
APS Circuits/Independent 
Dealer Approvals
Costs of buying — 1) Return 

or forwarding postage for 
material you do not buy and for 
mailing the payment to APS. 
2) An Insurance Fund Fee and 
buyer’s fee charged by APS. 3) 
Any additional mailing services 
required by the seller/dealer.

Viewing the items — The actual 
items are in the sales books or 
the packets you receive in the 
mail for you to examine.

Convenience of shopping — 
Approval material is delivered 
to your home and you have 
about a week to make purchase 
decisions. Payment options 
are Visa, MasterCard, Discover, 
check, money order or cash for 
APS purchases, and the same 
plus other payment options for 
dealers.

Pricing — Most items will be 50% 
of catalogue value or less.

Customer service — APS supports 
every sale with knowledgeable 
resources. An experienced staff 
resolves problems with any 
situation. Dealers specify their 
sale terms and usually have 
good service.

Integrity of the offerings — 
Knowledgeable examiners 
review stamps of many offered 
areas in sales books and all sales 
are backed by a money back 
guarantee. Dealers accurately 
identify their material to avoid 
problems with returns.

Online Auctions
Costs of buying — Typically 

shipping and handling fees, 
postal insurance /mounts, and a 
buyer’s fee.

Viewing the items — Items are 
scanned and offered for online 
viewingonly. Although eBay is 
probably the most recognizable 
site, many dealers also offer 
online auctions.

Convenience — Items are available 
for purchase 24/7 and are 
delivered to you at home or 
your place of employment.

Pricing — Pricing is subject to the 
interest in bidding from other 
buyers. Buyers have gotten 
items for as little as 10% of 
catalogue value or paid as much 
as 85% of catalog value for a 
hotly contested item. Because 
sales occur in a micro-market 
place, immediate supply and 
demand takes over.

Customer service — This will 
depend on the person or the 
firm selling the items. Knowing 
who is selling the material helps 
your chances of having issues 
settled efficiently. Can you 
return items with which you 
are not satisfied and what is the 
return period?

Integrity of the offerings — The 
scans may tell you what you 
need to know and you should 
be able to question the seller 
before entering a bid. A seller’s 
membership in the APS is a plus.

APS StampStore/Other 
Online Sales Sites
Costs of buying — Typically 

shipping and handling fees, plus 
postal insurance amounts.

Viewing items — Items are 
scanned and offered for viewing 
online only.

Convenience — Items are available 
for purchase 24/7 and are 
delivered to you at home or 
your place of employment.

Pricing — Most items will be 50% 
of catalogue value or less. 
However, there may be many 
copies of an item showing 
online and you have the 
advantage of selecting the 
example with the best value 
for the price. Instead of bidding 
against other buyers, you select 
the item that fits into your 
purchase decisions.

Customer service — You have 
the choice of working with an 
individual or an organization 
when needing some assistance 
with any issue. This not to say 
that one is better than the 
other; however, an organization 
like the APS, which operates 
the Stampstore.org site, has 
a vested interest in offering 
solutions to problems.

Integrity of the offerings — The 
scans may tell you what you 
need to know and you should 
be able to question the seller 
before placing an order. A 
seller’s membership in the APS 
is a plus. At Stampstore, buyers 
can click a question button to 
get some specific information 
and all sales are backed by a 30-
day money back guarantee. 

Stamp Shows
Costs of buying — The costs of 

attending a stamp show include 
transportation, parking at the 
show venue, the lodging and 
meals during your stay, and may 
include show entry fees.

Viewing the items — The actual 
items are on display at the 
dealer tables, and potential 
buyers can inspect the stamps 
for description accuracy.

Convenience — Stamp shows offer 
the convenience of comparing 
condition and pricing of wanted 
items between dealers and 
immediate purchasing. Dealers 
also can be a great source of 
information about material.

Pricing — There may be a wide 
range of prices for material 
offered at the show with a wide 
range of condition as well. 
Dealers offer specials during the 
shows that may drop the prices 
below 50% or more of catalogue 
value.

Customer service — Dealers at 
stamp shows try to build a 
customer base and it is easier 
to develop a good relationship 
with them face to face. When 
they know you have a particular 
collecting interest, they may 
contact you after the show 
about additional material that 
might fit your collection.

Integrity of the offerings — 
Dealers have taken the time 
to know what they are selling, 
particularly within their 
specialty areas. Membership 
in the APS and in a dealer 
organization is a plus.

Commercial Stamp Shop
Costs of buying — Transportation 

to and parking near the shop 
must figure in the costs.

Viewing the items — The actual 
items are on display and 
potential buyers can inspect 
them for description accuracy.

Convenience — You have the 
items in-hand as you buy 
them. The dealer also may 
offer information about other 
material for your collection. The 
shop has regular hours, so you 
can visit when your schedule 
allows.

Pricing — There may be a wide 
range of prices for the material 
offered at the shop and a wide 
range of condition as well. The 
store might offer specials and/
or have material divided into 
various pricing percentages of 
catalog values. Store overhead 
may affect the pricing policy.

Customer service — A stamp 
shop tries to build a customer 
base and it is easier to develop 
a good relationship with them 
face to face. When they know 
you have a particular collecting 
interest, they may contact you 
about material they find that 
might fit your collection.

Integrity of the offerings — 
Stamp store owners have taken 
the time to know what they are 
selling, particularly within their 
specialty areas. Membership 
in the APS and in a dealer 
organization is a plus.

Auctions
Costs of buying — Postage, 

buyer fees, transportation and 
parking, lodging, meals, and 
agent fees may be included. 
Having an agent bid for you 
adds that cost plus shipping 
charges, while eliminating the 
attendance costs.

Viewing the items — If you 
attend the auction, you have 
the advantage of seeing 
the items before bidding on 
them. Otherwise, the items 
are available to see as scans 
or printed catalogue pictures. 
Some auction houses will let 
you handle the items and some 
will not.

Convenience — You can go home 
with the items you won in the 
auction, but you may be outbid 
for the items you really want to 
own. Also, participation in the 
auction, either in person or by 
calling in, would require you to 
provide time in your schedule.

Pricing — Prices will depend on 
the auction participants or their 
agents. Sometimes, very good 
deals can be had.

Customer service — Expertizing 
and return policies are specified 
in the auction catalogues and 
online. Auction houses follow 
those policies closely and you 
will find them to be helpful with 
issues that fall within their terms 
of sale.

Integrity of the offerings — 
Auction houses with specialties 
know the material in those 
specialties. They tend to be 
careful and accurate about 
the descriptions, since it costs 
money to handle returns. They 
might have obtained certificates 
for the higher valued items. 

Antique Shops/Flea 
Markets
Costs of buying — Transportation 

and parking are the main 
additional costs. 

Viewing the items – Items of 
interest may be in the boxes 
on tables, but you will need to 
spend time browsing with no 
guarantee of finding anything 
of interest. Generally, items may 
be handled for inspection and 
purchase decisions.

Convenience — Antique shops 
or flea markets can be visited 
as the collector has time and 
opportunity. As with local stamp 
shops, the hours are regular and 
posted.

Pricing — Items are usually 
priced from the perspective 
of antiques or “old things.” You 
will rarely see the philatelic 
material priced from a philatelic 
perspective. The beauty of this 
venue is that your knowledge 
of your collecting interest will 
be very helpful in finding really 
good deals, but you will have 
to look for them. However, the 
antique perspective may place 
a higher value on a picture 
postcard, for example, because 
of the printed image, when 
the philatelic part of the card 
may be commonplace (but 
something you want to add to 
your collection).

Customer service — Usually, all 
sales are final, but you have 
the item available for in-hand 
inspection before making your 
purchase decision.

Integrity of the offerings — 
The buyer determines the 
identification of the item and 
its philatelic integrity, neither of 
which is of concern to the dealer 
who is offering it for sale. 

Comparison of Philatelic Purchasing Venues


