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Global Philatelic Library 
Open for Business

On June 1, the Ameri-
can Philatelic Re-
search Library, the 

Royal Philatelic Society Lon-
don, the Smithsonian Libraries, 
and the Smithsonian National 
Postal Museum announced 
the opening of the Global 
Philatelic Library. This new 
website — www.GlobalPhila-
telicLibrary.org — provides 
collectors with access to phila-
telic research from all over the  
world.

The Global Philatelic Library is the 
result of a partnership between these 
four organizations, and includes con-
tributions from many of the world’s 
best philatelic libraries. The list of con-
tributors has already grown since the 
launch of the website. As of this writ-
ing, it includes the members of the 
Philatelic Union Catalog hosted by the 
APRL as well as libraries that have pro-
vided data to the Royal Philatelic Soci-
ety London.

Philatelic Union Catalog members:

Research Foundation, Toronto, 
Canada

Tucson, Arizona

Denver, Colorado

Sunnyvale, California

Other contributing libraries:

Archive, UK

Norway

Germany

-
brary website are presented with three 
searchable databases:

The Philatelic Union Catalog, host-
ed by the APRL, got its start at a meeting 
between representatives of the APRL, 

-
tors Club in 2008. It now includes more 
than 90,000 records from the holdings of 
six libraries and more than 180,000 ar-
ticle references.

The Royal Philatelic Society Lon-
don Catalogue contains approximately 
700,000 records. It includes the holdings 
of the RPSL library, as well as data from 
the Philatelic Union Catalog, indexes, 
the full text of The London Philatelist,
and the holdings of contributing librar-
ies. Some databases are available only to 
RPSL members, but through a partner-
ship all of the public and staff comput-
ers in the APRL are automatically logged 
in to the RPSL Catalogue and users can 
view data as if they were members.

The Smithsonian National Postal 
Museum Library is an important phila-
telic and postal history collection. Its 

be searched online through 
the Smithsonian Libraries cat-
alogue, and are also included 

org), a union catalogue hosted 
by OCLC.

As the Philatelic Union 
Catalog and the Global Phila-
telic Library grow, the world 

Now, from any computer or 
mobile device connected to 

the internet, you can search the 
holdings of philatelic libraries around 
the world.

The idea of a partnership between 
the APS and the RPSL to provide access 
to research is far from new. On February 
15, 1888, John K. Tiffany, President of 
the newly-formed American Philatelic 

-
-

practical execution....” One hundred and 

become a reality.

Global Philatelic Library partners, the 

from the Smithsonian Libraries to load 
data from the National Postal Museum 
Library into the Philatelic Union Cata-

-
eral specialist society libraries about the 
Union Catalog, and the Collectors Club 

Going Local
-

telic research from wherever you are is 
a powerful tool, but sometimes it can be 

www.GlobalPhilatelicLibrary.org
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overwhelming. For example, you want 
to find a book that you can borrow from 
the APRL, but you only find records for 
books at other libraries.

One solution is to select APRL from 
the drop-down menu at the bottom of 
the search screen. When you search with 
APRL selected, you will only retrieve re-
cords for APRL holdings.

While many of the Philatelic Union 
Catalog member libraries don’t lend 
their books or lend only to their mem-

bers, APRL staff can often help you find 
a copy of a book or get the information 
you need, either from our own collec-

tions, for sale from a literature dealer, or 
by arrangement with another library.

Whenever you have research ques-
tions, please feel free to contact library 
staff for assistance. You will usually work 
with your librarian (me) or our reference 
assistant, Neil Coker. We can be reached 
by phone at 814-933-3803 (press 3 for 
the library), by e-mail at aprl@stamps.
org, or by mail at APRL, 100 Match Fac-
tory Place, Bellefonte, PA 16823.


