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The Wide World 
of Periodicals
When I first came to the 

American Philatelic 
Research Library, I was 

amazed at the variety of journals 
and newsletters in philately. The 
APRL has about 5,000 different pe-
riodical titles; of these, about 500 
are currently received.

They range in size from the tiny 
Collectors’ Review, published in To-
ledo, Ohio in 1873 and consisting 
of one small folded sheet, to Fakes 
Forgeries Experts, an annual pub-
lication with about 200 oversize 
pages. The early issues of Mekeel’s 
Weekly Stamp News are in a news-
paper format so large it can be dif-
ficult to copy on a standard pho-
tocopier. (Luckily the APRL was 
able to purchase a large-format 
book scanner through the gener-
ous donations of the Mighty Buck 
Club, and it can scan Mekeel’s
pages easily.) Some publications 
arrive regularly every week, like 
Linn’s Stamp News, while others 
appear at more widely spaced 
intervals, and others arrive oc-

casionally and sporadically.
Many journals, like the AP, now are 

published in both print and digital for-
mats. Some are moving to online-only 
publication, and new journals may be 
“born digital.”

Journals have been published on just 
about every aspect of philately. There are 
even journals that focus on the literature 
itself, like the APRL’s own Philatelic Lit-
erature Review.

Finding an article in all this material 
that will answer a collecting question 
might seem like a daunting task, but the 
APRL has several tools available to help 
you in your quest.

The Philatelic Union Catalog
The APRL online catalogue (http://

catalog.stamplibrary.org) includes a da-
tabase of more than 180,000 article ref-
erences. When searching for articles, be 
sure to select “All libraries and locations.” 
If you only want to retrieve article refer-
ences and not books, also put “article” in 
the record type box.

To search for a known article — for 
example, if you remember reading an 
article in the AP, but can’t remember 
which issue it was in — try searching on 
a few words from the title or the author’s 
last name. You could also try the journal 
name — leave out initial articles like “a” 
or “the” — and the author’s last name or 
a keyword.

If you don’t know what’s been writ-
ten on your topic, do a keyword search. 
You may need to try several variations, 
because most indexing of philatelic jour-
nals is done by volunteers and there is 
no standardized list of keywords used 
by all indexers. (The bulk of the article 
references in our catalog were created by 
Gene Fricks.) 

The search results for 
articles about Ceylon.
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For example, you might do a search on “postmarks” and 
then one on “postal markings.” You also can add a wildcard 
character to the end of a word to find variations. Searching on 
“catalog*” will retrieve records containing “catalog,” “catalogs,” 
“catalogue,” etc. Be cautious in using the wildcard, though — 
searching on “cat*” will retrieve a large number of records.

Specialized Indexes and  
Digitized Journals

If you don’t find what you are look-
ing for at first, keep in mind that, big as 
it is, the article index in the Philatelic 
Union Catalog is not comprehensive. 
Journal indexing is a monumental 
task, and our hobby relies on dedicated 
volunteers for the majority of our in-
dexing.

In addition to the Philatelic Union 
Catalog, the APRL has many special-
ized indexes and bibliographies. Some 
are available online, like the article 
bibliography included in Riley’s Fiscal 
Philatelic Literature Handbook, and can 
be accessed by links from the Philatelic 
Union Catalog. Library staff are happy 
to check indexes that are not available 
online for you.

Digital publishing and digitization can be a boon to re-
searchers, allowing keyword searching across multiple issues of 
a journal. When the entire run of a journal has been indexed 
— for example, the London Philatelist, Gibbons Stamp Monthly,
or most recently, First Days — a keyword search of the entire 
journal is possible.

Getting Copies of Articles 
While the APRL has a very good collection of journals, 

finding an article reference in the online catalogue or in an in-
dex doesn’t necessarily mean that we have that issue on hand. 
To find out if we have a journal, search the catalogue for the 
journal title and select “APRL” instead 
of “All libraries and locations.” Once 
you find a record for the journal, click 
on “Full display” to see more informa-
tion about our holdings.

You also can simply add the article 
to your cart in the online catalogue and 
submit it as a request. Library staff will 
check our holdings and contact you to 
let you know if we can supply the article 
or to suggest another source.

Searching for articles 
by author, Steve 
Pendleton, in the 
AP (above) and the 
results (left).
Below is an example 
of “Full Display” 
listing the title, 
author, publication 
date, subjects, pages, 
and a listing of Letters 
to the Editor about 
the article. 

World Philatelic Periodicals
To get a feel for the vastness of philatelic journal 

publishing, check out Chester Smith’s World Phila-
telic Periodicals. This publication (available online on 
the APS website at http://bit.ly/ysE9PS) is an attempt 
to list every philatelic periodical. It contains more 
than 12,000 titles!
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