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Digitization  
at the APRL

Digitization is the creation of 
a digital representation of an 
analog object. When we talk 

about digitization in libraries, we are 
most often referring to scanning text 
from books and journals.

Digitization can be a great help to 
library users — whether you are under-
taking an in-depth research project or 
simply want to find the story behind a 
stamp.

The first thing many people think 
of when they think of digitization is 
increased access. To read a print book, 
you need to either travel to the loca-
tion where the book is or have the book 
shipped to you. To read a digital book 
that has been made available online, all 
you need is a device that can display the 
book: a computer, tablet, e-reader, or 
even a smartphone.

The APRL has digitized several 
books. For an example, search the li-
brary catalog (http://catalog.stampli-
brary.org) for Donald F. Lybarger’s The 
United States Issues of 1918–20. Find 
the APRL copy of the book and click on 
“Full Display.” Under “File Name,” you’ll 
see a link to a PDF file of the book. You 
can now read this book from anywhere, 
at any time. We were able to digitize this 
book and make it available because The 
American Philatelist owns the copyright.

In addition to reading the book, you 
can search it. For example, if you want to 
find all the mentions of ink in the book, 
use the search feature of your PDF read-
er to look for “ink.” This increases access 
in another way.

To find all mentions of ink in a print 
book, you would rely on the table of con-
tents and index. Even in a book with a 
good index, a search can turn up addi-
tional information. In the case of a book 

such as Lybarger’s, which has neither an 
index nor a table of contents, the search 
can make the book many times more 
valuable to the researcher.

Of course, Lybarger’s book is short 
and it wouldn’t take that long to read the 
whole thing cover to cover. But imagine 
the impact of search on a multi-volume 
work!

Searching digital texts also can help 
readers discover works previously un-

known to them. This is possible when 
multiple works are loaded into the same 
system and searchable together. For an 
example, see the Digitized U.S. Postal 
Bulletins website (www.uspostalbulle-
tins.com). Here you can search the en-
tire run of the U.S. Postal Bulletin from 
1880–1971 (with later issues coming 
soon). Using the printed Postal Bulletin, 
you had to know approximately when 
the information you were looking for 
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was published — or wade through vol-
umes of text, page by page. Now, just 
type your search term into a box and see 
all of the hits.

The Postal Bulletin project is spear-
headed by Tony Wawrukiewicz. Tony is 
now turning his attention to another U.S. 
government publication, the Postal Laws 
& Regulations. The APRL is assisting by 
scanning PL&R volumes from our col-
lection. The scanning is being done by 
volunteer Jeff Thompson using the book 
scanner purchased by the Mighty Buck 
Club donors.

One of Jeff ’s other projects in the 
library is scanning back issues of The 
American Philatelist. Eventually, you’ll 
be able to search the entire run of the 
magazine from 1887 to current issues. 
You’ll no longer have to wrack your 
brain trying to remember if that article 
you want to re-read was published in the 
1980s or 1970s — you’ll be able to search 
for it. In the process, you may even dis-
cover a new article to read. (In the mean-
time, don’t wrack your brain too much. 
Just call or e-mail the library and we’ll 
help you find that article!)

While Jeff does an amazing amount 
of scanning (we joke that the book scan-
ner gets tired before he does!), he is only 
one person. Leslie Citrome, a member 

who has expertise in digitization and 
has written on the topic for professional 
journals, has offered to help out with 
scanning. The only thing slowing him 
down was not having access to older is-
sues of the AP, but luckily around the 
same time another member, Allan Long, 
offered to supply decades’ worth of the 
magazine.

If you would like to contribute to 
digitization projects at the APRL, there 
are many ways to help. We welcome sug-
gestions for publications to digitize. Ev-
ery digital project we have undertaken 
so far has come from a member sugges-
tion and fit the priorities established by 
our Digital Resources Committee.

Keep in mind that any works we 
digitize must be free of copyright restric-
tions, or we must have permission from 
the copyright owner. If you are an author 
or publisher and own the rights to a work 
you think we should digitize, contact me 
to make arrangements. We already have 
a form available for exhibitors to grant us 

the right to make digital copies of their 
exhibits available on our website, and 
you can see the growing collection at 
www.stamps.org/Online-Exhibits. 

Learn To Search  
the Online Catalog

The APS recently purchased Cam-
tasia, a software package that captures 
a computer screen in video format. 
(Thank you again to the Mighty Buck 
Club!) I used it to make a short tutorial 
demonstrating how to find a book in the 
library catalog. Check it out on the APS 
YouTube channel at www.youtube.com/
watch?v=a2ATMoRTgEA. 

Whenever you have research ques-
tions, contact library staff for assistance. 
You will usually work with me or our 
reference assistant, Scott Tiffney. Reach 
us by phone at 814-933-3803 (press 3 for 
the library), by e-mail at aprl@stamps.
org, or by mail at APRL, 100 Match Fac-
tory Place, Bellefonte, PA 16823.

the APrl search tutorial Video is online at 
www.youtube.com/watch?v=a2AtmortgeA.


