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BY TARA MURRAY

Stamp catalogs
Looking Beyond the Scott Postage Stamp Catalogs

St l Gibb t l

The Scott catalogs are some of the 
most-frequently consulted resources in 
the APRL. Although almost everything 
in the Library is available for borrowing, 
in order to be as accessible as possible 
to members near and far, we reserve the 
most recent edition of the Scott Standard 
Postage Stamp Catalogue, the Scott Spe-
cialized Catalogue of United States Stamps, 
and the Scott Classic Catalogue for in-li-
brary use. Every day, Library staff consult 
them to answer member questions; APS 
staff and volunteers use them; and visit-
ing researchers enjoy having them handy. 
For members who do not own the most 
recent Scott catalogs or who find them-
selves away from their stamp room with 
a pressing question, Library staff are hap-
py to look up a catalog number or price, 
or to scan or copy a few pages. The next 
most recent edition and older editions 
are available for borrowing and are some-
times available for sale.

Many members do have their own 
Scott catalogs, however, and take advan-
tage of the APRL’s collection when they 
need to go “beyond Scott” to the other 
major worldwide catalogs or to more 
specialized catalogs.

The Scott catalogs, from the most 
recent six-volume edition back to the 
slim single volumes published in the 
nineteenth century, greet Library visi-
tors from a prominent location in the 
APRL’s catalog section. That section 
also includes other major worldwide 
catalogs. These catalogs may contain 
more detailed listings for certain stamp 
issues or varieties, or you may just need 
to know the Stanley Gibbons or Michel 
catalog number for a stamp. These ma-
jor catalogs include Stanley Gibbons, 
Michel, Yvert & Tellier, and Higgins & 
Gage.

Like Scott, Stanley Gibbons has 
been producing stamp catalogs since the 

nineteenth century. And, like the stan-
dard Scott catalog, Stamps of the World 
(published in the UK) provides world-
wide coverage in six volumes. Members 
frequently request Commonwealth and 
British Empire Stamps 1840–1970 for its 
specialized coverage, and Stanley Gibbons 
also publishes many country and regional 
catalogs.

Michel is the major stamp catalog 
publisher in Germany. The Deutschland 
catalog is a go-to reference for German 
stamps, and Michel also publishes a sev-
en-volume Europa catalog, a ten-volume 
Übersee-Katalog (Overseas Catalog), and 
numerous specialized catalogs. For those 
who don’t read German, language can be 
a deterrent to using these catalogs, but 
a basic knowledge of philatelic terms in 
German is all that is really needed to nav-
igate the listings. A good philatelic glos-
sary will help (check out this blog post 
for suggestions: http://blog.stamplibrary.
org/?p=1307). Michel also publishes The 
Michel Stamp Catalogue: An Introduction 
for English-speaking Readers, which you 
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can borrow from the APRL along with a Michel catalog, or access online at http://
www.briefmarken.de/images/PDF/NEWS/Introduction_Englisch.pdf. A few of 
the Michel catalogs also are available in English-language editions.

Yvert & Tellier is a French catalog publisher and we use their catalogs often 
for France and French colonies. Again, a good philatelic glossary will help you 
overcome the language barrier. Maury, another popular French catalog, is the 
result of a merger of the Dallay and Cérès catalogs.

The Higgins & Gage Priced Catalogue of Postal Stationery of the World has not 
been updated since the 1980s but is still the go-to catalog holdings for worldwide 
postal stationery.

Looking beyond the worldwide catalogs, the APRL has many specialized cata-
logs. Whether you need to look up a specific country or region, or a specialty 
like perfins, plate blocks, or revenues, chances are we have a catalog to help you. 
You can search the Library’s catalog online at http://catalog.stamplibrary.org, or 
contact us at 814-933-3803 (press 3 for the Library) or aprl@stamps.org. We are 
happy to help you find the catalog to answer your questions. As an APS member 
(in the U.S. and Canada), you can borrow entire catalogs by mail (or by stopping 
in the Library if you are close enough). You can also request scans or photocopies 
of selected catalog pages — from anywhere in the world.

We keep as complete and up-to-date a selection of general 
and specialized stamp and cover catalogs as possible, thanks 
to generous in-kind and monetary donations from members, 
publishers, societies, and authors. If you notice gaps in our col-
lection, though, please do let me know so I can add them to 
our wish list! You can contact me directly at 814-933-3816 or 
tmurray@stamps.org.

The APRL Delivers
To Your Mailbox & Your Inbox

www.stamplibrary.org
the ultimate philatelic research site

Learn how to use the Library to increase your enjoyment of 
the hobby. Search our online catalogue for books, journals, 
article references, & name sales. For a more personal touch, 

call our friendly staff 814-933-3803, selection 3

The American Philatelic Research Library has resources on just 
about every aspect of stamp collecting — a subject, a place, a 
time, or even a person. With more than 20,000 books and 5,000 
periodicals from around the world, the APRL staff can assist you 
with your research needs.

Michel stamp catalog.

Need Help Using the Library?Need Help
Whenever you have research questions, do contact 
library staff for assistance. You can reach us by 
phone at 814-933-3803 (press 3 for the Library), by 
e-mail at aprl@stamps.org, or by mail at APRL, 100 
Match Factory Place, Bellefonte, PA 16823.


