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Alexander Archives  
Arrive at APRL

Alexander Archives

Last July, a tractor trailer pulled 

up to the Match Factory and delivered 

326 boxes containing the library and 

postal history research archive of Tom 

Alexander. As I write this, we are near-

ing the end of a months-long project 

to preserve the contents of the boxes 

and make them available to research-

ers through the APRL.

Tom’s generous gift was facilitated 

by the U.S. Philatelic Classics Soci-

ety. Jim Allen, John Barwis, and Dick 

Winter packed the material into boxes, 

made a preliminary inventory, and ar-

ranged to have the material shipped to 

Bellefonte. With funding from the David 

T. Beals III Charitable Trust, the US-

PCS paid for archival folders and boxes 

to house the original research material 

contained in the donation as well as for 

two internships to process the collection.

Starting in October, two interns un-

packed boxes, checked books and jour-

nals against the APRL catalogue, added 

items to the APRL collection, and or-

ganized and inventoried the archival 

material. The finding aid created by in-

tern Michael Wilson will be published 

in the second quarter 2014 issue of the 

Philatelic Literature Review and also will 

be available on the APRL website. (You 

can access previously created finding 

aids, including one created by Michael 

for Harlan Stone’s Switzerland files, at 

http://stamps.org/Subject-Guides-and-

Finding-Aids.)

Over the course of the project, the 

interns listed 2,420 books, journals, and 

auction catalogues in detailed bibliogra-

phies, added 200 books to the APRL col-

lection, and processed more than 2,000 

folders of research papers. Hundreds of 

Tom’s files and notebooks on dozens of 

postal history subjects — along with ma-

terial from his colleagues David Beals, 

George Brett, John Eggen, and Wilson 

Hulme — have been preserved and will 

soon be available to the philatelic com-

munity.

Published material from the dona-

tion is listed in the Philatelic Union 

Catalog and can be requested from the 

Library. Once the processing is com-

plete and the finding aid published, the 

Archival material ready for labeling and 

storage on compact shelving.

Intern Michael Wilson works on the 

Alexander archives.

John Barwis and Jim Allen pack archival material 

in Kansas City.

The Alexander Archives arrive at the APRL.



MAY 2014 / AMERICAN PHILATELIST   479

archival material will be accessible to 

researchers by appointment.

Help Transcribe  

a Tiffany Manuscript

If you’ve always wanted to contrib-

ute to philatelic research but weren’t sure 

what you could do, the Smithsonian Li-

braries have an opportunity for you. 

They have digitized John K. Tiffany’s 

Philatelic Index manuscript and it is 

now available for crowd sourcing tran-

scription. Anyone can participate in the 

transcription and bring the manuscript 

one step closer to being fully searchable.

Smithsonian National Postal Muse-

um librarian Baasil Wilder has provided 

instructions to get you started:

You can go straight to the website 

(https://transcription.si.edu/) and begin 

on your own. Everything is done on the 

computer.

First, create an account.

Then, read the tutorial.

You are now ready to begin 

transcribing the Tiffany manuscript 

online (https://transcription.si.edu/

project/6676), and you can save 

your work and finish it later.

Once a volunteer decides they’ve 

“finished” and they’re ready for 

review, a different volunteer (who 

must also have an account on the 

site) can review the transcription 

and either send it back for edits, or 

complete the transcription.

The finished transcript is sent to the 

Smithsonian, where it may be used im-

mediately, or undergo additional work.

Read more about the manuscript 

and the transcription project on the 

Smithsonian Libraries blog at http://bit.

ly/TiffanyManuscriptTranscription.

APRL Records in WorldCat

We have begun adding the Library’s 

holdings to WorldCat, a union catalogue 

widely used by public and academic li-

braries for shared cataloguing and inter-

library loan. This will expose our library 

holdings to more people because, unlike 

holdings in the Philatelic Union Cata-

log, WorldCat records appear in Internet 

search engine results. Because so many 

of our holdings are not widely held by 

more general libraries, the APRL will 

usually be at or near the top of the list 

of holding libraries in WorldCat results.

Need Help Using the Library?

Whenever you have research ques-

tions, contact the Library staff for as-

sistance. Reach us by phone at 814-933-

3803 (press 3 for the Library), by e-mail 

at aprl@stamps.org, or by mail at APRL, 

100 Match Factory Place, Bellefonte, PA 

16823.

APRL records in WorldCat.
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