
100  AMERICAN PHILATELIST / JANUARY 2016

In November, Ken Martin 
and I traveled to the 129th 
annual Chicagopex held 

in Itasca, Illinois. The show 
is impressive with more than 
80 dealers and nearly 300 
exhibiting frames, and an 
enthusiastic group of volunteers 
from the Chicago Philatelic 
Society welcoming visitors from all 
over the world. We were also joined by 
the Society of Australasia Specialists/

Oceania, the India Study Circle, and the 
Éire Philatelic Association. Before the 
show began, the Institute for Analytical 
Philately held its second International 
Symposium covering a range of topics 
on expertizing and techniques for 
spotting fakes and forgeries.

For those who braved the highest 
November snowfall in Chicago in the 
last 120 years, it was an excellent show.

Thanks to show chairman Jerry 
Nylander for leading the effort to put 
together a great event for collectors, 
new and old. On Saturday, Cheryl Ganz 
delivered an educational talk on “The 
50-cent Graf Zeppelin Stamp Design of 
1933” to a standing-room-only crowd, 
reinforcing how important stamps are 

to our history, with a great Chicago fla-
vor. The education area, located near 
the exhibiting frames, introduced great 
educational videos put together by 

Andrew Oleksuik, and 
I got the chance to help 
a 5-year old young lady 
gather Christmas stamps 
for her and car stamps for 
her baby brother, while 
her big brother shopped 
with dealers. I would 
encourage any of our 
members to stop by the 
education area at their 
local shows and welcome 
additions to our family of 
collectors.

What happened 
in Chicago happens to some degree 
at stamp shows around the country. 
Among the dealer booths and exhib-
iting frames, are experienced collec-
tors who have a passion and a depth 
of knowledge they are waiting to share 
with the new collector and even the 
non-collector. Transferring that knowl-
edge to the next generation is the edu-
cation challenge.

While those education programs at 
stamp shows are incredibly important, 
we live in a world where so much in-
formation is available at our fingertips. 
When looking at ways to boost our ed-
ucational mission, we will be working 
to meet people where they are, in hopes 
of making them collectors.

There are three different places we 
are looking to help build the knowledge 
of our members:

Youth Programs
We offer educational programs, 

from Stamps Teach for third- to fifth-
grade students, to Young Stamp Collec-
tors of America, to the Young Philatelic 
Leaders Fellowship program for the 
high school to college-age collector. 

Our new education director, Cathy 
Brachbill, a former educator and curric-
ulum director, will be working to make 
stamps a teaching tool for the demands 
of the classroom of today. 

We also need to evaluate the pro-
grams to ensure that the people we are 
serving can grow into collectors. To 

United States 50-cent Graf Zeppelin stamp.

Bill O’Connor staffs the Éire Philatelic Association table at 
the Chicagopex stamp show held in November.
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Commitment to Education
Several Opportunities to Help Strengthen the Hobby

The three 2015–2016 Young Philatelic 
Leaders Fellowship members (from top): 
Truth Muller, Austin Foo, and Evan Schlosser.
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learn more about our youth pro-
grams, you can go to stamps.org/ 
young-philatelists.

Collector Classrooms
We offer in-person educational op-

portunities for collectors to learn with 
teachers in the classroom.

We offer “On the Road” courses at 
a stamp show near you and every year, 
members travel to the American Phila-
telic Center to participate in our Sum-
mer Seminar on Philately.

For years, these courses have proved 

invaluable to the participants.

StampCampus
We offer online courses where you 

can learn about different elements of 
collecting from the comfort of your 
own home.

We recently concluded courses on 
the basics of stamp collecting and an-
other on exhibiting, but more courses 
will be available soon.

To sign up for those courses, please 
go to stamps.org/stampcampus.

What Can You Do?
The knowledge and resources of our 

APS members can help in many ways:
— Give us feedback. In our monthly 

e-newsletter, we have started surveys on 
the educational offerings that we have 
and those you would like. We hope that 
you will provide us with feedback there 
or feel free to contact our education de-
partment at any time.

— Offer to be an instructor. We 
have many great educators who teach 
online or in the classroom, but your 

knowledge can be incredibly important. 
We are also starting courses on being an 
instructor and welcome you to sign up.

— Enroll in a class. One of the 
things we hear often is that people 
would like to learn more and interact 
with fellow members. Each course has 
an interesting group of students and a 
great instructor. You will not only learn 
more about the hobby, but you will also 
make friends across the country.

— Donate stamps. Thanks to the 
kindness of our members, we are able 
to provide students young and old with 
stamps to begin their collections and 
learn through stamps. We have vol-
unteers at the APC who help us with 
these donations and prepare them for 
students. If you would like to donate, 
please go to: stamps.org/inkind-gifts.

— Be a mentor and recruiter. Each of 
us knows someone who has that collector 
gene whether they are just starting out 
or have reached retirement. Many col-
lectors give of their time and help us 
grow the hobby. We offer mentor ser-

• U.S. & Worldwide Stamps
• U.S. EFOs & FDCs • U.S. Fancy Cancels

• U.S. & Worldwide Postal History
incl. stampless covers &
illustrated advertising
• Philatelic Literature 
• Autographs & More

Lots from $10 to $2,000 or more.
Our diverse offerings include many XF to 
Superb stamps as well as lesser grades.

A great source for all
but the most advanced.

And still only 10% buyer’s commission. 

AUCTIONS
Especially for Collectors

DOWNEAST STAMPS
52 Fern Street • Bangor, ME 04401-5599

1-207-942-3825 • Fax 207-942-0808
E-mail: bids@destamps.com

www.destamps.com

Our next
auction is

February 3, 2016
Sale 296



JANUARY 2016 / AMERICAN PHILATELIST  103

vices for new collectors through some 
amazing volunteers around the coun-
try. To find or become a mentor, go to: 
stamps.org/mentor-service.

— Provide financial support. Es-
pecially with our youth programs, so 
many members kindly give of their 
time and their wallets in order to make 
these programs available. We recently 
received hundreds of donations for the 
Stamps Teach program with just one 
request. If you would like to donate, 
please go to: stamps.org/online-mail-
or-phone.

The one area we will be adding that 

will, hopefully, be meaning for our 
members is in the area of on-demand 
videos. If you’ve ever visited the Khan 
Academy or watched a TedTalk or even 
a do-it-yourself video on YouTube, you 
know there is a vast amount of informa-
tion at your fingertips any time.

By developing those resources both 
in short videos and longer presenta-
tions, we can document and retain 
hundreds of hours of knowledge and 
teaching that will be available to you 
and other collectors for years to come.

We hope you will take us up on the 
education challenge and help us serve 

you and the rest of our APS member-
ship. Tell us what you think and contact 
me at scott@stamps.org.

I also receive letters from members 
around the country and respond to all 
of them. Please feel free to share your 
thoughts in writing to American Philatel-
ic Society, Attn: Scott English, 100 Match 
Factory Place, Bellefonte, PA 16823.

Thanks for the thousands of APS 
members who give so much of their 
time and knowledge to advance collect-
ing and teach our community.

We look forward to increasing those 
opportunities in 2016 and beyond.

............................................................................................................LETTERS TO THE EDITOR

abroad, so much so that folks would send their greeting cards 
in bulk from all over the world to Cuba to have these stamps 
affixed to the envelopes. The cards were then mailed out 
from Cuba with these stamps attached, a practice that went 
on for several holiday seasons. Many of the cards came from 
the United States because the U.S. did not have a Christmas 
stamp issue at the time and did not issue its first until 12 years 
after Cuba did.

I believe the statement that these were “postal tax stamps” 
may have come about from the fact that 25 percent of the 
proceeds of the sale of these stamps was contributed to the 
Communications Employees Retirement Fund. But there is 
no doubt among our club members that these were regular 
issue stamps. These stamps were also such a big hit in Cuba 
that a special first-day of issue pictorial cancellation was cre-
ated for them.

For the ultra-curious, the outer frame of the stamps was 
engraved and printed by the Security Bank Note Co. of Phila-
delphia. The center was then printed in Cuba.

Peter M. Abreu, Cuban Philatelic Society of America
Miami, Florida
Editor’s note: Apologies from the editor who added in-

formation about worldwide Christmas issues to Richard Mar-
torelli’s story. The Scott Standard Postage Stamp Catalogue, Vol. 
2, lists the Cuban stamps as postage, Scott 469 and 470.

Author’s Story Based On Outstanding Research
I thought the Battle of the Falklands article in the Decem-

ber edition was, overall, an outstanding piece of research. 
Although I am not particularly a collector of material from 
that event, I have walked out to the battle monument in Stan-
ley, capital of the Falkland Islands. It stands in some lonely 
splendor on a point overlooking the harbor at the west end of 
town. I have also walked along the shore of Cumberland Bay 

on Robinson Crusoe’s Island. You cannot see the remains of 
the German warship Dresden but there is a monument in the 
local cemetery for the German sailors that were killed.

It should be mentioned that there is quite a bit of [phila-
telic] material available of the Dresden. There are many post-
cards both of the period and more modern. You can find 
prisoner of war mail from the German internees in Chile. 
And, the postmaster on Robinson Crusoe’s Island has created 
a number of cachets about the Dresden. 

Steve Pendleton
Visalia, California

British Navy Defeated by U.S. Forces in 1813–1814
Albert-Friedrich Gruene’s article in the December issue, 

“Battle of the Falklands, 1914,” was a very interesting and 
well-researched article. The depths that the author delved to 
discover the identity of the writer of a postcard far surpasses 
any that I have ever tried.

However, he has made a common mistake about British 
naval history, the same mistake made by Erik Larson, author 
of Dead Wake, The Last Crossing of the Lusitania. The battle 
off the West coast of Chile was not the first disaster the British 
navy suffered after the triumph of Trafalgar in 1805.

The British Naval Forces in North America suffered two 
major defeats in the War of 1812: at Plattsburgh, New York, 
also known as the Battle of Lake Champlain, and the Battle of 
Sandusky, known variously as the Battle of Put-In-Bay or the 
Battle of Lake Erie, just west up the coast of Lake Erie from 
where I am sitting.

Myron Palay
Lakewood, Ohio

Editor’s note: In 1813 at Put-in-Bay, the British lost 41 
sailors, its commander was permanently disabled and all six 
ships were captured. The forces battled a year later on Lake 
Champlain, where the British were again defeated, with 168 
sailors killed and four ships captured.
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