition would be. “We will be testing their equipment under 
the toughest conditions,” Gatti told the men.

Snyder quickly made some judgments about the African 
explorer. “I was beginning to see that his African expedition 
was basically to discover money,” Snyder wrote. “And the so-
called ‘scientific’ aspects of the trip were only for advertising 
purposes. The more Gatti explained the plans, the more I sus-
pected his motives. But, for me, it was a good chance to get 
to Africa and see the world, so I put my suspicions on hold; I 
wanted to go with him.” Snyder, a WWII veteran, spent most 
his life as a filmmaker and died at the age of 90 in his home-
town of Fargo, North Dakota, in 2007.

The Ninth Expedition
Very little is known about this expedition. Unfortunately, 

even though Gatti wrote books about his travels, they are 
more chronicles of African adventure rather than historical 
records of the expedition. The only cover I have seen from 
this expedition is shown [Figure 2]. It bears the printed return 
address of the “Gatti Zoological Expedition, Stanleyville.” It 

Figure 1. 1937 publicity 
photograph of Attilio Gatti.

Figure 2. Cover from the Gatti Zoological Expedition.
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was mailed from Leopoldville, Belgian 
Congo, to England, on March 24, 1936.

The 10th Expedition
This expedition spanned the years 

1938 and 1939. Most of the information 
about this expedition is found in promo-
tional pamphlets [Figure 3]. The Interna-
tional Harvester Co. produced the pam-
phlet. The company, based in Chicago 
and the nation’s leading truck manufac-
turer, supplied specialized trucks used in 
the expedition. These booklets were sent 
as promotional literature to International 
Harvesters’ network of dealers. My copy 
also has a letter from International Har-
vester that was included with the booklet. It reads in part:

“We are pleased to send you a copy of the pamphlet de-
scribing the equipment of the Tenth Gatti African Expedition 
and its objectives. Our colored page in the magazine shows 
photographic cuts of the attractive interiors of the trailers. 
The booklet, which was prepared some months ago, shows 
preliminary sketches as made by Count de Sakhnoffsky, the 
designer.

“The five trucks which power the expedition are of Inter-
national Harvester manufacture, and the two elaborate trail-
ers were built by Fleetwheels Trailers, Bristol, Pennsylvania.

“As we have indicated, International Harvesters’ part in 
the project was to furnish the automotive power which, as 
Commander Gatti knows, will be a most vital element in the 
success of his venture into the Congo.”

The pamphlet is filled with expedition pho-
tographs and descriptive text, but omits the 
precise expedition itinerary.

For example, the introduction in the book-
let indicates that:

“After long preparation, the Tenth Gatti 
Expedition is ready to sail from New York for 
eighteen months of adventure in the African 
jungle. … At Brussels, where the official spon-
sorship of the Belgian Government will reach 
its crest in a ceremonial send-off, more equip-
ment and expert personnel will join them to go 
aboard Belgian steamers for the long journey 
to the Congo.”

From Brussels, equipment left via Antwerp 
toward Matadi, Belgian Congo (the port of de-

barkation). There are no covers known by the author from 
either the New York departure or the Brussels send-off. This 
is surprising, because a number of covers from the expedi-
tion itself are known.

The expedition was supported in part by the Belgian 
government, the University of Johannesburg, and the Royal 
Zoological Societies of Rome and Antwerp. According to 
a brochure, the expedition “has commissions from various 
sources for the capture of rare and little-known animals. It 
will make explorations into great areas still known only as 
‘zones of mystery.’ ”

Two promotional booklets are known from the expedi-
tion. In addition, publicity photographs were produced and 
used in newspaper and magazine articles.

Shown [Figure 4] is a publicity photograph highlighting 

Figure 3. Promotional pamphlet 
for the 10th Expedition.

Figure 4. Publicity photograph of 
Commander Gatti in an expedition 
truck. Note the “10th Gatti Expedition” 
label on the truck door.
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Gatti in one of the expedition’s trucks.
The postcard [Figure 5] is intriguing, because I believe it 

is from a member of the expedition. The card is signed and 
endorsed “10th Gatti African Expedition” in manuscript. It is 
signed “Charlie,” and is addressed to Philadelphia.

Mentioned in one of the pamphlets is an expedition me-
chanic, Charlie Whitskey, whose hometown was Philadel-
phia. I believe he sent the card. The card reads in part “Was 

on board boat 56 days + was 
damn glad to get off.” Perhaps 
this describes the trip from New 
York to Matadi.

A more common type of 
expedition mail is a colorfully 
franked (although under-franked 
because postage due was as-
sessed) commercial cover from 
the expedition to the United 
States [Figure 6]. It bears the ex-
pedition cachet and circular date 
stamp of the “Mission Gatti.”

Some covers were also auto-
graphed by Gatti; normally his 
signature appears following the 
last word in the cachet area of 
the envelope [Figure 7].

Both “Mission Gatti, Belgian Congo” and “Mission Gatti, 
Ruanda Urundi” circular date stamps are known. Most times 
they are dated several days before any official postal cancel, 
and were probably applied to a stack of expedition covers be-
fore mailing.

In addition to exploration of the Belgian Congo, the ex-Figure 5. Postcard sent from a member of the 10th Expedition as 
noted by the manuscript “10th Gatti African Expedition” at top.

Figure 6. Commercial cover from the 
10th Expedition sent to New York 
with special “Mission Gatti” date 
stamp and expedition cachet.

Figure 7. Cover with cachet and 
autograph of Attilio Gatti in red. 
His signature is located after the 
word “Forest” in the expedition 
cachet handstamp at left.

Two different circular 
date stamps were used 

by the expedition. 
Both with the text 
“Mission Gatti” at 

the top and different 
locations noted at the 

bottom of the date 
stamp marking.
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pedition also traveled throughout 
Ruanda Urundi. For this portion of 
the expedition, a circular date stamp 
reading “Mission Gatti, Ruanda 
Urundi” was used [Figure 8].

Some covers are commercially 
used, others are less so, and perhaps 
were used as souvenirs [Figure 9]. 
Commercially used examples typi-
cally bear a single, low-denomina-
tion stamp, have the return address 
of a company located in the United 
States, and have no other cancels. 
These may have been sent to the 
United States under separate cover, 
and then distributed by the compa-
nies as publicity.

Recorded Uses
The nearby table summarizes the Gatti covers in my col-

lection, together with a few entries from recent items on eBay, 
the Internet auction site.

 This provides some evidence of the expedition itinerary; 
surprisingly for all that Gatti wrote, the exact dates of the ex-
pedition are not recorded and must be deduced. Few covers 
bear evidence of passing through the postal system; these are 
indicated in the table via a city name in the “Cancel” column.

All bear the expedition circular date stamp, but few also 
have the expedition cachet (recorded in the “Cachet” col-
umn). Note that covers from the Ruanda Urundi part of the 
expedition are decidedly scarcer than the Belgian Congo part.

Advertisements
Advertising played a huge role in Gatti’s expeditions, such 

as an advertisement for Hamilton watches. The advertise-

Figure 8. Expedition cover bearing a “Mission Gatti – Ruanda Urundi” circular date stamp.

Figure 9. Souvenir covers sent via the Gatti Expedition. 
The top cover has a return address of Popular 
Photography magazine and the other with a return 
address of Ziff-Davis hobbyist magazine publishers.

Belgian Congo Date Stamp
Date Cancel Destination Cachet?
December 14, 1938 Stanleyville United States 
December 14, 1938  United States 
December 14, 1938  United States Yes
December 14, 1938  United States 
December 14, 1938  United States (seen on eBay)
January 7, 1939  United States 
January 7, 1939  United States 
January 7, 1939  United States 
January 7, 1939 ? United States Yes
January 7, 1939  United States Yes (seen on eBay)
January 7, 1939  United States (seen on eBay)
January 7, 1939 Aba United States Yes (seen on eBay)
April 20, 1939 Stanleyville United States Yes
May 10, 1939  United States 
May 28, 1939 Stanleyville United States

Ruanda Urundi Date Stamp
Date Cancel Destination Cachet?
August 20?, 1939  United States 
August 20?, 1939  United States
   (four total) 
August 20?, 1939   Yes
August 20?, 1939   Yes
August 30, 1939 Usumbura United States Yes



JANUARY 2016 / AMERICAN PHILATELIST   39

ment [Figure 10] men-
tions the 10th Expedi-
tion and pictures Gatti 
with an elusive okapi. 
The now-endangered 
animal native to central 
Africa looks a bit like 
a zebra but is the only 
other animal in the gi-
raffe family.

The 11th 
Expedition

The 11th Expedi-
tion was more popu-
larly known as the 
Gatti Hallicrafters 
Expedition, as it was 
sponsored by the Hal-
licrafters Company, of 
Chicago. Hallicrafters 

manufactured radio equipment from 1932 to 1966, when it 
was sold to Northrop.

The expedition explored the East African nations of 
Kenya, Uganda and Tanganyika between 1948 and 1949. 
Websites with detailed information about this expedi-
tion from Gatti radiomen Leo and Snyder can be found at 
gallatinhamradio.com/?page_id=112 and qsl.net/pa0abm/
ghe/01ghe.htm, respectively.

The expedition left New York City on the S.S. African Pil-

grim on November 23, 1947, and landed at Kilindini, Kenya 
on January 13, 1948.

Camps were established at eight locations in East Africa. 
Souvenir covers from the expedition were sent to many 

electronics companies in the United States. Here is an exam-
ple of one such cover [Figure 11], addressed to a photography 
and electronics distributor (“Cameradio”) in my hometown 
of Pittsburgh, Pennsylvania. These covers are invariably in 
bright yellow (sure to be noticed!) and bear the expedition 
circular date stamp reading Gatti-Hallicrafters Expedition” 
and an expedition cachet that reads “Certified Sent from 
the Base Camp of the Gatti-Hallicrafters Expedition to the 
Mountains of the Moon” (note that the “t” in expedition is 
broken/missing).

Five climbers on the expedition, including Leo, made a 
successful trek to the top of Mount Kilimanjaro.

Enclosed in the envelopes were souvenir cards (also in 
yellow). The front and back of these cards are illustrated in 

Camps and Itinerary of the Gatti Hallicrafters Expedition
Camp Location Purpose
1 Kwale, Kenya Organization of the expedition
2 Kilema, Kenya Exploring Mt. Kilimanjaro
3 Bamboo Flats, Kenya Big game
4 Narwa, Kenya Masai, Sonyo, Big game
5 Muwenzori Range, Uganda Radio communications
6 Nanga Point, Kenya Study of Luo and Kavirondo natives
7 Nakuru, Kenya Study of flamingos
8 Nairobi, Kenya End of expedition

Figure 10. Advertisement for 
Hamilton watches publicizing 
their connection with Gatti’s 10th 
Expedition.

Figure 11. Cover from the Gatti Hallicrafters expedition with expedition cachet and circular date stamp (upper left). Both sides 
of the souvenir insert from the expedition with the insert declaring “Greetings from the Gatti-Hallicrafters Expedition.”
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Figure 11. Only about 10 percent of the covers I have record-
ed still contain this insert. The table above lists the date and 
usage range of these yellow souvenir covers in my collection.

The prime sponsor of the expedition was the Hallicraft-
ers Company, manufacturer of radio equipment (especially 
amateur or “ham” radios).

Snyder wrote that he was disappointed in the arrogance 
shown by Gatti during the expedition.

“Ham radio is a hobby, but to Gatti it was a money-mak-
ing business,” Snyder wrote in 2003. “He didn’t like the way 
we used the hobby for friendship and enjoyment, he kept 
thinking we were his slaves to do as he directed.”

Snyder wrote that he and Leo were constantly barraged 
by memos, which he called “Gattigrams.”

“Mr. Gatti had a seperate [sic] camp from ours, and 
would communicate with nastygrams,” Leo wrote. “Most 
were … nasty.”

Snyder saved and kept the messages in a three-ring 
binder and shared some of the content in his recollec-
tions.

Snyder presented one missive to Leo as follows: “I 
[Gatti] am afraid that despite so many many talks & 
notes from me, and 3 months of continuous contact 
with me, neither you nor Snyder have yet got the sim-
ple point that you are nothing more than technicians 
here to run my own station EXACTLY AS I WISH.”

The capital letters in the last bit were at least one 
half inch high.

In another, Snyder recollects Gatti’s message as: 
“Just as the photographers use very scrupulously my 
negatives and cameras (and some of their own) to take 
just the pictures I want and exactly as I wish, so you 
should have learned long since to use my station, my 
power, my recorders, etc. EXACTLY as I say.”

Later, Snyder said he learned that Gatti had burned 
other bridges.

“I was having lunch with the superintendent of the 
Parc Albert over in the Belgian Congo. When he found 
out that I had been with Gatti, his face frowned and 
he said the following: ‘If Mr. Gatti ever gets into the 
Belgian Congo again, I can guarantee you that he will 
never set his feet in the Parc Albert as long as I am 
the superintendent!’ I didn’t ask why, but I’ll bet it was 
something not too happy!”

Snyder was either fired or left relatively early to 
take another job in the Middle East.

Leo was less critical in his writing. “Some view the 

expedition as commercial, but was it any different than pres-
ent day sponsorship?” he wrote not long ago.

Despite the friction, the expedition maintained radio com-
munication with amateur radio operators worldwide. Confir-
mation of the contact was established by mailing of ham radio 
QSL cards. These cards also provide a postal record of the ex-
pedition. There are four types of cards that I have listed in the 
table below. Each bears a permutation of the letters “GHE” 
(Gatti Hallicrafters Expedition). The website previously refer-
enced lists the quantity of each style of QSL card. Relatively 
few of these were sent, especially from Uganda.

These cards occasionally appear on the market and also 
are collected by the amateur radio community.

Figure 12 illustrates the front of one of these cards from 
the Kenya EGH station. Invariably these cards bear a 1-cent 
Kenya-Uganda-Tanganyika King George VI definitive can-
celed with an expedition datestamp. I suspect most of these 
were mailed under separate cover, as they show no evidence 
of passing through the East African postal system. This QSL 

Yellow Souvenir Expedition Covers
Date Postal Cancel Addressee
July 22, 1948 Nairobi Dumont Marine Services
August 19, 1948 Kisumu C.E. Beckman Company
August 19, 1948 Kisumu Henry Herbert, New York
August 22, 1948  Cameradio, Pittsburgh
August 22, 1948 Kisumu Aerial Survey of Pittsburgh
September 27, 1948 Nairobi Ritz-Carlton Hotel, Montreal, Canada

QSL Cards and Numbers Sent
Country Start End QSL No.
Kenya EGH January 21 February 16 942
Tanganyika HGE February 20 and July 6 June 13 and July 9 2629
Uganda GHE June 20 and June 26 June 21 and June 27 233
Uganda HEG June 27 June 27 18

Figure 12. A front and back of a ham radio QSL card from the expedition. 
The address side of the card has the Gatti Expedition cachet handstamp.
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card was later mailed in the United States with postage being 
paid with a meter.

The back of the QSL card [Figure 12] indicates that com-
munication was established on February 9, 1948. Note that 
the expedition datestamp reads April 27, 1948 and the meter 
reads August 5, 1948. I believe these cards were canceled pe-
riodically, not necessarily when the radio contact was made.

QSL cards for Tanganyika and Uganda have slightly dif-
ferent designs with a giraffe and alligator for the illustrations, 
respectively.

The over-sized cover [Figure 13] is an intriguing remnant 
of the expedition. It is a registered airmail cover from Nakuru, 
Kenya, with the return address (upper left) of “A. Gatti, Gatti 

Hallicrafters Ex-
pedition, Private 
Bag, Nairobi.” It 
is addressed to 
an attorney in 
New York City.

The back 
indicates it con-
tained a Flexograph for a Gray Audograph dictation system. 
This system recorded audio onto soft vinyl disks for subsequent 
transcription. Because Gatti was a prolific author of books and 
magazine articles about his travels, I suspect this envelope con-
tained the dictation for one of these manuscripts.

Souvenir publicity booklets were produced by several of 
the expedition’s sponsors. Nearby is a page from the public-
ity booklet of the Hallicrafters Company [Figure 14]. Inter-
national Trucks, which supplied motorized vehicles for the 
expedition, produced similar booklets. These booklets oc-

Figure 13. The front and back of a registered 
Flexograph envelope from Attilio Gatti in Nakuru, 
Kenya, to his attorney in New York City. Note the 
return address in the upper left is that of the Gatti 
Expedition and sent by Gatti himself.

Figure 14. Souvenir 
brochure from the 
Gatti Hallicrafters 
Expedition.

Those interested in more philately from Africa might be 
interested in joining the West Africa Study Circle (APS 
#AF0099), an affiliate of the American Philatelic Society. The 
group encourages the study of stamps, postal stationery, 
and postal history of the West African countries. Website: 
wasc.org.uk. E-mail: marty_bratzel@yahoo.ca.

APS SPECIALITY SOCIETIES

STAMPS.ORG/SPECIALTY-SOCIETIES
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Figure 15. The picture and 
address side of a postcard 
from the 12th Gatti Expedition 
in South Africa advertising 
various bedding products.

Figure 16. A 1952 
letter from Gatti to a 
friend in New York. It 
includes an expedition 
date stamp and postal 
cancellations.

Figure 17. The picture and address side 
of a publicity postcard for an American 
Broadcasting Company (ABC) television 
series called “African Safari” filmed during 
the 13th Gatti Expedition. It is unclear to 
the author if the adventure documentary 
series was ever broadcast.
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casionally appear on eBay. Interestingly, 
I purchased one of these on eBay about 
15 years ago. The seller indicated he had 
about 10 more copies, and would I be 
interested in the lot. This was curious, 
as I had only seen one of these offered 
before, and now someone had 10. The 
seller’s address was Derby Line, Ver-
mont, the same town that Commander 
Gatti lived in while in the United States. 
The seller was the current owner of the 
Gatti house, and found these booklets in 
the attic (presumably left there by Com-
mander Gatti).

The 12th Expedition
Little information is known about 

the 12th Gatti Expedition to South Af-
rica. The variety of philatelic souvenirs 
from this expedition is limited to one 
type of postcard [Figure 15]. The post-
card has the ubiquitous Gatti Expedition 
circular datestamp, and return address of “Base Camp 2” in 
Eshowe, Zululand. The three postcards I have seen from this 
camp are all dated June 18, 1952.

His expedition sponsorship seems to have diminished 
from International Harvester trucks in earlier expeditions, to 
sheets and blankets.

The message reads:
Dear Friend,
In preparing for my 14th African Expedition I insisted 

on having Pepperdell Sheets and Dynel Blankets. Blankets 
for the same reason your customers insist on them — 
comfort and wearability! Here are some of our native boys 
unloading them at our first camp site. Needless to say, I’m 
glad we chose Pepperdell – and you will be, too.

Best regards from Africa,
Commander Attilio Gatti

Note the confusion about the expedition number — the 
cancel reads “12th” but the message indicates it is the “14th.” 
One explanation is that it was the 14th time he had been a 

member of an African expedition, but the 12th where he was 
the expedition leader.

Also note the recipient address of the “James McNeil 
Company,” a store in Middleboro, Massachusetts. Another 
card from this expedition is addressed to a Pittsburgh depart-
ment store showing that these cards were used as advertise-
ments.

Gatti also used the expedition date stamp on personal 
mail [Figure 16]. The envelope includes a sympathy note to a 
friend of Gatti in New York. This bears a July 18, 1952, date 
stamp.

The 13th Expedition
The 13th expedition returned to Kenya, East Africa and 

South Africa between 1956 and 1957. Mail from this expedi-
tion has a special circular date stamp cancel reading “13th 
Gatti African Expedition, Kenya” or “13th Gatti African Ex-
pedition, South Africa.”

This expedition seems to have more media sponsorship. 
For example, a large, colorfully franked postcard [Figure 17] 
announces a television series on the American Broadcasting 
Company (ABC) network. The message reads:

Greetings from Mombasa!
Just arrived here en route to deep Belgian Congo. Even 

though it’s the 13th Gatti Expedition, Africa never loses its 
excitement — and this trip I’m shooting a new series for 
ABC Television, “African Safari.” This half-hour authentic 
adventure story should be as fascinating as the Dark 
Continent itself. If you are interested, check with ABC-TV 
in the States.

Commander Attilio Gatti

Another card advertises a New York City restaurant [Fig-
ure 18]. The picture side features a giraffe browsing on some 
leaves near Gatti. The message part of the postcard reads:

Figure 18. Postcard encouraging patronizing a New York City restaurant.

One of a dozen references found easily at the APRL is The 
Kilimanjaro Collection of East African Stamps and Covers, an 
auction catalog from 2002 published by Spink, of London. 
The slick 60-page catalog is filled with rare and interesting 
illustrations of places such as British East Africa, German 
East Africa, Kenya, Kenya-Uganda-Tanganyika, and Zanzi-
bar. Included are covers, stamps, specimens, vignettes, die 
proofs, official overprints and essays.

More African references can be found online in The American 
Philatelist Bonus Content section.

STAMP LIBRARY RESOURCES

HTTP://CATALOG.STAMPLIBRARY.ORG 
STAMPS.ORG/AP-ALBUM
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13th Gatti Expedition’s base Camp, British East Africa, 
May ’56.

This kind of outdoor lunch is wonderful — for a giraffe.
Personally, I prefer to think of those good, pleasant, 

relaxed New York meals — at L’Aiglon, of course.
Best regards and wishes from the African equator.
— Attilio Gatti

Also sent from this expedition were colorfully franked 

covers from “Winchester Proof — African Edition” [Figure 
19]. The purpose of these covers was a mystery for many 
years. Recently one of these covers was discovered with an 
explanatory insert that explains that “Winchester” was the 
U.S. rifle manufacturer. The original mailing contained the 
following short note:

Commander Attilio Gatti is a foremost authority on 
Africa. The author of more than a score of books and of 

Figure 19. A 13th Expedition cover with a cornercard of “Winchester Proof, African Edition.”

An APS World Series of Philately Show 
FEBRUARY 5–7, 2016

Friday & Saturday 10 a.m.–5:30 p.m. Sunday 10 a.m.–3 p.m. 

Sarasota Municipal Auditorium 
801 North Tamiami Trail, Sarasota, Florida 

2016 SARASOTA NATIONAL
STAMP EXHIBITION 

1,000 Pages of Exhibits American Revenue Association Free Admission & Parking
USPS & UNPA Stations UN First Day Ceremony Circus-Related Show Cover
US Posessions Society Florida Postal History Society Learning Center: Free Stamps 

For Further Information Contact: 
Elizabeth Hisey  lizhisey@comcast.net or visit www.sarasotastampclub.com

Visit These Fine National Stamp Dealers
AAA Stamp & Coin 
BEJJCO of Florida, Inc. 
Bardo Stamps
Bob and Marti’s Stamps 
Britannia Enterprises 
Carlton Stamps 
Collectors Exchange 
CompuStamp/Willard Allman 
Double J Stamps 
Douglas Weisz U.S. Covers 

Earl T. Reeder/Dennis Hillen 
Eric Jackson 
Fairwinds 
Frank Bachenheimer 
Fred Zaganiacz
Global Philatelic Associates 
Jacksonville Stamp & Coin 
James F. Taff 
John L. Kimbrough 
Labron Harris 

M.T.O. Stamps 
Mark Reasoner 
Miller's Stamp Company 
Mountainside Stamps & Coins 
New England Stamp 
Quality Stamps 
Rasdale Stamp Company 
Richard Friedberg 
Robert M. Sazama 

Roy Smith/Robert Feldman 
Roy's Stamps 
Smyth's Stamp Shoppe 
Stan Jameson 
Stanley M. Piller & Associates 
Suncoast Stamp Company 
The Browse House 
The Stamp Explorer 
The Stamp Professor 
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hundreds of magazine articles, the Commander has spent 
a lifetime in Africa — exploring, photographing, and 
reporting.

Last March, he embarked from the United States 
on his 13th safari. He was given three assignments from 
Winchester-Western: a motion picture on African hunting; 
a complete test under field conditions of the new Model 70 
rifle in .458 caliber; and a special request that he bring all 
of us up-to-date on what’s new there through an African 
Edition of the Winchester Proof.

The attached was written on Safari by Commander 
Gatti and has been mailed to you from ‘somewhere in 
Africa.’

Included with the note was a three-page summary of big-
game hunting tips for potential visitors to East Africa headed 
“Winchester Proof — African Edition — Printed in Kenya.”

I have five of these covers in my collection; all are dated 
June 30, 1956. Only one retains the original insert.

Curiously, the expedition seems to have interrupted its 
East Africa travels to head to South 
Africa because two cards are known 
from May 25, 1957, and June 25, 
1957, from South Africa. These cards, 
too, are used for advertising — in 
this case a special power tool called 
the Ramset Duo JobMaster [Figure 
20]. These cards pictured one of the 
expedition trucks under repair using 
the tool.

Conclusions
Gatti expedition memorabilia 

and postal history spans more than 
two decades, multiple African coun-

tries and is a fascinating collecting area. He used the mails for 
self-promotion and as a means of advertising his sponsors’ 
products. He successfully marketed himself and his expedi-
tions, and left a philatelic legacy that is a fascinating collect-
ing area.

There is little information about his final years. One In-
ternet source states he died at age 72 on July 1, 1969, while 
living in Europe.

No information could be found on his burial location or 
what became of Ellen Gatti.

The Author
Regis Hoffman is a collector of British East Africa 

stamps, postal history, and revenues; British Commonwealth; 
worldwide military and censored mail; and Hollywood fan 
mail. He is a member of numerous philatelic societies and 
writes articles for many of them. He is the past president of 
the Philatelic Society of Pittsburgh and is currently an ap-
prentice APS philatelic judge.

Figure 20. The picture and address/message side of a postcard from South African leg of the 13th Gatti Expedition. The picture side shows a 
repair on a truck using a tool manufactured by one of the expedition’s sponsors. The message claims the truck was damaged by a charging 
rhinoceros. The card is franked with a South African rhino stamp.
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