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Global Philatelic  
Library Update

The Global Philatelic Library of-
ficially launched on June 1, 
2012 with twelve contributing 

libraries. As of this writing, it includes 
nineteen contributors from six coun-
tries, and more soon to come. In a single 
database, hosted by the Royal Philatelic 
Society London, you can now search the 
holdings of all of these libraries.

On December 7, 2012, I attended a 
dinner recognizing the founding part-
ners of the Global Philatelic Library at 
the Smithsonian National Postal Mu-
seum. Each founding partner — the 
American Philatelic Research Library, 
the Royal Philatelic Society London, and 
the Smithsonian National Postal Mu-
seum and Smithsonian Libraries — was 
presented with an award.

Alan Holyoake, Chris King, and 
Frank Walton represented the RPSL. 
Many staff from the Smithsonian Librar-
ies (organizationally a separate entity 
from the National Postal Museum) at-
tended as well.

The next morning, a small group got 
together over coffee to discuss the future 
of the GPL. Although by combining li-
brary catalogues from all over the world 
we have already accomplished some-
thing the first president of the APS, John 
K. Tiffany, thought impossible, the work 
has only just begun. Next steps include 
making the GPL database more user 
friendly, creating support for multiple 
languages and character sets, bringing 
more libraries on board, and making 
digital documents accessible to the user. 
Meeting in person allowed us to make 
great progress on both planning for the 
future of the project and working out 
technical details.

By the time you read this, it is likely 
that the GPL will include more contrib-
uting libraries. To follow the latest, visit 
www.globalphilateliclibrary.org to read 
news, search the library, and leave feed-
back.

Your Digital Library
One of the most frequent member 

suggestions for the library is that we 
make more content available in digital 
format. Although there are many barri-
ers to accomplishing this — including 

time, money, and copyright issues — we 
are making progress.

In November, the APRL published 
three digitized books, including a re-
vised digital edition of The Postage and 
Telegraph Stamps of British India by 
L.L.R. Hausburg, C. Stewart-Wilson, and 
C.S.F. Crofton, first published in 1907. 
The first digital edition was published in 
early 2012 and included one supplement 
as well as the original book. After pub-
lication, a reader alerted us to missing 
plates in the digital edition, as well as to 
the existence of another supplement and 
an appendix. Using the Philatelic Union 
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Catalog (http://catalog.stamplibrary.org), we located another li-
brary that had the plates we were missing, and they, along with 
the supplement and appendix, have been added to the new edi-
tion. All three digital books are available for sale on the APS 
website in the Digital Publications Shop (http://stamps.org/
Digital-Publications).

Also on the APS website is a collection of digital exhibits 
donated to the APRL. To access the exhibits, log in to the website 
and go to MyAPS. On the right side of the screen, you will see 
links to online publications and, below that, the latest exhibits 
added to our online collection. The collection includes a vari-
ety of exhibits that should appeal to a range of collectors and is 
growing steadily.

******

If you are an exhibitor and would like to contribute to the 
collection, you can send a scan of your exhibit to the APRL at 
aprl@stamps.org. While some exhibit scans may be too large to 
e-mail as attachments, we have had success using services like 
Dropbox (www.dropbox.com) to transfer large files, or you can 
put the file on a CD and mail it to us.

******

Whenever you have research questions, please feel free to 
contact library staff for assistance. You will usually work with 
your librarian (me) or our reference assistant, Scott Tiffney. 
Reach us by phone at 814-933-3803 (press 3 for the library), by 
e-mail at aprl@stamps.org, or by mail at APRL, 100 Match Fac-
tory Place, Bellefonte, PA 16823.
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