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How the Library Grows

Visitors to the American Philatel-
ic Research Library are amazed 
by the size and diversity of our 

collection. “All of these books are about 
stamps?” many ask.

Of course, philatelists know that the 
hobby produces a vast amount of litera-
ture. From identifying stamps to learn-
ing about the transportation of mail, the 
APRL has resources that can help you 
with your philatelic research.

How do we get all these books and 
journals? The APRL has a very limited 
acquisitions budget, used primarily for a 
few journal subscriptions and for bind-
ing journals. The majority of our hold-
ings are donations from publishers, au-
thors, editors, libraries, and individuals.

Many donations come in one book at 
a time, but sometimes we receive entire 
libraries. In the past year, we received sev-
eral such donations. In December 2011, 
Dr. Edward Martin donated sixty boxes 
of literature from his personal library. 
Inside the boxes we found many journals 
and auction catalogues we did not have 
in the APRL collection. In April 2012, 
library staff were again busy unpacking 
and sorting when thiriy-one boxes ar-
rived via USPS. The boxes contained the 
library of Dr. Roger Schnell, Vice Presi-
dent of the APRL Board of Trustees until 
his death in June. Dr. Schnell’s donation 
also helped fill holes in our collection, 
particularly in the Scandinavian section. 
Then, in May, Charles Verge visited the 
APRL with fourteen boxes containing 
his Irish philatelic library. This donation 
helped fill out our previously quite small 
Irish section.

If you are interested in making a 
literature donation to the APRL, please 
contact me in advance to make arrange-
ments. Items we need most include new 

publications, copies of philatelic exhib-
its, catalogues from U.S. auction houses 
prior to 1960, and catalogues from non-
U.S. auction houses.

See the New Books
If you are lucky enough to be able to 

visit the APRL in person, you can scan 
our new arrivals shelf. The next best 
thing, though, is following our blog, 
Philatelic Literature & Research, at http://
blog.stamplibrary.org. Each month, we 
post a list of new books received, with 
scans of many of the book covers. A link 
to each month’s list is also included in 
the APS eBlast.

Subscribers to the Philatelic Litera-
ture Review see a list of new books ar-
ranged by subject in each quarter’s issue, 
as well as a list of the donors that make 
these new acquisitions possible.

If you search our online catalogue, 
you may have noticed that our catalogu-
er, Betsy Gamble, has been adding scans 

of book covers to the records. She is as-
sisted in this effort by our newest volun-
teer, Julie Coons, also a trained catalogu-
er. This new feature makes the catalogue 

A Kodak moment with the Library staff and the Schnell donation before the sorting begins. 
From left: Director of Information Services/Librarian Tara Murray, Scott Tiffney, Roseann
Staie, Neil Cocker, and Betsy Gamble.
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APRL catalogue record list with 
book cover images.

APRL catalogue full record display 
with book cover.

more visually appealing, and provides some addition-
al information about the book.

As you peruse our new acquisitions, you may no-
tice items with “In process” in the call number. These 
are books that haven’t yet been assigned call numbers 
and placed on the shelves. They are available for bor-
rowing, though, so don’t hesitate to request them.

Whenever you have research questions, please 
feel free to contact library staff for assistance. You will 
usually work with your librarian (me) or our refer-
ence assistant. Reach us by phone at 814-933-3803 
(press 3 for the library), by e-mail at aprl@stamps.
org, or by mail at APRL, 100 Match Factory Place, 
Bellefonte, PA 16823.
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items, autographs, and 

documents wanted.
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assures you a service
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Stamps, stationery, postal history,
die proofs from around the World.

Send a note of your interests and we’ll
advise you of suitable items we have.

If in London, please visit our
offi  ces and browse our stock.

Have you visited our e-bay store?

17 Waterloo Place, 4th Floor
London SW1Y 4AR, United Kingdom

Phone: (011) 44-207-930-6100
Fax: (011) 44-207-930-6109

E-mail: philatelists@argyll-etkin.com
Website: www.argyll-etkin.com


