
1056   AMERICAN PHILATELIST / NOVEMBER 2013

Moving Books 
& Bytes

During Volunteer Work Week 
in July, volunteers worked in 
teams to move material from 

the Library annex to the newly complet-
ed compact shelving area of the new li-
brary. This involved not just moving, but 
also cleaning off the dust that had settled 
on much of the material dur-
ing construction for the Match 
Factory’s newest tenant, and 
ensuring material was placed 
in order on the correct shelf in 
the new location. 

The annex housed about 50 
percent of the Library’s physi-
cal collections. By the end of 
Volunteer Work Week, about 
25 percent of the annex collec-
tion — more than 1,500 linear 
feet — was cleaned and neatly 
shelved in the new library 
space. We held a second “work 
week” in September to com-
plete the move, using several 
local volunteers and APS and 
APRL staff.

The material, now located on com-
pact shelving, includes auction cata-
logues, clipping files, and archival ma-
terial. This new space provides clean, 
secure, climate-controlled storage for 
these collections and we hope never to 
have to vacuum the books again!

We have also begun moving maps 
and large documents into the Al and 
Dottie Kugel Map Room, including 
new donations of maps from Al Kugel 
and Rich Drews. The donation from 
Rich Drews includes an 1853 Colton’s 
map with beautifully preserved color. 
The George Turner Rare Book Room is 
complete and awaits shelves and the rare 
book collection, currently housed in my 
office.

APRL Technical Services 
Coordinator Betsy Gamble has 
been busy measuring shelves, 
drawing up plans, and supervis-
ing the move, and our regular lo-
cal volunteers have contributed 
greatly to this effort. Through-

out the move, material has remained ac-
cessible by staff for research, and will be 
even more accessible now that it is in one 
location.

Digital Collections
Even while we were busy with the 

move, our digital collections continued 
to grow. Nearly every month we add ex-
hibits to our online exhibit collection, 
and we received quite a few new exhib-
its at StampShow in Milwaukee. New 
online exhibits are listed in the monthly 
APS e-newsletter and you can browse 
the entire collection on our website at 
http://stamps.org/Online-Exhibits. You 
can also search our catalogue for exhibits 
in all formats (paper, CD-ROM, and on-

line) at http://catalog.stamplibrary.org.
Nearly every day we receive re-

quests from members for scans of cata-
logue pages, journal articles, and book 
sections. In most cases, copyright pro-
tection prevents us from saving these 
scans, but in some cases we are able to 
save the scans and make them available 
to all.

For example, a member recently re-
quested a scan of a page from the 1873 
edition of the Scott Catalogue (De-
scriptive price catalogue of the post-
age stamps of all nations). This is in the 
public domain, and our copy is fragile. 
Rather than just scanning the page, we 

Above: Director of Education Gretchen Moody and Librarian 
Tara Murray wield the dusters during the Library move. Top 
Right: Michael Wilson vacuums holdings. Right: Scott Tiffney 
flexes his muscles during the move.
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decided to digitize the entire catalog 
(only forty-six pages in 1873!) to re-
duce the need for further handling of 
the original. The digital version has now 
been loaded in our catalogue. To access 
it, search “descriptive price catalogue of 
the postage stamps of all nations” in the 
title field, find the 1873 edition, and click 
on “full display.”

Earlier this year, the APS was 
awarded a grant from the David T. 
Beals III Charitable Trust for digitizing 
philatelic research materials. We have 
already purchased a microfilm scanner 
and a dedicated server to store and back 
up digital files, and will soon purchase 
a second professional large format book 
scanner and arrange for professional 
scanning of items from our collections. 
Keep watching this column and our 
website for news about our growing dig-
ital collection, and for the latest library 
news, check out our blog at http://blog.
stamplibrary.org.

*****

Whenever you have research ques-
tions, contact library staff for assistance. 
Reach us by phone at 814-933-3803 
(press 3 for the library), by e-mail at 
aprl@stamps.org, or by mail at APRL, 
100 Match Factory Place, Bellefonte, PA 
16823.

1873 edition of the Scott Catalogue.
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