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APRL Digital 
Collections Expand

The Eighth Postal 
History Symposium

Development of Transoceanic 
Air Mail Service

Aerophilately 2014
The All Air Mail Stamp Show

September 12–14 • American Philatelic Center
One Weekend — Two Great Events

Though our book and journal col-
lections will continue to serve 
members for the foreseeable 

future, the Library has been working 
steadily to expand our digital collections.

Government documents. The APRL 
has borrowed Postal Guides on microfilm 
from the USPS Library and we are digi-
tizing them using the microfilm scanner 
recently purchased through a grant from 
the David T. Beals III Charitable Trust. 
The scanning itself is automated and vol-
unteers are checking the scans for miss-
ing pages before we return the film. The 
Postal Guides eventually will join the 
Postal Bulletins and Postal Laws & Regu-
lations on www.uspostalbulletins.com.

Books. The U.S. Philatelic Classics So-
ciety recently added an electronic library 
of digitized books to its website, www.us-
pcs.org. Several of these books were pub-
lished by the APS and we granted permis-
sion for the digitization. We have added 
links to all of these digital books from the 
Philatelic Union Catalog (http://catalog.
stamplibrary.org) records so they are eas-
ily discoverable by members.

Journals. Volunteers have been busy 
scanning back issues of The American 
Philatelist and the Philatelic Literature 
Review with the goal of making the en-

tire run of each publication available 
online and fully searchable. We also 
have scans of Japanese Philately, which 
will be included. With funding from the 
David T. Beals III Charitable Trust, we 
have purchased a new web server for this 
project and anticipate having a portion 
of the journal archive available online by 
the end of the year.

Exhibits. We ask anyone who do-
nates a copy of an exhibit to the APRL 

or who exhibits at one of our shows to 
provide us with a digital copy of the ex-
hibit and a license to make it available on 
our website (http://stamps.org/Online-
Exhibits). Each month in the APS e-
newsletter we provide an update on new 
exhibits added to the collection.

Maps. Again utilizing funding from 
the David T. Beals III Charitable Trust, 
we are digitizing a collection of post 
route maps, including some from the 
APRL collection and some on loan from 
a private collection that would not oth-
erwise be widely available for research.

Indexes. The Index of Literature 
in the English Language that Describes 
Postage Stamp Forgeries, Fakes, Reprints, 
Fraudulent Postal Markings and Other 
Obliterations was originally compiled 
by Ted Tedesco and published serially 
in the Philatelic Literature Review. A 
printed copy in the APRL is one of our 
most frequently consulted resources 
on forgeries. In 2011 Ted spent several 
weeks at the APRL updating the index, 
and has allowed the APRL to publish 
it online so that researchers can easily 
access it. I worked with Ted to check all 
of the web links in the index, and the 
current version is now available on our 
website at http://stamps.org/Library-
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Collections#bibliographie.
Philatelic Union Catalog. For years, 

the APRL has been adding links to online 
content to the Philatelic Union Catalog. 
We also have attached digital versions of 
publications to their catalog records. You 
can now easily search or browse this on-
line content by selecting “Online” from 
the drop-down list of locations.

Archival Collections
Through the generosity of research-

ers and their families, and with as-
sistance from specialty societies, the 
APRL’s efforts to acquire, preserve, and 
make available the papers of important 
philatelic researchers have come to frui-
tion this year.

Last July, a tractor trailer pulled up 
to the Match Factory and delivered 326 
boxes containing the library and re-
search archive of noted postal historian 
Tom Alexander. The U.S. Philatelic Clas-
sics Society facilitated the donation, and 
a grant from the David T. Beals III Char-
itable Trust funded the hiring of two 
interns and the purchasing of archival 
storage containers and supplies so that 
we could process the collection and cre-
ate a finding guide to assist researchers 
in using it.

The work began in earnest in Oc-
tober 2013 and was completed in April 
2014. During Summer Seminar in June, 
I gave students a sneak peek at the find-
ing guide and the contents of the 250 
boxes that make up the collection. The 
Library collection also benefitted from 
the many books, journals, and auction 
catalogs included in Tom’s donation.

Finding guides for our archival 
collections can be accessed at http://
stamps.org/Subject-Guides-and-Find-
ing-Aids or via links from the Phila-
telic Union Catalog. Collections not yet 
fully processed have brief records in the 
union catalog (type “Archive” in the Re-
cord Type box to search them).

The U.S. Philatelic Classics Society 
is also funding the processing of postal 
historian Richard B. Graham’s papers, 
donated previously to the APRL by the 
estate.

The United States Stamp Society 
also has taken a leading role in assist-

ing APRL’s archival efforts by facilitating 
the donation of plate number specialist 
W. Wallace Cleland’s papers to the APRL 
and funding their processing and the 
creation of a finding guide.

Need help using the Library?
Whenever you have research ques-

tions, contact library staff for assistance. 

You can reach us by phone at 814-933-
3803 (press 3 for the library), by e-mail 
at aprl@stamps.org, or by mail at APRL, 
100 Match Factory Place, Bellefonte, PA 
16823.


